
Jags’ lead is cut to three 
points after shock defeat
BUCKIE Thistle saw their lead 
at the top of the Highland 
League cut to three points 
after their shock 4-3 loss at 
Huntly.

The Christie Park men were 
4-0 up inside 20 minutes 
through Kai Ross, Ross Still (2) 
and Ashley Ballam. The Jags 
battled back with goals from 
Andy MacAskill, Sam Urquhart 
and Scott Adams but the home 
side held on for the win.

Buckie now have not only 

Brora breathing down their 
necks but Inverurie Locos as 
well as they moved to third, 
behind the Cattachs on goal 
difference, after a 3-2 win at 
Fraserburgh.

Chris Angus (2) and Neil 
Gauld struck for Locos while 
Paul Campbell and Willie West 
were on target for the Broch.

Rothes were 3-0 winners 
against Clach, while 
Lossiemouth defeated Turriff 
United by the same score.

Gillespie strike 
proves decisive
Football
By Matt Leslie

Brora’s Colin Williamson and Wick’s Gordon MacNab challenge for the ball in midfield.  Pictures: Mel Roger

Mackay feared 
late attempt 
was heading in
BRORA manager Steven Mackay admitted 
his heart was in his mouth as Jack Halliday 
came within the width of a post of securing a 
draw for Wick Academy in the last action of 
Saturday’s derby at Harmsworth Park.

Mackay was glad to take three points but 
acknowledged his side would have had no 
excuses had Halliday’s effort gone in rather 
than bounce off an upright.

“We were a little 
bit disappointed 
with our 
performance given 
the levels that 
we have reached 
during the season,” 
Mackay said.

“But we’ve come 
away from here 
with a clean sheet 
and three points.

“The goal was a 
good move from 
the right and Dale 
Gillespie finished 
it really well. I felt 
we could have 
kicked on from there but it didn’t happen.

“With the score at 1-0 Wick were going to feel 
that they would have a chance of coming back.

“My heart was in my mouth when their 
player had that chance late on. I thought it was 
in. That could be a season-defining moment 
given results elsewhere went our way and 
we’ve come away relatively unscathed – albeit 
rather fortunate to have done so.”

Sean McCarthy dives to save header from Tom Kelly.

Formartine keep 
cup run going
FORMARTINE United’s Scottish Cup dream 
lives on following a dramatic 2-1 win at Gala 
Fairydean.

Garry Wood had put the Pitmedden side 
ahead only for Gala’s Jacob Campbell to 
equalise. However, with 15 minutes left, Stuart 
Smith headed in to set up a home tie in the 
next round against East Kilbride.

Fort William’s cup story is now closed as 
their home replay against SPFL side Albion 
Rovers ended in a 5-0 defeat.

In the Highland League, Colin Charlesworth 
and Robert Scott got the goals for Deveronvale 
as they came away from Forres with a 2-1 win. 
Stuart Sloane netted for the Can-Cans.

Keith went goal crazy against Strathspey 
Thistle as they dished out a 7-1 thumping. 
Cammy Keith led the way with four, including 
one from the penalty spot.

HIGHLAND LEAGUE LATEST

Goalscorer Dale Gillespie 
(left) with Gavin Morrison.

Highland League table

 P W D L F A Pts
Buckie Thistle 13 11 0 2 37 14 33
Brora Rangers 12 10 0 2 39 7 30
Inverurie Locos 13 10 0 3 36 20 30
Fraserburgh 12 9 2 1 43 14 29
Rothes 12 9 1 2 32 10 28
Nairn County 11 7 2 2 21 16 23
Formartine United 10 7 1 2 28 5 22
Forres Mechanics 13 5 2 6 35 26 17
Keith 14 5 2 7 24 42 17
Deveronvale 12 5 1 6 18 20 16
Wick Academy 13 4 2 7 21 27 14
Strathspey Thistle 12 3 1 8 16 30 10
Huntly 13 2 4 7 17 34 10
Turriff United 13 2 2 9 16 38 8
Lossiemouth 13 2 0 11 7 39 6
Clachnacuddin 12 1 2 9 10 29 5
Fort William 10 1 0 9 9 38 3

Academy’s Gary Manson powers past John Pickles of Brora.

Wick Acad ..... 0
Brora ............. 1
A BATTLING display from 
Wick Academy in Saturday’s 
Highland League derby was 
undone by a fleeting moment 
of quality and an agonising last-
gasp miss.

For much of the match at 
Harmsworth Park title-chasing 
Brora Rangers were frustrated 
by the Scorries’ game plan, but 
Dale Gillespie needed only half 
a second on the ball to crash 
home the winner from outside 
the box.

Had Jack Halliday been 
more accurate when a chance 
came his way right at the end, 
he could have halted the visi-
tors’ march up the table – but  
instead Academy were denied 
by the woodwork.

It was a shame that Halliday’s 
day should be marked by that 
injury-time miss as up until 
then he had run his socks off 
in midfield chasing down every 
ball.

There was a blow for Wick on 
the morning of the game with 
attacker Davie Allan having to 
go to hospital following stom-
ach pains.

The Scorries also had to 

deploy top scorer Craig Gunn 
at right-back.

No doubt mindful of the 6-0 
North of Scotland Cup hiding 
at Dudgeon Park earlier in the 
season, Academy proceeded 
to cut off any space the visitors 
craved. They simply were not 
given time to settle as Wick har-
ried and hustled throughout, 
with Halliday and Jack Henry 
stifling Brora’s midfield.

Gunn was also outstanding 
in his right-back role. Brora 
winger Paul Brindle must have 
wondered what he’d done in 
a previous life to deserve an 
out-of-position striker playing 
out of his skin at right-back.

Having denied Brora time 
and space, a brief window was 
presented to Gillespie just be-
fore the half-hour mark. He 
took full advantage, unleash-
ing a powerful low shot that left 
Sean McCarthy helpless.

Brora’s John Pickles must 
have wondered how his crafty 

chip didn’t nestle into the net 
instead of coming back off the 
bar 10 minutes from the end.

Wick’s Gordon MacNab had 
a half-chance in the inside-left 
channel but he couldn’t pro-
duce the composed finish that 
was required as he pulled his 
shot wide of goal.

Academy had barely tested 
Joe Malin and the lack of action 
clearly got to the Brora keeper 
as a rush of blood to the head 
deep into stoppage time nearly 
cost his side two points.

A corner came in from the left 
which could have easily have 
been headed away by any one 
of the visitors’ centre-halves. 
Malin, though, keen no doubt 
for something to do, raced out 
to try and punch the ball away.

Instead he flapped at it and 
the ball fell to Halliday. But with 
an open net inviting an equal-
iser, the midfielder scuffed his 
shot against the base of the far 
post.
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McKenna still proud of 
team after derby loss
Football
By Matt Leslie

The result didn’t go our 
way, but hopefully that 
performance will be the 
foundation for us to get our 
season going again.

Tom McKenna 

‘‘

Highland 
League 
latest 
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Man of the match Craig Gunn, who was deployed at right-back for Academy, slides in to steal the ball from Brora’s Paul Brindle.                Picture: Mel Roger

WICK boss Tom McKenna 
said he couldn’t have been 
more proud of his players 
following their 1-0 der-
by-day loss to Brora.

With a number of key 
players ruled out, the man-
ager had to shuffle his pack 
and make do with those still 
standing.

As Brora were at full 
strength, Wick fans might 
have been forgiven had they 
been fearing a repeat of the 
heavy defeat their favourites 
suffered at the hands of the 
Cattachs in a cup tie earlier 
this season.

While ultimately it did end 
in defeat for the Scorries, 
the tight scoreline and 
much-improved perfor-
mance from Wick’s make-
shift XI did give McKenna 
renewed hope for the rest of 
the campaign.

“You couldn’t ask for any 
more from the lads,” he said. 
“I thought they were fan-
tastic today and I’m really 
proud of them.

“We were up against a 
team that’s spent thousands 
and thousands of pounds 
and we’ve taken them to the 
wire, gone toe-to-toe with 
them and matched them. 
That was absolutely brilliant.

“Yes, the result didn’t go 
our way, but hopefully that 
performance will be the 

foundation for us to build 
upon and get our season go-
ing again.

“Taking into consideration 

we got battered 6-0 the last 
time we played them, we did 
have a point to prove. 

“You look at the players 
we had missing. I took a 
phone call from Davie Allan 
and he said he had to go off 
to hospital. We’ll hopefully 
find out soon the extent of 
what he was suffering with 
and how soon he can return 
to the squad.

“We were also missing 
Sam Mackay and Grant 

Steven but the players who 
came in did brilliantly.

“Grant took a knock in 
training and our intention 
after that was to move Craig 
Gunn to right-back as he has 
filled in for us before in that 
role.

“Craig was man of the 
match. He was up against 
one of the top players [Paul 
Brindle] in the league. He 
kept him quiet and forced 
their manager to substitute 

him as he wasn’t getting 
much out of Craig.

“Every single one of them 
was superb. The formation 
worked for us as it was very 
solid. The lads are commit-
ted to it as it’s working for 
them. 

“The match wasn’t for 
the purists, but if you give 
a team with the quality that 
Brora has free rein of the 
pitch they are just going to 
walk all over you.

“We wanted to frustrate 
them, contain them and re-
strict them as much as we 
could.

“Unfortunately, for the 
goal, we switched off and 
were punished for it.”

Although there were pos-
itives to be taken from the 
performance, the result 
meant that Academy had 
lost all four of their league 
games during October.
n More football – page 23
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Meet the Funders
Community Benefit Funding Advice Day

Thursday 7th November 2019 | Have all your questions answered!
• How to complete application forms
• Match funding – what and where
• 1-1 discussions on your project

• Feedback – what to collect
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