
MacMorran picks out the 
positives after final match
AFTER his final game as Fort 
William manager, Russell 
MacMorran chose to focus on 
the positives.

“I’m disappointed for 
the lads,” MacMorran said 
following Fort’s 4-1 defeat at 
Harmsworth Park on Saturday. 
“It’s a long trip and everybody 
wanted to finish on a high. It 
just wasn’t to be. 

“We’ve got no excuses. Wick 
got two goals within three 
minutes against the run of play 

so we were always on the back 
foot. But the guys showed their 
determination, they plugged 
away and they played some 
really nice football.

“The lads need to realise 
they can’t have long periods of 
possession and not actually do 
anything with it.

“Saying that, you’ve got to 
take the positives – and the 
positives today were that we 
created a lot of chances and 
actually it was a decent game.”

Scorries see off 
Fort challenge
Football
By Alan Hendry

Wick’s Sam Mackay drives through from midfield during the victory over Fort William.   Pictures: Mel Roger

Davidson eyeing 
a top-four place 
for Nairn County
STRIKER Scott Davidson says Nairn County 
should be aiming for a top-four finish in the 
Highland League after they beat second-placed 
Inverurie Locos 3-2 at Station Park to move 
into the top six.

Nairn have taken seven points out of nine 
from the top three teams in the league at home.

Davidson, who scored twice for Nairn on 
Saturday, said: “We’re not far off the top four. 
There’s no reason 
for us not to creep 
up there.

“Our manager 
thinks we can, I 
believe him and 
I am sure some 
of the other boys 
do as well. I think 
that it is a realistic 
ambition.”

Jonathan 
Smith missed a 
first-half penalty 
for Locos before 
Neil Maclean 
put them ahead. 
Nairn levelled 
a minute before half-time through Davidson 
and the striker put Nairn in front early in the 
second half.

Chris Angus drew Inverurie level but Gordon 
McNab scored three minutes from time to give 
Nairn victory.

Strathspey Thistle came away from 
Lossiemouth with a 2-0 victory thanks to goals 
from Liam Taylor and Chris Innes.

Wick’s Sean McCarthy blocks a shot from Jack Brown.

Brora go six clear 
at top of the table
BRORA Rangers moved six points clear at the 
top of the Highland League on Saturday after 
maintaining their relentless run with a 4-0 
victory at Huntly.

The Cattachs made it eight league wins in 
a row with goals from Andrew Macrae, James 
Wallace, Martin Maclean and Jordan Macrae.

Third-placed Fraserburgh, who have two 
games in hand on Brora, kept their title 
ambitions on course by thumping Turriff 
United 4-0 at home. On target for the Broch 
were Ryan Cowie, Paul Campbell, Sean 
Butcher and Gary Harris.

Buckie Thistle’s title quest suffered a setback 
after a 2-1 defeat at Formartine United with 
Conor Gethins netting a stoppage-time winner.

Keith stunned Forres Mechanics 4-1 at 
Kynoch Park, while 10-man Deveronvale drew 
1-1 at home to Clach.

Highland League news

Scott Davidson scored twice 
as Nairn beat Inverurie.

Highland League
 P W D L F A Pts 
Brora Rangers 19 17 0 2 73 8 51 
Inverurie Locos 20 15 0 5 63 28 45 
Fraserburgh 17 13 3 1 56 17 42 
Rothes 17 13 2 2 43 11 41 
Buckie Thistle 17 12 0 5 44 26 36 
Nairn County 18 10 3 5 34 31 33 
Forres Mechanics 22 9 3 10 55 43 30 
Keith 20 8 4 8 40 51 28 
Deveronvale 20 8 3 9 32 37 27 
Formartine United 15 8 2 5 33 14 26 
Wick Academy 21 7 5 9 32 39 26 
Strathspey Thistle 16 5 1 10 23 37 16 
Huntly 20 4 4 12 26 54 16 
Clachnacuddin 20 3 4 13 20 46 13 
Turriff United 20 3 3 14 25 68 12 
Lossiemouth 21 3 1 17 15 66 10 
Fort William 13 1 0 12 10 48 3

Jack Henry hurdles a challenge from Fort William’s Ross Gunn.

WICK Academy began 2020 
with a win that was convincing 
enough in the end, although 
they certainly didn’t have it all 
their own way against a young 
and spirited Fort William side.

Saturday’s 4-1 Highland 
League victory will go down 
in the Academy history books 
for two goalscoring landmarks. 
Richard Macadie’s double took 
his tally to 200 in competitive 
games, while Gary Manson – 
now in his 20th year at the club 
– got his 50th.

There was a double dose 
of New Year cheer for the 
Harmsworth faithful as the 
Scorries went 2-0 up inside 
the opening three minutes, 
but Fort responded well and 
reduced the deficit. It wasn’t 
until Manson netted from the 
penalty spot just before the 
hour mark that Academy could 
breathe easily.

Fort are in their customary 
bottom spot in the league ta-
ble with one win and 12 de-
feats from their opening 13 
fixtures. However, boosted by 

last summer’s loan deal for 
nine Caley Thistle youth play-
ers, their performances have 
improved greatly this term – as 
has their goals-against col-
umn – and they have had some 

excellent results in the cup 
competitions.

Local supporters were keen 
to get a look at Wick lad Ross 
Gunn, one of the Caley Thistle 
contingent. He was a lively 
presence on the right wing, 
especially in the first half, and 
delivered a series of dangerous 
crosses.

Davie Allan started and 
finished the move that saw 
Academy open the scoring after 
two minutes. He embarked on a 
determined run to the edge of 
the box before playing the ball 
out to Jonah Martens on the 
left. Martens sent it back into 
the penalty area and it fell nice-
ly for Allan, who despatched a 
well-placed shot into the cor-
ner of the net.

A minute later Academy 
struck again. Alan Hughes on 
the right picked out Macadie, 
whose low drive evaded the 
diving Mateusz Kulbacki.

Fort pulled one back on 

16 minutes after forcing two 
corners in quick succession. 
Gunn’s delivery was nod-
ded in at close range by Harry 
Nicolson.

Ryan Campbell let fly from 
distance and brought a finger-
tip save from Kulbacki, but Fort 
were carving out chances of 
their own at the other end.

There was a more purpose-
ful look about Academy after 
the break and they earned a 
penalty after 57 minutes when 
Allan was bundled over after 
getting on the end of a long 
ball. Manson sent Kulbacki the 
wrong way from the spot.

Academy completed the 
scoring after 78 minutes. The 
tireless Allan created space 
on the right before crossing to 
Macadie, who produced a typ-
ically classy finish to send the 
ball high into the net.

It was a worthy way for the 
club’s record scorer to reach the 
200 mark.
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Macadie praised 
after 200th goal
Football
By Alan Hendry

‘Fort can 
finish 
off the 
bottom’
OUTGOING manager 
Russell MacMorran says 
he is convinced Fort 
William will climb away 
from bottom spot in the 
Highland League by the 
end of the season.

Fort’s struggles in 
recent years have been 
well documented. This 
campaign has seen a 
marked upturn in their 
fortunes, helped by an 
influx of youth players on 
loan from Caley Thistle, 
although they are again 
propping up the table.

Saturday’s defeat at 
Harmsworth Park was 
the last game in charge 
for MacMorran, who 
is taking a break from 
football management. He 
is signed off from his job 
as a road policing officer 
after being diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD).

“The boys are young 
and learning and that’s 
another experience for 
them,” MacMorran said.

“Things haven’t gone 
the way that we would 
want, but it would be 
naive of people to write 
the lads off just now. 
We’ve still got seven 
games in hand and 
in every game they’re 
learning – you can see it.

“There is no doubt in 
my mind that it’ll click for 
the guys and it’ll hopefully 
work out. I do believe 
that they will finish off the 
bottom of the table.”

He added: “The football 
has been a fantastic thing 
for me, helping me in my 
recovery with PTSD.

“I can’t thank the club 
and the guys enough. 
But it’s now at a point 
where I need to take that 
step back and it’s a new 
chapter in recovery.”

Richard has been here a long 
time and he’s the leading 
scorer, so to get his 200th 
goal at the start of a new year 
is fantastic for him.

Tom McKenna
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It’s 200 competitive goals for Richard Macadie as his shot flies past Fort William keeper Mateusz Kulbacki.      Picture: Mel Roger

MANAGER Tom McKenna 
hailed Richard Macadie as 
“professional through and 
through” after the attacking 
midfielder brought his goal 
tally in competitive games 
for Wick Academy to 200.

Macadie (32) is the 
club’s record scorer and he 
reached the double century 
with a goal in each half dur-
ing Saturday’s 4-1 Highland 
League victory over Fort 
William at Harmsworth 
Park.

“Richard just doesn’t 
stop. His enthusiasm is un-
believable,” McKenna said 
afterwards. “He still wants 
to play, he still wants to be 
involved.

“The football club means 
a lot to Richard. For me, he’s 
professional through and 
through.

“He has been here a long 
time and he’s the leading 
scorer, so to get his 200th 
goal at the start of a new year 
is fantastic for him.”

McKenna looks upon 
Macadie and other 
long-serving players such 
as Gary Manson and Davie 
Allan as role models for 
younger members of the 
squad. All three were on the 
scoresheet on Saturday.

“I think they’re in the same 
mould, Gary, Davie and 
Richard – they’re ultimate 

professionals,” McKenna 
said. “They look after them-
selves, the club means a lot 
to them, and they take a lot 
of pride in what they do.”

McKenna has set his team 
the challenge of gathering 
as many points as possi-
ble from now to the end 
of the season and getting 

themselves up the league 
table.

While pleased with the 
win on Saturday, he ac-
knowledged that the young 
Fort William side – featur-
ing six players on loan from 
Caley Thistle – had contrib-
uted a lot to the game.

“They started off quite 
brightly and I thought we 
scored two goals against the 
run of play,” McKenna said.

“We went a bit flat and al-
lowed them to play.

“They’re young profes-
sionals and they are techni-
cally very gifted players.

“If you give them time and 
space they are going to cause 

you problems. I don’t know 
if they’re training every day 
but their sharpness and fit-
ness levels are going to be 
very high.

“I thought we weren’t ef-
fective enough off the ball 
and when we were on it I 
thought we gave it away too 
easily.”

At half-time, with Fort 
having reduced the deficit 
to 2-1, McKenna urged his 
players to press higher.

“I told them to compete 
more for the first balls and 
be more proactive on the 
second balls. I just want-
ed us to keep the ball a bit 
longer,” he said.

“I thought our reten-
tion of the ball was poor. 
Sometimes we blame the 
pitch but they [Fort William] 
were able to do it.

“We were a wee bit better 
in the second half. We got 
tighter to them and made it 
difficult for them.

“With all due respect 
they’re a good team, good 
young lads. They try to do 
the right things and play 
football the right way, and 
I’ve got to give them a lot of 
credit.

“But for us it’s three 
points, it’s job done, and it 
sets us up nicely for the sec-
ond half the season.”
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