
The Portland 
Hotel

Quatre Bras, Lybster, 01593721348

Looking for some festive fun with family or friends? 
We are serving our festive menu from 3rd December through to 23rd December. 

Lunch 2 course £15.95, 3 course £19.95 • Dinner 2 course £19.95, 3 course £24.95.

Book now for the Hogmanay Party
3 course meal, welcome drink and a toast to bring in the New Year. 

            Tanya Horne Highland dancers, pipers, DJ, party games and prize for best Highland fancy dress. 
Accommodation packages available.

Now serving our new Winter Menu  
 Dine in or takeaway from 5:30pm-7:30pm Monday to Thursday, 5pm-8:30pm Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

            Carvery Sundays from 12:30pm until 3pm.
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Wick grind 
out victory 
over Lossie
Football
By Matt Leslie

Steven and Mackay reach 
landmarks for Academy
ACADEMY boss Tom McKenna 
paid tribute to Michael Steven 
and Danny Mackay after 
the pair reached significant 
landmarks in Saturday’s 
victory at Lossiemouth.

Mackay opening the 
scoring in what was his 100th 
Highland League game for 
Academy, and it also was a 
special occasion for Steven 
as he made his 200th league 
appearance for the club.

Steven, who had a brief 
spell at Brora, has been a 
rock in the Academy defence 
for a decade now.

Mackay is also a Brora 
old boy, having also played 
for county league side 
Castletown, and has made 
great strides at Academy 

these past few seasons.
McKenna said: “In the time 

that I’ve been here, I’ve found 
both Michael and Danny really 
fantastic to work with.

“They are two honest lads 
who are fully committed and 
good footballers who are also 
very brave defenders. They’re 
also great to work with in 
training as they treat each 
session like a match itself.

“I’d like to say well done 
to them for reaching their 
respective landmarks and I 
hope there are many more 
appearances from both of 
them to come.”

Academy are in Friday night 
action this week as they 
entertain Forres Mechanics in 
the Highland League Cup.

School 
swim gala 
winners
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Lossie keeper Stewart Black saves from Andrew Hardwick (top); Davie 
Allan (left) gets away from Ross Archibald; goalscorer Danny Mackay.

WICK Academy showed true grit 
on Saturday as second-half goals 
from Danny Mackay, Ross Allan 
and Craig Gunn gave them a 3-0 
away victory over Lossiemouth.

To say it wasn’t a display of fan-
cy, free-flowing football at Grant 
Park would be an understatement 
but the bottom line is that Wick 
landed the three points.

Manager Tom McKenna said: 
“It was more a gritty performance 
than a polished one.

“I can rattle off a number of 
games where we’ve played good, 
attractive football and not got any-
thing for our efforts. 

“It was good to see that side of 
the lads. Ideally you want to play a 
good passing game and get lots of 
goals. Sometimes you have to put 
in a workmanlike display in order 
to grind results out and it was good 
to see the players have that in their 
locker.

“I have to give Lossiemouth a 
lot of credit. They’ve come on a 
long way since we beat them 8-0 at 
our place earlier this season. They 
were very organised, very deter-
mined and had good energy levels. 

“Up until the first goal, I would 
have to say that the game could 
have gone either way. We looked 
comfortable in possession but 
there’s always that niggling feeling 
at the back of your mind that this 
might not be your day.

“At half-time I just said to the 
boys that we would have to be pa-
tient. We hadn’t done much wrong 
and, compared to their line-up, we 
still had a lot more quality about 
us.

“We started off with a 4-3-3 but 
went 4-2-4 in the second half in or-
der to give us a bit more width.

“I put Ross Allan on the left 
and Craig Gunn on the right and 
told them to try and get behind 

their defence and whip in balls 
for Danny [Mackay] and Marc 
[Macgregor] in the box.

“That paid off as we looked more 
of an attacking threat in the second 
half.”

Craig Gunn completed the scoring for Academy.                   wwPictures: Mel 
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