
Turriff boss frustrated as 
first-half lead is wiped out
TURRIFF boss Kris Hunter 
lamented his side’s inability to 
hold on to their first-half lead 
after Wick Academy ran out 2-1 
winners at Harmsworth Park.

“We were a goal up and 
dominated the first half playing 
up the slope,” Hunter said.

“In the second half, Wick 
squeezed us a lot better and 
we got caught in possession 
trying to play too much football 
rather than getting the ball 
forward to our strikers.”

Elsewhere in the Highland 
League, first-half goals from 
Jamie Michie and Neil Gauld 
gave Inverurie Locos a 2-0 
home win against Deveronvale.

Forres turned on the style 
as they handed out a 4-0 
thumping to Huntly. Andrew 
Macrae, Logan Johnstone, 
Ryan Farquhar and Stuart 
Soane netted for the Can-Cans.

Cameron Lisle’s late strike 
gave Strathspey Thistle a 1-0 
victory over Lossiemouth.

Halliday seals 
Wick comeback
Football
By Matt Leslie

Wick Academy’s Grant MacNab caught by a challenge from Turriff’s Cammy Bowden.  Pictures: Mel Roger 

Callum’s return 
celebrated with 
last-gasp winner
AFTER more than two years out through 
injury, Clach’s Martin Callum made a 
memorable comeback by scoring the winner in 
the final minute against Buckie on Saturday.

The 30-year-old midfielder proved to be the 
difference as the Lilywhites picked up their 
fifth win in the Highland League this season.

Callum had been out of action since 2016 
after rupturing his anterior cruciate ligament 
while playing for 
Clach.

“In terms of 
football it was 
hard because I 
love playing,” he 
said. “But I always 
stayed positive.

“I always had in 
my head I would 
be back playing. 
I am just glad it 
has finally come 
around. It was 
just good to get 
back on the park 
and the goal was 
a bonus.”

Buckie boss Graeme Stewart said: “We must 
have had something like 30 shots on goal and 
their keeper had two or three top saves. We 
weren’t clinical enough.”

The defeat for the seventh-placed Jags mean 
they are now just two points in front of Wick 
Academy.

Clach are still in 16th place but are now two 
points behind Nairn County.

Wick’s Richard Macadie holds off Cammy Bowden of Turriff.

Brora stay on top 
after draw at Cove
THE match of the day was at Balmoral Park 
but the Highland League’s top two were not 
for budging as Cove and Brora played out a 0-0 
draw. Defences were on top – more so at the 
visiting Cattachs’ end with Brora keeper Joe 
Malin pulling off a number of fine saves.

Brora are still top the table on goal 
difference, although reigning champions Cove 
have two games in hand.

It was the first time Cove had dropped 
points at home this season. This means that 
Wick Academy’s proud record from 2012/13 – 
when they won all 17 home games – remains 
unequalled for another campaign. 

Goals from Paul Campbell and Sean Butcher 
saw Fraserburgh consolidate their position in 
third spot with a 2-0 home win against Rothes. 
Fourth-placed Formartine United cruised past 
Keith 3-0.

Highland League latest

Callum (right) celebrates.
Picture: Donald Cameron

League table

 P W D L F A Pts
Brora Rangers 25 21 1 3 74 10 64
Cove Rangers 23 21 1 1 69 8 64
Fraserburgh 27 20 1 6 90 28 61
Formartine 24 18 2 4 77 29 56
Inverurie 28 17 4 7 80 41 55
Forres 26 16 2 8 62 32 50
Buckie 25 12 3 10 55 36 39
Wick Academy 24 11 4 9 54 41 37
Huntly 23 10 2 11 43 45 32
Deveronvale 26 10 1 15 43 57 31
Rothes* 23 9 3 11 54 38 27
Strathspey 25 8 3 14 38 62 27
Keith 24 7 5 12 37 50 26
Turriff 26 7 4 15 47 63 25
Nairn County 22 6 2 14 36 51 20
Clachnacuddin 22 5 3 14 28 52 18
Lossiemouth 27 2 1 24 24 114 7 
Fort William* 24 0 2 22 16 170 -7

*Points deducted for fielding ineligible players

Wick’s Alan Hughes sends in a cross from the right wing.

Wick Acad ..... 2
Turriff Utd ......1
AN improved second half saw a 
Jekyll and Hyde comeback from 
Academy to get the better of a 
determined Turriff side.

Goals from Gordon MacNab 
– with the aid of a generous 
deflection – and Jack Halliday 
sealed the win for Wick after 
Stuart Taylor had given the visi-
tors the lead.

In a game of two halves, the 
Academy team that emerged 
after the break were unrecog-
nisable from the sluggish outfit 
of the first 45 minutes.

Granted the Harmsworth 
pitch was not at its best, but 
some of the passing in the first 
period left a lot to be desired 
as Academy played their first 
competitive fixture for almost 
a month.

Turriff were well organised 
and their keeper Fraser Hobday 
was called upon only once in 
the first half when he beat away 
an effort from Halliday.

Out of nowhere, Turriff 
took the lead. Left-back Owen 
Cairns was given a surprising 
amount of space to surge up 
the park, cut inside and smash 
a shot against the upright.

With keeper Sean McCarthy 
helpless, Taylor – with a suspi-
cion of offside – was left to tap 
the rebound into an empty net.

Whatever was said by boss 
Tom McKenna at half-time, it 
had the desired effect.

It took Wick five minutes 
to restore parity. A long ball 
from the right picked out Gary 
Manson and his cutback was 
turned goalwards by MacNab, 
with a backtracking defender 
getting the last touch.

Craig Gunn was then left 
holding his head in disbelief as 
his net-bound chip was saved 
by Hobday.

However, a second goal was 
not long in coming – and what 
a sublime strike it was.

MacNab, a constant thorn 
in Turriff’s side, had the visi-
tors twisting and turning with 
a mazy run down the middle. 
With the Harmsworth faithful 
waiting for the striker to crash 
one in, MacNab unselfishly 

squared the ball to Halliday 
whose side-footed shot nestled 
in the net via the base of a post.

The game should have been 
wrapped up a few minutes later 
when Gunn’s low cross found 
Richard Macadie with an emp-
ty net facing him.

While more sympathetic 
folk will give him the excuse 
of the ball bobbling up after 
skimming a divot, those less 
forgiving will say that even a 
sneeze would have steered the 
ball home instead of spinning 
upwards onto the bar, leaving 
Macadie crestfallen. 

A red card for Turriff’s Liam 
Strachan – who had been in 
an ankle-biting mood all after-
noon – looked to have eased 
Wick’s passage to three points. 
However, they were nearly 
punished in injury time when 
Turriff’s Ross Anderson beat 
a poorly executed offside trap 
only to fire his shot straight into 
the arms of a grateful McCarthy.
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MacNab is 
praised 
for leading 
the way
Football
By Matt Leslie

Gordy has got that change of 
pace to get behind defences. I 
congratulated him afterwards 
on how well he led the forward 
line.

Tom McKenna
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Turriff’s Drew Copeland gets to grips with Andrew Hardwick of Wick Academy during 
Saturday’s Highland League tussle at Harmsworth Park. Wick came from behind to win 2-1.

Picture: Mel Roger

ACADEMY boss Tom 
McKenna paid tribute to 
Gordon MacNab after the 
forward played a big part in 
earning three points against 
Turriff United on Saturday.

MacNab’s deflected shot 
got the Scorries back on lev-
el terms early in the second 
half and he set up the sec-
ond for Jack Halliday to seal 
a 2-1 victory.

McKenna was full of 
praise for his young hitman.

“Gordy led the line well,” 
he said. “I changed things 
at half-time as I didn’t think 
the front three were func-
tioning as well as they could 
have been. 

“I moved Gordy down 
the middle, switched Craig 
[Gunn] to the right and had 
Alan [Hughes] and later 
Richard [Macadie] operat-
ing on the left. 

“Gordy competed for 
things in the air and the 
good thing about him is that 
he’s got that change of pace 
to get behind defences. I 
congratulated him after-
wards on how well he led the 
forward line.”

MacNab might not even 
have started the game had it 
not been for two phone calls 

made to McKenna on the 
morning of the game.

McKenna added: “I got 
two calls within minutes of 
each other from Davie Allan 
and Marc Macgregor saying 
they were both ill.

“Davie said he was up all 
night and Marc was similar. 
That explains why they were 
absent and why our subs’ 
bench was a bit empty.”

While the gaffer was 
pleased with the victory, he 
admitted that his team need 
to work on a few things.

He said: “I thought we 
struggled throughout the 
first half. We allowed them 
to settle into the game.

“The lads were mention-
ing the pitch was difficult to 
play their usual game on.

“We’re a team that likes to 
play football on the deck but 
when the pitch is like that 
then other teams seem to 
adapt better than us. Maybe 
that’s something we need to 
look at.

“In the second half we 
were more controlled. The 
possession and retention of 
the ball improved and there 
seemed to be more fluency 
throughout the team.

“We went 2-1 up and then 
we seemed to sit back and 
allow them to get into the 
game again. Even when they 
were down to 10 men we 
seemed to struggle.

“Our management of the 
game when those types of 
situations present them-
selves has got to be better.

“The sitter that Richard 
missed did make us wonder 
if it was going to be one of 
those days.

“That chance they had 
late on really could have 
cost us but thankfully their 
man hit it straight at Sean 
[McCarthy].

“But we got the three 
points and that’s what we set 
out to achieve before kick-
off – irrespective of how we 
got there.”
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