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Academy hit 
back after 
boss’s blast
Football
By Matt Leslie

Cove make it 14 in a row 
as Broch hit the goal trail
THE Cove Rangers juggernaut 
keeps rolling on as they made 
it 14 Highland League wins in a 
row.

John Sheran’s men made 
an unexpected exit from 
the Aberdeenshire Shield to 
Formartine United but the league 
leaders made up for it with a 2-0 
win against Forres Mechanics.

Cove took the lead when Mitch 
Megginson fired in his 26th goal 
of the season with a low shot and 
their second came from Jamie 
Masson’s 25-yard thunderbolt.

Fraserburgh moved into second 
spot and ensured it was “unlucky 
for some” for Fort William after 
dishing out a 13-0 thumping of 
the bottom side. Scott Barbour 
bagged a five-goal haul.

Brora Rangers shook off 

a patchy first-half display to 
beat Deveronvale 4-1. Zander 
Sutherland, Colin Williamson 
and Steven Mackay (2) netted for 
Brora, with Vale replying through 
Matthew Wallace.

Inverurie ended a three-game 
run without a win as Neil Gauld’s 
late winner gave them a 2-1 
success at Rothes.

Formartine United thumped 
Huntly 4-0. Graeme Rodger, 
Andrew Greig and Conor Gethins 
(2) got the goals.

Nairn County were 5-0 winners 
against Lossiemouth. Dylan 
Mackenzie’s hat-trick helped 
them on their way with.

Clach’s new boss Brian 
Macleod enjoyed his first win as 
the Lilywhites beat Strathspey 
Thistle 2-1.
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Goalscorer Jack Halliday (top), Andrew Hardwick stops a shot (left) and 
Sam Mackay is halted by Bradley Manson.                       Pictures: Mel Roger

THE hair-dryer treatment had to 
be unleashed for Wick Academy 
to salvage a point at Keith on 
Saturday.

A disappointing first half perfor-
mance ensured that the Scorries 
players would be treated to a very 
rare sight – boss Tom McKenna 
reading the riot act.

They were fortunate to only be 
1-0 down at the break thanks to 
Michael Selfridge’s strike.

Wick did battle back to take a 
2-1 lead via Gary Manson’s pen-
alty and a superb individual effort 
by Jack Halliday. Craig Gunn’s foul 
gave away a penalty at the other 
end and allowed Cammy Keith to 
rifle home from the spot to tie it up 
at 2-2.

McKenna said: “I’m not one 
of those people who shouts and 
screams at players but, given how 
the first half went, something 
needed to be said.

“For me to do something like 
that, the team would have to play 
very poorly to get that reaction 
from me.

“I was disappointed with the first 
half. Yes, we created more clear-
cut chances, but Keith dominated 
possession and their work-rate, 
desire and intensity was much bet-
ter and stronger than ours.

“Half time came and apart 
from what I had to say to them, I 
changed the formation from 4-3-
3 to 4-4-2 and that allowed Davie 
Allan to see more of the ball and 
get at Keith.

“He made a number of mazy 
runs with one of them leading to 
our equaliser as he was fouled 

while dribbling his way into the 
Keith box.

“Gary scored the penalty and 
then Jack timed his run perfectly to 
advance in on goal and produce a 
fine finish.

“Both Keith goals were com-
pletely avoidable in my book. Had 
we started the first half the same 
way we began the second then we 
could have won the game. I’m dis-
appointed not to have done so.”

Jack Halliday takes a tumble under pressure from Michael Selfridge.
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