
Scorries 
looking to 
move up 
the table
AFTER suffering late 
heartbreak in their 
last two games, Wick 
Academy have the chance 
to kick off 2019 on a 
positive note when they 
host Forres Mechanics 
tomorrow.

It was an unhappy 
Christmas for Tom 
McKenna’s team as they 
followed a 3-2 defeat to 
Deveronvale with a 1-0 
loss to Formartine and the 
manager has found the 
festive period a struggle. 
“It’s difficult at this time 
of year,” he said. “We’ve 
got Christmas and New 
Year in the middle of our 
preparation so we can 
only train once a week. 

“We’ve got to hope the 
lads do a bit of work their 
own and take care of 
themselves, but they’re 
good lads and very 
professional. 

“We’ll try and work on 
a few things when we do 
train. And we played well 
and beat Forres here 1-0 
recently, so that gives us 
something to build on.”

Academy have fallen 
to 10th with 27 points 
from their 20 games, 
but McKenna is hopeful 
things can improve: 
“Where we are now is not 
a position I want to be 
in and hopefully we can 
jump a few places higher. 

“We’ve got the cup 
semi-final to look forward 
to and over the next 
couple months the 
players have the chance 
to play themselves into 
the team for that.”

Michael Steven battles 
with Andrew Greig.

Ten-man Wick 
sunk by late 
Rodger strike
Football
By Sam Hendry

Stoppage-time despair for Academy as Formartine players race away to celebrate Graeme Rodger’s winner at Harmsworth Park.          Pictures: Bob and Mel Roger

Youngsters earn plaudits as Clach win derby thriller

Craig Gunn, of Wick Academy, beats 
Formartine’s Andrew Greig to the ball.

FORMARTINE took ad-
vantage of a late red card to 
Danny Mackay to hit an inju-
ry-time winner and consign 
Academy to a second defeat 
over the festive period.

The Scorries struggled to 
create any clear chances but 
defended resolutely and it 
appeared to be drifting to-
wards a goalless draw before 
Graeme Rodger’s late strike. 

Manager Tom McKenna 
made two enforced changes 
to his side, with Ross Allan 
and Andrew Hardwick re-
placed by Gordon MacNab 
and Craig Gunn. 

Academy started positive-
ly and Marc Macgregor twice 
tested Formartine keeper 
Kevin Main within the open-
ing 10 minutes – first when 
he scuffed a shot straight at 
Main after being set up by a 
driving run down the right 
from Davie Allan, and then 
seeing an edge-of-the-box 
effort comfortably held. 

With Wick sitting deep 
in clear defensive blocks of 
four and five, the visitors 
took control after that and 
passed up several decent 
opportunities.

Archie Macphee found 
himself with a clear look at 
goal but he somehow poked 
wide of Sean McCarthy’s 

left-hand post, and Rodger 
followed that by guiding a 
shot wide of the same spot.

After coming through that 
tough 15-minute spell, it 
was Academy who threat-
ened next when, after a 
great spin in midfield by 
Grant MacNab, the ball 
came through for Macgregor 
whose shot was blocked by 
Main. 

The biggest cheer of the 
half came when Formartine 
assistant manager Russell 
Anderson, unhappy with 
what he felt was a series of 
unfair decisions against his 
team, was given a strict talk-
ing to by lineswoman Molly 
Alexander.

Academy made a tacti-
cal switch with Craig Gunn 
and Davie Allan swapping 
wings and Gordon MacNab 
moving upfield to partner 
Macgregor. The move failed 
to pay dividends as Wick 
couldn’t trouble the away 
defence throughout the half.

Formartine similarly 
struggled to break down a 
well-drilled home defence, 
but they smelled blood 
when Mackay was given a 
second yellow card in the 
last minute after a collision 
with substitute Scott Ferries.

Another sub played a key 
role in the winner when 
Liam Burnett skipped past 
Craig Gunn and cut back for 

the unmarked Rodger, who 
had the simple task of tap-
ping it home.

Wick: McCarthy, M 
Steven, Farquhar, D Mackay, 
Manson, Henry, Gunn, 
Macgregor (Halliday 65), 
D Allan, Gordon MacNab 
(Hughes 61), Grant MacNab 
(S Mackay 61). Subs not used: 
R Macadie, Aitkenhead, M 
Macadie, Clark.

Formartine: Main, Craw-
ford, Lawrence (Gethins 65), 
S Anderson, McKeown, J 
Anderson, Macphee, Rodger, 
Wood, Norris (Burnett 78), 
Greig (Ferries 78). Subs not 
used: MacPherson, Lawson, 
Smith, MacDonald.

Referee: Craig Macrae.

TWO of Clach’s promising 
youngsters joined forces 
to create the winner as the 
Lilywhites beat Nairn County 
3-2 in the festive Highland 
League derby at Grant Street 
Park.

Sixteen-year-old Alasdair 
Gillies connected with a cross 
from fellow teenager Ross 
Logan to secure all three points 
for the Merkinch side last 
Saturday.

Manager Brian Macleod was 
full of praise for his youngsters. 
“The young boys were 
outstanding,” he said. “They 
changed the game for us.

“They showed no fear and 
I’m delighted for them as they 
have worked so hard.”

It was another teenager, 
Nairn’s Max Ewan, who opened 
the scoring at the start of the 
second half. Blair Lawrie 
levelled only for Ewan to 

restore the visitors’ lead with 
his second of the afternoon.

Clach responded with Scott 
Dunn’s headed equaliser 
before Gillies grabbed the 
winner with 13 minutes to go.

Nairn’s Kenny MacKenzie 
was sent off in the closing 
stages.

Cove Rangers reeled off 
another routine victory as they 
beat Huntly 3-0 at Balmoral 
Stadium to remain five points 

clear at the top. Jordon Brown 
struck twice and the league’s 
top scorer, Mitch Megginson, 
added a penalty.

Second-placed Fraserburgh 
hit double figures in a 10-0 
hammering of Lossiemouth at 
Bellslea Park. There was a four-
goal haul for Scott Barbour and 
a hat-trick for Sean Butcher, 
while Aidan Combe added a 
double and Liam Norris also 
got on the scoresheet.

Brora Rangers kept up their 
winning run with a 2-0 victory 
at Rothes courtesy of Mark 
Nicolson and Martin Maclean 
either side of half time.

Forres Mechanics were 2-1 
winners over Deveronvale 
at Mosset Park, while Turriff 
United won by the same score 
away to Strathspey Thistle.

Buckie Thistle’s Craig Dorrat 
was shown the red card as the 
Jags drew 0-0 at Keith.
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A hard one to take, 
Academy boss admits
Football
By Sam Hendry

There were areas of our game 
where I thought we looked 
lethargic. The back four/five 
were outstanding, but they 
weren’t given much protection.

Tom McKenna

‘‘

Jones aims 
for more 
success
Page 38

Wick striker Marc Macgregor drives forward during Saturday’s Highland League defeat to Formartine United at Harmsworth Park.                     Picture: Mel Roger

WICK Academy manager 
Tom McKenna criticised 
what he described as a “le-
thargic” display from his 
side during their defeat 
to Formartine United last 
Saturday.

Graeme Rodger’s inju-
ry-time strike, barely a min-
ute after Danny Mackay 
had been sent off, gave the 
visitors all three points in a 
scrappy affair low on chanc-
es for both teams.

Formartine appeared 
to be running out of ide-
as before that as Academy 
defended stoutly, earning 
praise from their manager in 
doing so, but McKenna was 
unhappy with the attacking 
side of their play.

“There were areas of our 
game where I thought we 
looked lethargic,” he said. 
“I don’t know if that’s down 
to the Christmas period 
or what with people being 
away and other things going 
on.

“The back four/five were 
outstanding, but they wer-
en’t given much protection 
in front of them.

“There was a lot of effort 
there, but there was no unity 
in our pressing or movement 
– it was all done individually. 

“Over the piece I don’t 
think we did enough to jus-
tify winning the game, but I 

do think we deserved a point 
from it.”

The winner came as 
Academy were adjusting to 

being reduced to 10 men 
when Mackay was given a 
second yellow card after a 
collision with Formartine’s 
Scott Ferries near the left 
touchline. 

There were suggestions 
from the home fans that it 
had been a 50-50 challenge 
with no malice on the part 
of the Academy centre-back. 
McKenna, while unsure 
on the decision, believes it 
played a pivotal role in the 

outcome of the match.
“I didn’t see the red card 

incident so I’m not sure 
whether it was a justified 
decision or not, although 
the referee and his assistant 
were adamant that it was,” 
he said.

“You’d like to think that 
with 11 players on the park 
we’d have held on for a 
point. We tried to reassem-
ble things but unfortunately 
the goal happened before 

we could get settled into our 
new shape.

“The defence were under 
a lot of pressure, especially 
in the second half, but they 
never stopped and dealt 
with it really well. Anything 
Sean McCarthy had to deal 
with was comfortable for 
him.

“To lose the game in the 
manner and at the time we 
did is the most disappoint-
ing factor and it’s hard to 

take at a difficult time for us.”
McKenna tried several 

tactical options in the sec-
ond half in an attempt to in-
vigorate his side. 

They matched up 
Formartine’s 4-4-2 with 
Gordon MacNab moving 
up front to partner Marc 
Macgregor while Davie 
Allan also had a spell up top 
as Academy shuffled their 
pack, ultimately to no avail.
n Match report – page 39
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