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Patience
pays off for
Academy
Football

By Matt Leslie

Jack Halliday opens the scoring for Academy (top), Alan Farquhar holds
off Sean Grant (left) and Fort’s Andy Martin challeges Mark Macgregor.

McKenna pleased to land
a home tie against Forres
WICK boss Tom McKenna is
pleased with the prospect of
taking on Forres Mechanics at
Harmsworth Park in the next
round of the Highland League
Cup.
Speaking after Saturday’s
3-0 victory over Fort William at
Claggan Park, McKenna said:
“I didn’t mind who we got in
the draw as long as it was at
home.
“It’s a tie that will be tough
but it excites me as well,
as we have shown in the
past that on our day we can
compete with anyone in this
league.”
Forres marched into the
last eight in convincing
fashion despite a couple
of goalkeeping howlers.

The Can-Cans disposed of
Strathspey Thistle 5-2 thanks
to goals from Liam Taylor (2),
Robbie Duncanson (2) and
Ross MacPherson.
Strathspey replied through
Ross Naismith and John
Cameron, although Forres
goalie Blair Moir played a part
in both strikes.
Forres boss Charlie Rowley
said: “If it hadn’t been for two
really poor goalkeeping errors
we would have won more
comfortably. That was the only
reason they were still in the
game with 20 minutes to go.
“Compared to who we could
have drawn, a trip to Wick
is certainly preferable than
getting Cove or Brora.”
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WICK Academy had to be patient
before booking their place in the
last eight of the Highland League
Cup with three second-half goals
at Fort William on Saturday.
Jack Halliday, Richard Macadie
and Davie Allan were on target as
the Scorries set up a quarter-final
tie at home to Forres Mechanics
that will take place on December 8.
Perennial
strugglers
Fort
showed dogged determination but
Academy didn’t allow frustration
to get the better of them and the
outcome was never in doubt after
Halliday made the breakthrough
after 65 minutes.
Wick manager Tom McKenna
said: “I thought the lads were brilliant. We came up against a side
that parked the bus.
“Fort William had 10 bodies behind the ball for most of the game
and they made it very difficult for
us to break them down.
“We created around umpteen
chances, we dominated possession and yet we were met by this
barrier of Fort William players.
“I’m not knocking their game
plan at all. You have to give Fort
William credit as they were very
well organised, they never stopped
running and I’m sure they’ll collect points.
“The patience our lads showed
was superb. It would have been so
easy for frustration to creep in but
it didn’t.
“We played in the right areas of
the park in order to keep the pressure on them.
“Once we got the first goal,
though, we were never in doubt

Wick’s Gary Manson (right) and Fort’s Michael Gillespie.

that we were going to win. There
was a wee sigh of relief on the
touchline as it’s always in the
back of your mind when you play
well and don’t score that it’s going
to be one of those days and the
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opposition are going to pinch one
on the break.
“We were not really under pressure but we showed our professionalism and displayed great patience throughout.”

Looking for some festive fun with family or friends?

We are serving our festive menu from 3rd December through to 23rd December
Lunch 2 course £15.95, 3 course £19.95 • Dinner 2 course £19.95, 3 course £24.95
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Book now for the Hogmanay Party

3 course meal, welcome drink and a toast to celebrate the New Year
Tanya Horne Highland dancers, pipers, DJ party games and prize for best Highland fancy dress
Accommodation packages available

Now serving our new Winter Menu

dine in or takeaway from 5:30pm-7:30pm Monday to Thursday, 5pm-8:30pm Friday, Saturday and Sunday
Carvery Sundays from 12:30pm until 3pm

Quatre Bras, Lybster, 01593721348

