
What can 
the University of the highlands 

and islands do for yoUr

bUsiness?
Do you work within the tourism or tourism-related sector? 
Would you benefit from our free presentations and potential future partnerships? 

take advantage of our experience and expertise and join us for an exciting and informative 
evening (with refreshments)!
the event includes brief presentations about UhI’s previous work with tourism-oriented 
businesses, followed by a Q&a session and refreshments.

all 
welcome!

Event is 
free

When: thursday, 07 march 2019 from 5:00-7:00pm

Where: north highland college Uhi. cfee conference room, ormlie road, thurso, Kw14 7ee • Please contact Anna Paaso to book your place: anna.paaso@uhi.ac.uk • +44(0)1463 279 402

Keeper’s heroics 
as Wick get point
Football
By Matt Leslie

Brora 
stay top 
on goal 
difference
THE race for the Highland 
League title saw neither of 
the top two give an inch.

Brora remain ahead 
by virtue of one goal 
following their 3-0 victory 
at home to Keith, thanks 
to first-half strikes from 
Kyle Macleod (two) 
and Dale Gillespie. The 
Sutherland side will be 
targeting three more 
points when they go to 
Fort William tonight.

Cove are in hot pursuit 
and still have two games 
in hand. They kept up 
their challenge with a 5-0 
win at Lossiemouth.

The champions are 
away to Formartine this 
evening.

Academy’s hosts 
this Saturday, Fort 
William, were dealt a 6-0 
hammering at the hands 
of Deveronvale.

Six goals were shared 
at North Lodge Park as 
Formartine drew 3-3 with 
Rothes.

Andrew Macrae 
smashed in a hat trick to 
send Forres on their way 
to a 4-2 victory at Turriff.

Fraserburgh came away 
from Buckie with a 4-1 
win, while Nairn County 
beat Strathspey Thistle 
3-0. Huntly and Clach 
drew 1-1 at Christie Park.

Sean was absolutely 
outstanding. We are not 
surprised at how well he 
played because he is very 
reliable for us.

Tom McKenna 

‘‘

Success 
for Wick 
swimmers
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Wick keeper Sean McCarthy gathers the ball under pressure from Inverurie’s Colin Charlesworth at Harlaw Park on Saturday.                                
Pictures: Mel and Bob Roger

WICK Academy manager 
Tom McKenna was sing-
ing the praises of Sean 
McCarthy after the keeper’s 
heroics helped earn a point 
against Inverurie Locos on 
Saturday.

It ended 1-1 at Harlaw 
Park after Gordon MacNab’s 
opener in 11 minutes 
was cancelled out by Neil 
McLean for the home side 
on the half-hour mark.

However, the gloves of 
McCarthy received a work-
out and then some as the 
Wick goalie pulled off a se-
ries of fine saves.

Inverurie’s Chris Angus 
must have been sick of 
Academy’s man in purple 
as he was the main victim 
of McCarthy’s display. The 
home hit-man was denied 
time and again by him – not 
to mention the woodwork 
thwarting him as well.

McKenna said: “Sean was 
absolutely outstanding.

“He dealt with everything 
thrown at him with confi-
dence. We are not surprised 
at how well he played be-
cause he is very reliable for 
us when called upon.

“There were two saves 
in particular that were 
excellent.

“Had either one gone 
in then it could have been 
game over.

“That sort of display also 
inspires defences to play 
well and I thought our back 
four were very solid, espe-
cially as they had a lot of 
pressure to deal with in the 
second half.”

The Scorries got out of the 

traps from the first whistle, 
pressing and harrying Locos 
like men possessed before 
receiving their reward of 
MacNab’s opening goal.

McKenna added: “Those 
first 20 minutes are proba-
bly the best I’ve seen us play 
during my time here.

“Locos couldn’t settle on 
the ball and, because of the 
intensity of our pressing, 
they couldn’t get out of their 
half.

“I was saying to Titchie 
[assistant manager Richard 
Hughes] on the touchline 
that there was no way we 

could keep up this level for 
90 minutes.

“And so it proved. Once 
we got the goal, we seemed 
to sit back and allow Locos 
to come back into it and 
cause us problems.

“Thankfully our goalkeep-
er and back four were brave, 
outstanding, and showed 
great resilience in keeping 
Inverurie at bay in the sec-
ond half.

“Saying that, on the break, 
we had a couple of chances 
late on that could have won 
the game for us.”

There was one contentious 

moment in the match when 
Locos were denied a penal-
ty following a clash between 
Wick skipper Alan Farquhar 
and Colin Charlesworth.

McKenna said: “From 
where I was standing, I 
thought a penalty would 
have been given to Locos.

“I asked the ref about 
it afterwards and he said 
he didn’t give it because 
Charlesworth had ‘lost con-
trol of the ball’.

“That’s his interpretation 
of it, although I think we’ve 
been a bit fortunate on that 
one.”
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Jack Henry is fouled by 
Locos’ Ryan Broadhurst.
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