
McLeod pleased with his 
players’ battling qualities
FORMER Wick Academy defender 
Sandy McLeod was happy with 
the outcome on his first visit 
to Harmsworth Park as Clach 
manager.

McLeod, who made more than 
100 appearances for Academy 
in the 1990s, said: “It was a 
hard-fought game. I thought in 
the second half we had a few 
half-chances and we could have 
maybe got the three points.

“But we’re happy coming here 
and getting a draw because Wick 

are a good side. The boys battled 
well.”

McLeod, who was appointed as 
Clach boss at the end of August, 
has a lot of faith in his squad. “It 
has been up and down, but you’re 
going to get that,” he said.

“We have a good bunch of boys 
and they work hard. They can 
handle most of the teams apart 
from maybe the top three or four.

“They put up a good show today 
so I’m happy with that. I wish Wick 
all the best.”

Scorries have to 
settle for a draw
Football
By Alan Hendry

Michael Finnis brings down Academy’s Sam Mackay on the edge of the penalty box.       Pictures: Mel Roger

Keith victory 
lifts them above 
Wick in table
KEITH’S all-time record scorer Cammy Keith 
struck his 250th goal for the club in a 4-0 
victory over Fort William at Kynoch Park on 
Saturday – a result that lifted the Maroons over 
Formartine United and Wick Academy into 
ninth place in the Highland League.

Craig MacAskill gave the home side an early 
lead and Cammy Keith’s landmark strike came 
from the penalty spot on the half-hour mark.

James Brownie 
extended Keith’s 
lead in the second 
half and MacAskill 
completed 
the scoring in 
spectacular style 
with his second of 
the afternoon.

Buckie Thistle, 
who entertain 
Academy this 
weekend, had 
their keeper 
Daniel Bell 
red-carded in 
a 3-2 defeat at 
Fraserburgh.

Scott Barbour put the Broch ahead and it got 
worse for the Jags when Bell was sent off.

Buckie equalised through a Sam Urquhart 
spot-kick only for Paul Campbell to restore 
Fraserburgh’s advantage. Andy MacAskill got 
the Jags back on level terms but Campbell’s 
penalty secured all three points.

Buckie manager Graeme Stewart was shown 
red at full time for remarks to a linesman.

Gordon MacNab tries to steal the ball from Alasdair Gillies.

We can do better, 
says Brora boss
BRORA Rangers tightened their grip on top 
spot in the Highland League with a runaway 
8-0 victory at Lossiemouth on Saturday – 
although player/manager Steven Mackay still 
sees room for improvement.

“It was great to win so convincingly and keep 
another clean sheet, although I think we can 
still play better,” Mackay said after the Cattachs 
made it six league victories in a row – a run that 
has seen them fire in 26 goals with just one 
conceded. On target at Grant Park were Tom 
Kelly, Martin Maclean (2), Bjorn Wagenaar, 
Jordan MacRae, Paul Brindle, Greg Morrison 
and Dale Gillespie (penalty).

Formartine United suffered another setback, 
losing 3-0 to Deveronvale at Princess Royal 
Park. Inverurie Locos were 4-0 winners 
at Forres, Rothes won 2-0 at Nairn, and 
Strathspey Thistle lost 4-2 at home to Turriff.

Highland League news

Cammy Keith hit his 250th 
goal for the Maroons.

 Pl  W  D  L  F  A  Pts 
Brora Rangers 17 15 0 2 64 8 45 
Inverurie Locos 18 14 0 4 54 24 42 
Fraserburgh 16 12 3 1 52 17 39 
Rothes 16 12 2 2 41 11 38 
Buckie Thistle 15 11 0 4 39 24 33 
Forres Mechanics 20 9 3 8 53 37 30 
Nairn County 16 9 3 4 31 24 30 
Deveronvale 19 8 2 9 31 36 26 
Keith 18 7 3 8 33 47 24 
Formartine United 14 7 2 5 31 13 23 
Wick Academy 19 6 5 8 28 34 23 
Huntly 18 4 4 10 26 48 16 
Clachnacuddin 19 3 3 13 19 45 12 
Turriff United 18 3 2 13 22 61 11 
Strathspey Thistle 14 3 1 10 19 36 10 
Lossiemouth 19 3 1 15 14 57 10 
Fort William 12 1 0 11 9 44 3

Scott Graham of Clach appears to stand on Alan Farquhar’s ankle.

THERE was festive frustra-
tion for Wick Academy as they 
had to settle for a share of the 
points with Clachnacuddin at 
Harmsworth Park in their last 
Highland League fixture before 
Christmas.

Both goals in the 1-1 draw 
came inside the opening quar-
ter as Jack Henry cancelled out 
Scott Graham’s early opener for 
Clach.

For much of the game the 
Scorries looked more than ca-
pable of making it back-to-back 
wins following the previous 
Saturday’s fine 2-1 away suc-
cess over Formartine United. 
But although they had the edge 
in terms of possession and 
pressure, the home side fell 
short where it mattered most – 
in front of goal.

Clach forged ahead in their 
first attack, with six minutes 
gone, after being awarded a free 
kick on the edge of the box in a 
central position.

Graham’s dead-ball attempt 
was charged down by the wall, 
but the rebound fell kindly for 

him and he hooked a dipping 
shot into the net to the left of 
the diving Gordon Clark.

The equaliser on 18 min-
utes owed much to the deter-
mination and persistence of 

Sam Mackay. He battled for 
possession on the right, close 
to the by-line, and just as the 
midfielder looked to have been 
crowded out he managed to 
win the ball back.

It was played across the edge 
of the box and Henry struck an 
unerring left-foot shot beyond 
Jake Williamson into the bot-
tom corner.

It was Academy’s first goal at 
Harmsworth Park for more than 
three months – since Richard 
Macadie completed the scor-
ing in the 5-1 victory over 
Lossiemouth on September 14.

Ryan Campbell was off target 
with a long-range effort after a 
marauding run down the left by 
Gary Manson, linking up with 
Davie Allan.

Allan was involved again in 
another fast-paced attack as he 
put Gordon MacNab through, 
but the striker’s low effort was 
blocked by Williamson.

Academy won a free kick on 

the edge of the box after a foul 
on Mackay by Michael Finnis. 
Mackay took the kick himself 
but dragged it just wide.

An incisive move on the right 
culminated in Campbell play-
ing the ball across the face of 
goal and Jack Halliday looked 
certain to score from point-
blank range. However, he was 
denied either by a bobble or 
by the slightest of touches from 
a backtracking defender – or a 
combination of both.

The visitors carved out a se-
ries of half-chances early in 
the second half. Martin Callum 
latched on to a loose ball and 
his opportunist strike trundled 
just past a post, a free kick by 
Callum was nodded wide by 
Finnis, then Ross Logan broke 
clear but lost control.

The sponsors’ man of the 
match trophy went to Ryan 
Campbell, who impressed with 
his ball-winning ability and in-
telligent distribution.
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Self-belief won’t be a 
problem for Academy
Football
By Alan Hendry

Buckie are strong, they’re 
organised and they’ve got 
individuals with a lot of 
quality. But we’ve got players 
that can cause them problems.

Tom McKenna 
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Jack Henry fires home Wick Academy’s equaliser against Clachnacuddin from the edge of the 18-yard box.                  Picture: Mel Roger

WICK Academy boss Tom 
McKenna insists his play-
ers will not be lacking in 
self-belief as they head to 
Victoria Park for tomorrow’s 
Highland League match 
against Buckie Thistle.

The Jags are sitting in 
fifth place, while Academy 
dropped to 11th after last 
Saturday’s 1-1 draw at home 
to Clachnacuddin.

But the Scorries have 
fared better away this sea-
son than at Harmsworth 
Park, picking up 15 points 
on their travels as opposed 
to eight at home. With squad 
numbers gradually im-
proving, McKenna believes 
they should have nothing 
to fear – despite the disrup-
tion to the training schedule 
caused by Christmas falling 
in midweek. 

“Buckie is a very diffi-
cult place to go. They’re a 
good team at home. They’re 
strong, they’re organised 
and they’ve got individuals 
with a lot of quality,” he said.

“But we’ll go there with 
a lot of confidence and 
self-belief. We’ve got players 
in our team that can cause 
them a lot of problems.

“It’s a decent pitch to play 
on as well. The boys like 
to play football and when 
you’ve got a good playing 
surface it really helps.”

Academy were thumped 
5-2 at Victoria Park last sea-
son but won 3-1 on their 
previous visit. When the 
teams met at Harmsworth 
Park in August, Buckie came 
from behind to win 2-1.

The Scorries went into the 
Clach match looking to keep 

up the momentum from the 
2-1 victory over Formartine 
United. But it ended all 
square after Scott Graham’s 
early opener for the visitors 
was cancelled out by a strike 
from Jack Henry.

“It was a frustrating  
afternoon,” said McKenna, 
who felt that the bumpy 
Harmsworth playing surface 
had been a factor.

“The pitch is not condu-
cive to how they want to 
play, but then you’ve got 
to be able to be adaptable,” 
he said. “Either team could 
have won it – the game was 
quite evenly balanced.

“I think we just came un-
stuck in the first 10 minutes. 
We didn’t settle in to the 
game quickly enough, we 
conceded a free kick and 
they eventually scored from 
the second phase of that, so 
we were chasing the game.

“We got ourselves back in 
it through Jack Henry and 
we had a great opportunity 
across the face of goal with 
Jack Halliday.

“No disrespect, but these 
are the teams we should be 
getting three points against. 
It was two points dropped 
for us but that’s probably 
been the story of the season.

“It was frustrating after 
the excellent performance 
against Formartine.

“The lads wanted a wee bit 
more and they expected a 
wee bit more. Those are the 
standards they have set for 
themselves. Unfortunately 
there hasn’t really been any 
consistency in our perfor-
mances throughout the year 
and this was just an example 
of that.”

He added: “We’re starting 
to get good numbers again 
and the squad is a lot health-
ier at the moment, so we’re 
in a good position regarding 
personnel.”

McKenna is looking for-
ward to getting Craig Gunn 
back from injury and linking 
up again with Davie Allan 
in attack. “Craig is probably 
the most natural goalscorer 
we’ve got in the team so his 
absence is really missed,” 
the manager said.

“At the moment Davie 
Allan is being really con-
structive. He is working very 
hard – he just doesn’t stop.

“He unsettles people, and 
with the goalscoring abil-
ity Craig has got, and with 
Davie working the way he is, 
it’ll be a great partnership.”
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