
Wick boss 
pleased 
with 
response
TOM McKenna was 
pleased with the response 
from his Wick Academy 
players following last 
weekend’s Highland 
League Cup semi-final 
defeat to Cove Rangers. 
The Scorries remain 
unbeaten in the league 
in 2019 after their 
2-0 midweek victory 
over Nairn County at 
Harmsworth Park and the 
manager hopes they can 
extend the run.

“I said to the boys 
if you’re harbouring 
any frustrations or 
disappointments from 
Saturday let’s focus 
on tonight and get our 
minds on that, and let’s 
keep the league run 
going,” McKenna said 
after the final whistle on 
Wednesday. “Our goal is 
to get seventh place and 
that’s us above Buckie 
now, so it makes the 
game on Saturday a lot 
more interesting.

“We had a lot of good 
individual showings. 
People have stepped 
up and we’ll carry that 
forward.

“Buckie are looking for 
seventh and will try to get 
even higher if they can, 
but I think Forres are too 
far ahead at this stage of 
the season.”

He added: “I don’t know 
how the pitch is going to 
be for Saturday. The guys 
were complaining about it 
because it’s really cutting 
up.

“They like to play 
football and unfortunately 
the surface just wasn’t 
conducive to that.”

Academy’s fixtures 
for the remainder 
of the season have 
been confirmed. After 
Saturday’s home game 
against Buckie they are 
away to Cove Rangers 
on March 30; home to 
Brora Rangers on April 3; 
away to Rothes on April 
6; home to Keith on April 
13; away to Huntly on 
April 20; and away to Fort 
William on April 27.

Geruzel strike 
brings title joy 
for Golspie 
Football
By John MacLeod

Wick Academy defender 
Danny Mackay halts the 
progress of Cove striker 
Mitch Megginson during 
Saturday’s Highland 
League Cup semi final at 
Balmoral Stadium. There 
may have been no way 
through for Megginson 
on this occasion but 
ultimately he was the 
difference between the 
sides as his two goals – 
one in each half – sealed 
a 3-1 win for the league 
leaders. Jamie Masson was 
also on target for Cove 
before Sam Mackay pulled 
one back. Cove’s reward is 
a cup final date on April 6 
against Formartine United, 
who were 2-0 winners over 
Brora Rangers at Dudgeon 
Park in the other semi. 
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Reid hits four in memorable win for Caithness U13s

Halkirk’s 5-4 win against 
Inverness Athletic was a 
highlight of their season.

GOLSPIE Sutherland 
clinched the North 
Caledonian League title with 
a 1-0 victory against outgo-
ing champions Orkney at 
Kirkwall Grammar School’s 
3G pitch.

It took a superb strike 
from former Wick Academy 
forward Lukasz Geruzel 
to break the deadlock in a 
closely fought contest.

Golspie manager Andrew 
Banks was delighted with 
the response from his play-
ers after they lost 2-0 to 
Inverness Athletic the previ-
ous week.

He said: “It was an unbe-
lievable performance from 
the boys. I’m not sure many 
people gave us much of a 
chance of beating Orkney af-
ter we lost the week before. 
But the players dug deep 
and showed why they are 
champions.”

He added: “I felt we have 
been the best team this 
season, even from an early 
stage. The only people who 
could have stopped us from 

winning the league were 
ourselves. We almost man-
aged to do that – thankfully 
it didn’t happen.”

In the only other league 
fixture, Alness United hit 
the goal trail in an 8-3 romp 
against Inverness Athletic 
at the Highland Football 
Academy.

Invergordon, who had 
to settle for the runners-up 
spot again, reached their 
second cup final of the 

season. They defeated Jock 
MacKay Cup semi final op-
ponents St Duthus 4-0.

Thurso and Halkirk 
United will be looking to 
push on next season after 
the Caithness sides finished 
in seventh and eighth place 
respectively.

It has been a hard slog for 
both teams this term with 
the occasional good result 
thrown in.

Stevie Reid’s Thurso have 
been hit hard by injuries, 
and without a settled team 
they have found victories 
hard to come by.

Expectations were pos-
sibly not as high at Halkirk 
but Gordon MacDonald’s 

youngsters nevertheless 
produced one or two shock 
results. The most remark-
able was the 5-4 victory 
against Inverness Athletic 
which saw them come from 
4-0 down to win the match.

Halkirk’s season was 
overshadowed by the trag-
ic death of teenage player 
Connor Cook in December. 
His team-mates paid a fit-
ting tribute to him in their 
next fixture – a 2-1 win 
against Thurso.

The only fixture this 
Saturday is the league double 
header between Bunillidh 
Thistle and Orkney which is 
being played at Sir George’s 
Park in Thurso (2.30pm).

A FOUR-goal haul by Lucas Reid 
helped Caithness United under-
13s to a 5-2 victory over their Elgin 
City counterparts in the Moray 
Firth Youth Development League.

Caithness started well in 
Saturday’s game at Hopeman on 
the Moray coast and a precise pass 
from Josh Sutherland set up Reid 
whose effort went narrowly wide. 

Elgin broke down the right and 
a low cross into the box was met 

by a sliding Scott Durrand who 
saw his interception deflect off his 
leg past Leo Shearer into the goal.

Caithness began the second 
third with a renewed energy. An 
excellent pass highlighted Reid’s 
devastating pace as he left the 
defenders in his wake, took the 
ball under control and slid it past 
the goalkeeper to equalise.

Elgin were awarded a penalty 
when Shearer connected with 

an opponent after the ball took 
a bobble just as he attempted to 
clear. The spot-kick was converted 
by Michael Smith.

Again Caithness retaliated. The 
industrious Euan Kennedy was 
involved in the build-up, which 
concluded when Reid turned at 
the edge of the box and watched 
his shot squirm under the keeper. 

The game was now finely 
balanced at 2-2, setting up a 

thrilling final third. Caithness 
seemed to take the game by 
the scruff of the neck, led by 
their dynamic captain Matthew 
Aitkenhead.

The clinical Reid capitalised 
on a mix-up in the Elgin defence 
and blasted the ball in from close 
range for a well-earned hat trick. 

Reid’s scoring exploits weren’t 
finished there, though. He 
dispossessed a defender, turned 

swiftly and fired high into the net 
to increase the lead.

Another neat passage of play, 
this time involving Sam Shearer 
and Carter MacKay, was rounded 
off by a powerful strike from 
Kieran Macgregor as Caithness 
rubber-stamped a memorable 
victory.

Coach Steve Bain said: “It was a 
great result for us, and a fantastic 
performance from Lucas.”

It was unbelievable... The 
players dug deep and showed 
why they are champions.

Andrew Banks ‘‘

Marksman 
Mitch has 
the final 
say against 
Scorries
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Burn Street,  Wick •  tel:  01955  604314  •  www.heatcentrewick .com
THE HEAT CENTRETHE HEAT CENTRE

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm • Sat 10am - 4pm 

Old Salt StOre  
Wedding Gift List Service

Start your married life in style with our Wedding Gift List Service. Bride & Groom receive 
10% voucher of total spend as a thank you for choosing us. It's easy to set up,  

the hardest part is deciding between all the beautiful products available.

Dinner sets | Placemats | Coasters | Glassware | Pans, Kitchen Utensils,  
Casserole dishes | Bakeware | Candles | Serving Platters | Kettles,  

Tea-pots | Mugs | T-towels | Oven Gloves and much more.

Denby | Le Creuset | Churchill | Joseph Joseph.

Vouchers  
from £5.00  

also available.

Academy 
maintain 
league run
Football
By Alan Hendry

McKenna wants to make 
sure of seventh place
WICK manager Tom McKenna 
wants his players to build on the 
midweek victory over Nairn by 
seeing off Buckie Thistle in the 
battle for seventh spot in the 
Highland League.

The Scorries’ 2-0 win on 
Wednesday lifted them above the 
Jags, who visit Harmsworth Park 
this Saturday.

“Nairn came out and had a 
really good go at us,” he said. “I 
was impressed with a lot of the 
young lads in their team. They 
set up to contain us and play 
on the counter, and they did it 
effectively.

“But gradually we settled into 
it and the experience shone 
through. In the second half we 
were a lot more dominant and 
created the better chances.

“I think we deserved the three 
points. It makes it an interesting 
game on Saturday between two 
good teams.”

Nairn boss Ronnie Sharp 
admitted his young squad is still 
a “work in progress”.

He said: “The first half was 
even, there wasn’t much in it, 
and we were a bit deflated after 
they scored bang on half time.

“Wick started better in the 
second half. We were trying to get 
back into the game, but you can’t 
make mistakes like that for the 
second goal.

“Wick is a difficult place 
to come – they’re a good 
experienced side who have been 
together a long time.”
n McKenna pleased with 
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Davie Allan drives forward (top); Alan Hughes runs to celebrate with 
scorer Sam Mackay; Richard Macadie breaks upfield.    Pictures: Mel Roger

WICK Academy extended their un-
beaten run in the Highland League 
to seven games with a 2-0 victory 
over Nairn County at Harmsworth 
Park on Wednesday night.

Marc Macgregor set the Scorries 
on their way with a well-taken 
opener on the stroke of half-time, 
and Sam Mackay added the sec-
ond after an unfortunate slip by 
Nairn keeper Dylan MacLean. 

It was the ideal way for Academy 
to bounce back from their 3-1 de-
feat in Saturday’s Highland League 
Cup semi-final at Cove.

Sean McCarthy returned in goal 
but otherwise Tom McKenna stuck 
with the team that finished the cup 
tie at Balmoral Stadium.

Nairn looked lively in the early 
stages and kept Academy pinned 
in their own half for most of the 
opening 20 minutes. Wick began 
to pick up the pace and Mackay 
saw an effort on goal spin just wide 
after a slick build-up involving 
Macgregor and Davie Allan.

A minute before the break, 
Mackay burst through on a solo 
run but saw his angled drive drift 
beyond MacLean’s left-hand post.

Academy made the break-
through with the last action of the 
first half. Macgregor twisted and 
turned before confidently dis-
patching a low shot into the net 
from the edge of the box.

After 73 minutes Allan crossed 
to Mackay, whose volley was 
blocked. Mackay was not to be 
denied, however, as seconds later 
he took advantage of a disastrous 
miskick by MacLean and had the 
straightforward task of slotting the 

ball into the unguarded net.
The home side saw out the rest 

of the game comfortably enough. 
Nairn’s night went from bad to 
worse when Glenn Main was 
sent off with 10 minutes to go 

after picking up two yellow cards 
in quick succession.

Academy remain unbeaten in 
the league in 2019 and will look to 
extend that sequence when they 
entertain Buckie on Saturday.

Nairn County’s Fraser Dingwall tries to stop Wick substitute Alan Hughes.
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