
Turriff give league leaders 
tough time before buckling
HIGHLAND League leaders 
Cove Rangers kept up their 
good run of form but were 
made to work hard for their 
victory at Turriff United.

The Aberdeen side won 1-0 
courtesy of Jordon Brown’s 
first-half strike but Turriff, 
who let in eight the last time 
these two sides met, were 
determined they would be no 
pushovers this time.

Fraserburgh kept up their 
pursuit of Cove after two 

inspired substitutions helped 
them complete a comeback at 
Nairn County in a 2-1 victory. 
Adam Naismith’s penalty gave 
Nairn the lead only for Greg 
Buchan and Paul Campbell to 
come off the bench with both 
netting for Broch.

Brora Rangers maintained 
their own title challenge with 
a thumping 4-0 win at Buckie. 
Martin Maclean, Dale Gillespie, 
Kyle Macleod and Craig 
Campbell got the goals.

No way through 
as Wick are held
Football
By Sam Hendry

Forres Mechanics’ Scott Miller goes to ground in the box. He was yellow carded for simulation.

Davidson’s out to 
prove he’s Scott 
the lot at Cattachs
BRORA Rangers have completed the signing 
of Rothes forward Scott Davidson for an 
undisclosed sum. 

Davidson, who had six months to run on his 
contract with the Speysiders, went straight into 
the Brora squad for Saturday’s win at Buckie. 

Davidson, who was previously with Fort 
William, is a proven marksman.

Brora manager Steven Mackay said: “We 
are delighted 
to have signed 
Scott on a two-
and-a-half-year 
contract. He will 
add a different 
dimension to 
our play. He has 
all the qualities 
that we look for 
in a player and 
he knows how to 
score goals.”

Chairman 
William Powrie 
said: “We are 
delighted to 
bring Scott to the 
club. He reinforces our desire to win trophies 
and progress. Steven Mackay and assistant 
manager David Calder have worked hard with 
a very small squad and, with having still to play 
Cove twice, we needed to bolster it.

“Having missed out on Scott 18 months ago, 
we are delighted to have got our man this time 
around. We would thank Rothes for their co-
operation in concluding the deal.”

Stuart Soane of Forres and Wick Academy’s Craig Gunn.

Anderson’s at the 
double for Rothes
FORMER Wick Academy forward Steven 
Anderson struck twice as Rothes came 
away from Lossiemouth with a 4-0 win. Kris 
Duncan and Jaime Wilson were also on target 
for the Speysiders.

Inverurie Locos defeated Strathspey Thistle 
3-2 at Harlaw Park. Daniel Crisp, Chris Angus 
and Neil Gauld netted for Locos with Scott 
Lisle scoring twice for the visitors.

Two goals in a minute sealed a 2-1 victory 
for Deveronvale against Clachnacuddin.

Robert Scott got their first and Grant Noble 
added another, seconds after the restart. 
Sean Webb got a consolation for Clach.

Huntly left it late before seeing off Keith in 
a 2-1 victory.

Formartine United hammered bottom club 
Fort William 14-1, with a six-goal haul for 
Archie Macphee.

Highland League latest

David Calder and Steven 
Mackay with Scott Davidson.

Stuart Knight can only watch as Marc Macgregor’s looping shot 
comes off the crossbar and then a post.         Pictures: Mel and Bob Roger 

Wick Acad ..... 0
Forres ............ 0
WICK Academy started the new 
year in disappointing fashion 
after a series of missed oppor-
tunities saw Forres Mechanics 
hold them to a goalless draw.

The best chances came in 
the second half with Forres 
goalkeeper Stuart Knight twice 
denying Gordon MacNab, 
and Marc Macgregor having a 
spectacular effort hit the cross-
bar and post, as Academy had 
to settle for a point and their 
first 0-0 in a league match 
at Harmsworth Park since 
November 2015.

The Scorries were missing 
the pace of Davie Allan after he 
pulled out on the morning of 
the game with a sickness bug. 
Richard Macadie replaced him 
in the starting line-up as one of 
two changes to the team that 
lost to Formartine United the 
previous weekend – Andrew 

Hardwick deputising for the 
suspended Danny Mackay as 
the other.

Academy started well and 

had a great chance to open the 
scoring after less than three 
minutes. Grant MacNab spread 
the play wide for Craig Gunn on 
the right wing and he whipped 
in an excellent first-time low 
cross which Macadie met at 
the front post but couldn’t keep 
down.

The Can-Cans controlled 
possession for the rest of the 
half as Academy struggled for 
fluency in their game, but the 
home defence continued their 
good form from the previous 
Saturday and stood firm against 
a physical Forres attack. 

It took almost half an hour 
before the game saw its first 
shot on target – Sean McCarthy 
pulling off a flying one-handed 
save to tip Andrew Macrae’s 
fierce half-volley away from 
danger.

Playing down the slope in 
the second half, Academy 
were the much livelier side 
and nearly took the lead four 

minutes in when a terrific long 
ball from Jack Henry released 
Gordon MacNab one-on-one, 
but Knight was out swiftly to 
narrow the angle and parry his 
shot wide for a corner.

Craig Gunn was next to come 
close when he collected Gary 
Manson’s left-wing cross in 
space on the right of the box 
only to snatch at the chance 
and slice his effort wide of goal.

Knight came to the rescue 
again for Forres with 13 minutes 
left as Macadie darted behind 
the away defence and squared 
for MacNab unmarked in front 
of goal, but the midfielder was 
left frustrated once more as 
Knight blocked brilliantly.

Academy did find a way 
past Knight with five minutes 
left through Marc Macgregor’s 
looped shot from the corner 
of the box, but fortunately for 
Forres the woodwork was there 
to deny Academy the three 
points.

Highland League
 P W D L F A Pts
Cove Rangers 20 19 0 1 61 7  57
Fraserburgh 22 17 1 4 78 20 52
Brora Rangers 20 17 0 3 61 9 51
Formartine  21 16 2 3 72 27 50
Inverurie Locos 23 14 4 5 71 38 46
Forres Mechanics 22 14 2 6 53 24 44
Buckie Thistle 21 10 2 9 49 34 32
Huntly 21 10 2 9 43 39 32
Deveronvale 23 10 1 12 42 49 31
Wick Academy 21 8 4 9 47 38 28
Keith 21 7 4 10 34 41 25
Rothes* 21 8 3 10 48 35 24 
Turriff United 22 6 3 13 41 53 21
Strathspey Thistle 21 6 3 12 30 49 21
Nairn County 20 6 2 12 35 42 20
Clachnacuddin 20 4 3 13 26 49 15
Lossiemouth 23 1 0 22 18 110 3
Fort William* 22 0 2 20 15 160 -7
*Points deducted
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‘We need 
to learn 
how to kill 
off teams’
Football
By Sam Hendry

We’re not punishing the 
opposition. This isn’t gaining a 
point against a decent team – 
this is two points dropped as 
far as I’m concerned.

Tom McKenna

‘‘

Alliance 
set to 
resume
Page 26

Wick keeper Sean McCarthy grabs the ball before Graham Fraser can get his head to it.
Picture: Mel Roger

WICK Academy manager 
Tom McKenna bemoaned 
his side’s inability to take 
their chances after they 
were held to a goalless draw 
by Forres Mechanics on 
Saturday.

After a tight first half, 
Academy had several clear 
sights of goal in the second 
period, but were denied by 
a combination of wasteful 
finishing and excellent goal-
keeping by the Can-Cans’ 
Stuart Knight.

The result leaves Academy 
10th in the table, having 
failed to score in three con-
secutive home league fix-
tures for the first time since 
September 2005.

“In the second half we 
were by far the better team 
and we have to learn how 
to kill teams off,” McKenna 
said. “We created so many 
chances again and it’s hap-
pening too often.

“We’re the better team in 
games but we’re not pun-
ishing the opposition. This 
isn’t gaining a point against 
a decent team – this is two 
points dropped as far as I’m 
concerned.”

Knight made two excel-
lent saves from Gordon 

MacNab while Craig Gunn 
and Richard Macadie also 
saw chances go begging as 
Forres hung on. “It’s up to 
the individual to take these 
chances,” McKenna said. 
“We can work on things in 
training, but ultimately they 
need to show a bit more 
quality out there. 

“We need to be more clin-
ical and composed in front 
of goal. Confidence plays a 
part as well, as a lot of the 
lads haven’t scored many 
goals this season.”

After criticising their 
display in the 1-0 defeat 
to Formartine United, 
McKenna saw plenty to be 
impressed with in the per-
formance on Saturday.

“The effort of the lads was 
exactly what I asked for be-
fore the game – they were 
unbelievable at times,” he 
said. “The park isn’t condu-
cive to good football, but I 
thought at times the boys 
played it about really well.

“Once again the back five 
were excellent and the three 
in midfield worked a lot bet-
ter together and linked up 
with the defence and attack 
well. 

“We wanted the wide play-
ers to get involved in the box 
and help Marc Macgregor a 
bit more and they did that. At 
training on Thursday I told 
them they needed to up the 
effort because it wasn’t good 
enough against Formartine, 
and we got a good response. 

“I’m disappointed with 
the result, like last week, 
but pleased with the perfor-
mance and the work ethic. 

“I always want to find a 
positive and the positive is 
that it’s a clean sheet, which 
can be a rarity for us be-
cause any time we win we 
always seem to concede a 
goal. Fantastic performance, 
created numerous chances 
and got a clean sheet, so it’s 
something to build on.”
n Match report – page 27
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