
Striker is targeting more 
goals after injury problem
WICK Academy’s leading scorer 
Marc Macgregor took his tally for 
the season to 13 with his double 
in the victory over Buckie.

His opener was brilliantly taken 
as he turned on the edge of the 
box before firing a shot high into 
the net. There may have been 
an element of fortune about his 
second, as a wind-assisted lob 
flew over the head of Buckie 
keeper Lee Herbert – but it  
was perhaps something only a 
striker full of confidence would 

have attempted in the first place.
“I was just trying to get 

something on it,” said the 24-year-
old, who was falling backwards 
as he connected with the ball. “I 
struggled but I got there.”

He added: “The pitch is not the 
best but we managed. It was the 
same for both teams. We had a lot 
more chances than them.

“My hamstring was bothering 
me a few weeks ago but it’s fine 
now and I hope to get a few more 
goals.”

Macgregor at 
double for Wick
Football
By Alan Hendry

Academy players celebrate Marc Macgregor’s second goal against Buckie. Pictures: Mel and Bob Roger

Maroons set a 
new record with 
11-goal victory
KEITH broke an 87-year-old club record on 
Saturday as they became the latest team to 
reach double figures against Fort William.

The Maroons swept to an 11-0 Highland 
League victory over the hapless Lochaber 
side, who had gone down 12-1 at Turriff the 
previous weekend. Keith’s record win prior 
to that had come in April 1932 when they 
thumped Nairn County 11-2.

Skipper and all-
time top scorer 
Cammy Keith 
led the rout at 
Kynoch Park with 
a quartet of goals, 
including one 
from the penalty 
spot. Marc Young 
scored twice 
and the other 
goals came from 
Michael Selfridge, 
Ryan Robertson, 
Max Berton, 
Callum Porteous 
and Jamie 
Lennox.

Huntly were 2-1 winners over Strathspey 
Thistle at Christie Park. Michael Clark headed 
the home side in front and a Cameron Lisle 
own goal doubled the lead before Scott 
Graham pulled one back for Strathspey late on.

Jonny Crawford and Garry Wood hit two 
apiece as Formartine United beat Clach 5-0 at 
North Lodge Park, with Conor Gethins also on 
target.

Marc Macgregor (on ground) sees his lob go flying in.

Draw keeps Cove 
title bid on track
CHAMPIONS Cove Rangers boosted their 
chances of retaining the title as they came 
from behlad to secure a 1-1 draw with 
nearest challengers Brora at Dudgeon Park.

Colin Williamson put the Cattachs in front 
with a curling effort on 33 minutes but Jamie 
Masson fired a low shot into the net four 
minutes into the second half to ensure a 
share of the spoils.

Cove remain three points clear the top 
and, weather permitting, they will use up 
their game in hand tonight with an away 
fixture against Fort William.

Nairn County fought back from two down 
to beat Turriff 3-2 at The Haughs, Liam 
Shewan grabbing the winner late on.

Forres and Rothes drew 0-0 at Mosset Park 
where the Speysiders’ Jack Maley had a late 
penalty saved by Stuart Knight.

HIGHLAND LEAGUE LATEST

Cammy Keith helped himself 
to a four-goal haul.

League table

 P W D L F A Pts
Cove Rangers 29 25 3 1 85 11 78
Brora Rangers 30 24 3 3 94 12 75
Fraserburgh 31 24 1 6 113 31 73
Formartine 29 19 5 5 86 35 62
Inverurie 32 18 6 8 91 46 60
Forres 31 19 3 9 69 38 60
Wick Academy 28 14 5 9 61 43 47
Buckie 29 13 4 12 60 44 43
Huntly 29 11 5 13 51 63 38
Deveronvale 31 11 2 18 50 61 35
Rothes* 29 10 7 12 65 52 34
Keith 29 9 6 14 55 61 33
Nairn County 29 10 2 17 51 60 32
Turriff 31 9 4 18 67 82 31
Strathspey 29 9 3 17 42 70 30
Clachnacuddin 27 5 5 17 33 65 20
Lossiemouth 31 2 2 27 29 135 8 
Fort William* 28 0 2 26 17 210 -7
*Points deducted for fielding ineligible players

Wick’s Davie Allan breaks past Andrew Skinner and Callum Murray.

Wick Acad ...... 2
Buckie Th ....... 0

A STRONG wind and a bob-
bly pitch ensured it was nev-
er going to be a classic, but 
Saturday’s victory over Buckie 
Thistle was nevertheless a high-
ly satisfactory day’s work for 
Wick Academy as they extend-
ed their unbeaten sequence in 
the Highland League to eight 
games.

Three days after seeing off 
Nairn County by the same 
scoreline, the Scorries kept up 
their impressive run and boost-
ed their chances of finishing 
seventh in the table thanks to 
a well-taken double from in-
form striker Marc Macgregor.

With 20 minutes gone, Jack 
Henry nodded the ball on to 
Macgregor but the striker’s 
tame effort was easily gathered 
by Buckie’s young keeper Lee 
Herbert – fresh from playing 
for Scotland under-18s against 
England in a Centenary Shield 

match at Inverurie the previous 
night.

Then a sweeping move ended 
with Macgregor pulling his shot 
wide of goal with a Buckie de-
fender getting the last touch.

At the other end, Sam 
Robertson raced through and 
drilled a deflected shot just be-
yond the far post.

Gary Manson delivered a ball 
over the top to Henry, whose 
angled drive produced a diving 
save from Herbert.

The first period looked des-
tined to end in a stalemate, but 
Macgregor had other ideas.

In the 42nd minute, with the 
Scorries probing for an open-
ing around the edge of the 
box, Macgregor neatly evaded 
the challenge of Shaun Wood 
before unleashing a powerful 
drive high past the keeper.

There was still time before the 
break for the visitors to threaten 
again. Wood picked out Steven 
Ross sneaking in at the back 
post but Sean McCarthy was 
alert to the danger.

Academy doubled their lead 
on 62 minutes with a strike that 
was all about opportunism and 
improvisation.

Sam Mackay knocked the 
ball forward and it fell nicely 
into Macgregor’s path outside 
the penalty area on the right. 
The striker was off balance and 
falling back, with a defender in 
close attendance, yet he man-
aged to send a wind-assisted 
lob over Herbert and into the 
net.

There was a more purposeful 
look about Academy now and 
Mackay set up an opening for 
Richard Macadie, who saw his 
first attempt blocked before fir-
ing a follow-up shot just wide.

When a Buckie free kick came 
to nothing, Academy raced up-
field on the counter-attack and 
Henry played Macadie through 
for a drive that was parried by 
Herbert.

McCarthy ventured out of 
his box as Buckie pressed for-
ward again and the Wick keep-
er earned a cheer for a skilful 
flick of the boot to snuff out the 
danger.

www.johnogroat-journal.co.uk Caithness Courier  27Wednesday, March 27, 2019 



Burn Street,  Wick •  tel:  01955  604314  •  www.heatcentrewick .com
THE HEAT CENTRETHE HEAT CENTRE

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm • Sat 10am - 4pm 

Old Salt StOre  
Wedding Gift List Service

Start your married life in style with our Wedding Gift List Service. Bride & Groom receive 
10% voucher of total spend as a thank you for choosing us. It's easy to set up,  

the hardest part is deciding between all the beautiful products available.

Dinner sets | Placemats | Coasters | Glassware | Pans, Kitchen Utensils,  
Casserole dishes | Bakeware | Candles | Serving Platters | Kettles,  

Tea-pots | Mugs | T-towels | Oven Gloves and much more.

Denby | Le Creuset | Churchill | Joseph Joseph.

Vouchers  
from £5.00  

also available.

9 7 7 1 3 5 4 9 6 4 2 0 1

1 3

Wick manager praises 
his team’s work ethic
Football
By Alan Hendry

We dominated throughout and 
it was really pleasing to see. 
It was a fantastic shift by the 
lads, especially on a heavy 
pitch.

Tom McKenna 

‘‘

Highland 
League 
round-up
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Wick’s Jack Henry tries to get to the ball ahead of Buckie Thistle keeper Lee Herbert at Harmsworth Park on Saturday.
Picture: Mel Roger

TOM McKenna praised 
the work ethic of his Wick 
Academy players as they 
saw off Buckie Thistle on 
Saturday to strengthen their 
bid for a top seven place in 
the Highland League.

“I thought the effort the 
lads put in was unbelieva-
ble,” the manager said after 
Marc Macgregor’s double 
had secured a 2-0 win on a 
day when a strong wind and 
a heavy surface combined to 
make it virtually impossible 
to play flowing football.

It means the Scorries 
remain unbeaten in their 
last eight league games, a 
run that includes six wins 
and two draws. Their last 
league defeat was against 
Formartine United at the 
end of December.

“Conditions were difficult. 
Both sides are known for be-
ing good footballing teams 
but it was very difficult to try 
and produce any football,” 
McKenna said.

“But I thought our lads 
were superb with their work 
ethic from start to finish 
and the football they did try 
to play. I thought we were 
convincing winners, to be 
honest.

“We dominated through-
out and it was really pleas-
ing to see. It was a fantastic 
shift by the lads, especially 

on a heavy pitch. The 
workrate was absolutely 
commendable.

“It takes us a wee bit away 

from Buckie now. They 
pressed now and again but 
we were dominant over the 
90 minutes and it was a good 
convincing three points for 
us.”

Unbeaten in the league in 
2019, McKenna’s men look in 
good shape as they prepare 
to face the top two teams – 
Cove Rangers (away) and 
Brora Rangers (home) – in 
their next two fixtures.

“It’s a great run. We have 

two difficult games coming 
up, but the lads must be re-
ally confident,” the manager 
said. 

“The players are in a good 
place after eight league 
games undefeated, sitting 
in seventh place and with 
games in hand over oth-
er teams. They’re winning 
games quite well.”

McKenna was happy to 
see Marc Macgregor getting 
among the goals again.

“He was out for a wee 
while. He has come back 
and looks fresh and sharp 
and he’s enjoying his foot-
ball again, which is good,” 
McKenna said.

“He’s in a rich vein of form 
at the moment.”

Buckie Thistle’s assistant 
manager Lewis MacKinnon 
admitted Academy were the 
fitter team.

“It was tough conditions, 
but it was the same for both 

teams and I think Wick 
adapted better,” MacKinnon 
said. 

“They played on this pitch 
a couple of nights ago [a 
2-0 win against Nairn on 
Wednesday] and I thought 
their legs might go, but ac-
tually they were the fitter 
team and that was one of the 
things that disappointed me.

“I didn’t think there was 
much in the game. Just be-
fore half-time is never a 
good time to concede a goal. 

“Steven Ross had a good 
chance but he took a heavy 
touch – unfortunately that 
was probably our only 
chance of the game. In the 
second half I thought there 
was a foul on Callum Murray 
in the box. They broke away 
and got a bit of luck.

“The big striker just 
seemed to hang a leg out 
and the wind took it in, so 
there was a bit of a fortune 
there, the rub of the green.

“Nothing really dropped 
for us. We huffed and puffed. 
It was a tight game between 
two teams in mid-table  
but unfortunately we are 
carrying on the trend of 
a good performance one 
week and then a poorer 
performance.

“We need more consist-
ency. We had four or five 
changes from the last game. 
It was a disappointing day.

“Seventh place is our tar-
get as we can’t catch the 
teams above. We’ve got five 
games to go after this – very 
winnable games – so we’ll 
be going all out to win those 
and finish seventh. That has 
become our target. 

“We need to finish the sea-
son on a high, so we’ll look 
to get a run of wins together 
to the end of the season.”
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