
Sending off had a massive 
impact, says Brora boss
BRORA player/manager Steven 
Mackay agreed that Jack 
Halliday’s red card was a key 
moment the far north derby 
– and he was in no doubt that 
referee Scott Leslie made the 
correct decision.

“Obviously the sending off 
made a massive impact on the 
game, and I think it was the 
right decision – Greg Morrison 
was clean through and was 
taken out in no uncertain 
terms,” Mackay said.

“That obviously gave us the 
advantage.

“I was pleased with the 
result. The performance was 
okay at times but a little bit of 
sloppiness crept in.

“Our message at half-time 
was to go and kill the game 
off and not allow them to work 
their way back into it.

“We didn’t do that. Sam 
Mackay’s goal made the game 
a little bit tighter than we were 
comfortable with.”

Red card kills 
off Wick hopes
Football
By Alan Hendry

Wick’s Ryan Campbell in an aerial challenge with Brora’s Dale Gillespie. Pictures: Mel Roger

Jags come from 
behind to move 
into top four
BUCKIE Thistle moved up to fourth after twice 
coming from behind to beat Huntly 4-2 in a 
fiery clash at Victoria Park.

Ross Still’s opener for Huntly was cancelled 
out by Kyle Macleod early in the second half, 
only for Zander Jack to restore the visitors’ 
lead.

Lewis MacKinnon got the Jags level again 
and Huntly’s task become a whole lot harder 
when they had 
Kai Ross and 
Nathan Meres 
red-carded within 
a few minutes of 
each other. The 
Huntly bench 
took exception 
and both assistant 
manager Ricky 
Cheyne and sub 
goalkeeper John 
Farquhar were 
dismissed.

Goals by Sam 
Urquhart and 
Callum Murray 
made sure of the 
points for Buckie.

Forres Mechanics moved into seventh spot 
with a 3-1 win at Deveronvale.

Two goals in the space of a minute in the first 
half put Mechanics in charge. Owen Paterson 
swept home the opener and Lee Fraser got a 
header. Allan MacPhee fired in a third before 
the break to put Forres firmly in command.

Greg Buchan pulled one back for Vale.

Wick’s Craig Gunn tackles John Pickles of Brora.

Anderson seals 
points for Rothes
FORMER Wick Academy forward Steven 
Anderson was on the scoresheet as Rothes 
moved up to third place in the Highland 
League with a 2-0 win against Formartine 
United at Mackessack Park.

Anderson struck just after the hour mark to 
add to Jack Brown’s first-half goal.

Turriff United had a 2-0 home win against 
Lossiemouth, while Keith staged a second-half 
comeback to beat Strathspey Thistle 3-1.

Fixtures: Tonight – Highland League: Fort 
William v Forres Mechanics (to be played at 
Mosset Park, Forres); Fraserburgh v Huntly.

Saturday, March 14 – Highland League: 
Clachnacuddin v Fraserburgh; Fort William v 
Deveronvale; Huntly v Strathspey Thistle; Keith 
v Lossiemouth; Turriff United v Nairn County.

Highland League Cup: Brora Rangers v 
Buckie Thistle; Formartine United v Rothes.

Highland League latest

Tempers flare during the 
Buckie v Huntly match.

Picture: Eric Cormack

Highland League 

 P W D L F A Pts
Brora Rangers 26 24 0 2 96 14 72
Inverurie Locos 28 19 2 7 80 40 59
Rothes 23 17 2 4 53 22 53
Buckie Thistle 24 17 2 5 64 35 53
Fraserburgh 22 16 4 2 72 23 52
Formartine United 23 14 2 7 62 21 44
Forres Mechanics 26 12 4 10 65 48 40
Nairn County 22 12 3 7 39 41 39
Keith 27 10 4 13 50 65 34
Wick Academy 25 9 5 11 38 47 32
Deveronvale 27 9 4 14 42 56 31
Huntly 26 6 6 14 35 66 24
Strathspey Thistle 22 6 1 15 29 54 19
Turriff United 27 5 3 19 33 83 18
Clachnacuddin 27 4 4 19 27 63 16
Lossiemouth 28 4 1 23 22 87 13
Fort William 19 3 1 15 17 59 10

Wick’s Jack Henry finds himself surrounded by Brora players.

THE scoreline was emphatic 
in the end, but for much of the 
second half of Saturday’s north 
derby Wick Academy looked 
capable of emerging with at 
least a point against the run-
away Highland League lead-
ers. The consequences of one 
misplaced pass proved to be 
their undoing as Brora Rangers 
ran out 4-1 winners, with Greg 
Morrison helping himself to a 
hat-trick.

Having gone in at the break 
two goals down, the Scorries 
were camped in the Brora half 
for prolonged spells during the 
second half and they reduced 
the deficit with a fiercely struck 
shot from Sam Mackay.

Then, after 73 minutes, Jack 
Halliday misjudged a cross-
field ball which was instantly 
picked up by Morrison. As the 
Brora forward charged towards 
goal, the backtracking Halliday 
was over-zealous in seeking to 
atone for his error and his foul 
on Morrison just outside the 
box brought a red card from 
referee Scott Leslie.

A couple of minutes later 
Morrison completed his treble 
and an unfortunate own goal 
finally killed the game off.

Wick’s new management 
duo, Gary Manson and Stewart 

Ross, would have wanted to 
keep Brora at bay for as long as 
possible but the opener came 
after nine minutes. Jordan 
Macrae slipped a clever ball 
through the Wick defence and 
Morrison poked it first-time 
past Gordon Clark.

Macrae’s involvement was 
cut short six minutes later 
when he fell awkwardly and 
went over an ankle.

Morrison doubled his tally 
on 33 minutes with a screamer 
from outside the right edge of 
the penalty area.

The second period began 
with Academy showing more 
urgency and Davie Allan was 
typically proving to be a handful 
as he ran at the Brora defence.

Most of the action was hap-
pening in the Brora half and 
Academy earned a succession 
of corners. It was from one of 
these, on 59 minutes, that they 
deservedly pulled a goal back.

Brora couldn’t clear properly 

from another Ross Allan de-
livery and when the ball fell to 
Sam Mackay on the edge of the 
box he fired a left-foot shot into 
the corner of the net.

Danny Mackay tried a spec-
ulative effort from long range 
which was deflected over for 
yet another Academy corner.

Then came the sending off, 
and Brora put the outcome be-
yond any doubt on 75 minutes. 
Substitute Andrew Macrae 
played the ball across the box 
to Morrison, who had time to 
steady himself before sending a 
low drive beyond Clark.

Brora’s fourth arrived with 
10 minutes to go when Alan 
Farquhar diverted a header 
into his own net from a corner.

Wick came close on 87 min-
utes when substitute Richard 
Macadie sent a free kick into 
the box. It looked net-bound 
until Joe Malin produced a su-
perb reflex save to tip the ball 
onto the underside of the bar.
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Manson praises 
positive reaction
Football
By Alan Hendry

Morrison 
was too 
hot to 
handle
BRORA player/manager 
Steven Mackay praised 
Greg Morrison for his 
three-goal haul against 
Wick Academy on 
Saturday, saying the 
22-year-old ex-Ross 
County forward was 
“unplayable at times”.

Morrison’s treble 
helped see off a spirited 
Wick side as the Cattachs 
took another step towards 
the Highland League title 
with their 4-1 derby win at 
Dudgeon Park.

“Greg was really 
impressive throughout 
the whole of the game,” 
Mackay said. “I thought 
he was unplayable at 
times – he is such a 
strong runner and a 
powerful boy. We’ve 
always encouraged him to 
get into the box more and 
sniff out opportunities.

“I thought his first goal 
was really well taken and 
his second goal was a 
great strike. I’m not sure 
how much the keeper 
saw of it, or if he was just 
caught off guard.

“I was delighted for 
Greg. I thought between 
him and Dale Gillespie 
and the two centre-halves, 
they were the pick of the 
bunch.”

We want to win every 
game. But just to get the 
performance levels up, that’s 
what we are looking for first 
and foremost.

Gary Manson

‘‘

Highland 
League 
round-up
Page 23

Academy’s Davie Allan tackles Brora’s Martin Maclean as Jack Henry looks on. Left: Jack Halliday sees red. Pictures: Mel Roger

CO-MANAGER Gary 
Manson wants his Wick 
Academy players to main-
tain the performance levels 
they showed at Brora on 
Saturday during the remain-
der of the Highland League 
campaign.

The Scorries went down 
4-1 at Dudgeon Park as Greg 
Morrison’s treble took Brora 
another step closer to the 
title. However, Manson and 
fellow co-manager Stewart 
Ross were encouraged by 
the way Academy controlled 
the game for much of the 
second half after going in 
two goals down at the break.

Sam Mackay reduced the 
deficit and it was only after 
Jack Halliday was red-card-
ed with just over a quarter 
of an hour to go that Brora 
were able to make the points 
safe.

“Before the sending off, 
when we got it back to 2-1, 
I thought at that stage we 
would score the next goal,” 
Manson said. “We were well 
on top, we were pinning 
them back, we were winning 
corner after corner after cor-
ner, but the sending off kind 
of took the wind out of our 
sails.”

Academy signalled their 
intentions when they 
brought on the attack-mind-
ed Macadie brothers, 

Richard and Mark, midway 
through the second period.

“We were going for it,” 
Manson said. “We told the 
boys at that start that it was 
going to be tough but there 
was no reason why we 
couldn’t win the game.

“As I say, at 2-1 I thought 
were going to get the next 

goal and hopefully kick on 
and win the game. That’s 
why we made the double 
substitution when we did.

“They were on the rack 
and if we’d kicked on we 
could have won the game. 
It was just unfortunate with 
the sending off.

“I think the wind played a 
big part. Joe Malin [Brora’s 
keeper] has a big kick on 
him and in the second half 
you could see that he was 
struggling to get it over the 
halfway line.

“In the first half it wasn’t 
one-sided in terms of chanc-
es. Maybe in terms of territo-
ry it was, but that was down 

to the wind. In the second 
half it changed.”

Co-manager Stewart Ross 
echoed Manson’s senti-
ments. “We felt we were on 
top and the game was only 
going one way,” he said, re-
flecting on that spell in the 
second half.

“Everything we asked the 
boys to do at half-time, they 
did. We asked them to im-
pose themselves, we asked 
them to start taking shots.

“We got the goal and Brora 
were toiling, they were on 
the ropes. It was just a shame 
it happened the way it did.”

Manson added: “We asked 
for a reaction and I think we 

got it. We weren’t getting 
that sort of performance 
two, three, four months ago.

“That sets the standard 
for the last seven games in 
terms of work rate, applica-
tion and quality – in the sec-
ond half I thought the quali-
ty was really good.

“We want to win every 
game. But just to get the per-
formance levels up, that’s 
what we are looking for first 
and foremost, because per-
formances of late haven’t 
been good enough. If we can 
get the performance levels 
up, the points will come on 
the back of that. That’s what 
I’m looking for.”
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