
Scorries are 
hit for six in 
cup calamity
Football
by Matt Leslie

‘This hurts a lot,’ admits 
assistant boss Hughes
ASSISTANT boss Richard Hughes 
was left ruing a number of 
defensive errors that led to 
Academy being dumped out of 
the North of Scotland Cup.

The Scorries did themselves no 
favours with their lame attempt 
to put up a rearguard action 
during their 6-0 hammering at 
Dudgeon Park.

Hughes said: “This defeat 
hurts a lot – especially how we 
conceded the goals.

“The first one was a deflection 
but I thought we were still in it in 
the first half. Then we gave away 
a silly free kick and they got a 
second just before half-time.

“I’m not going to take anything 
away from the lad as it was a 
great free kick, but it did feel like 
a punch in the gut because we 

were still in this going into the 
interval.

“We were still in the game at 
2-0 but that’s what Brora do to 
you – they grind you down. But 
the manner in which we lost the 
goals is disappointing.

“Hopefully we can get it sorted 
over the next few games.

“There were a lot of positives 
in that first half but that second 
goal was the killer. Yes, Brora 
controlled the second half, but 
our defending inside our own six-
yard box was not good.

“We also gave away the ball too 
easily and were punished for it. 
We’ll just have to soldier on and 
try and bounce back from this.”

Academy return to Highland 
League action tomorrow as they 
host Buckie Thistle.
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Scott Davidson stabs home Brora’s fifth goal (top); Jack Halliday wins a 
header (right); and Alan Hughes finds his way blocked. Pictures: Mel Roger

DEFENSIVE errors proved cost-
ly for Wick Academy as they 
went crashing out of the North of 
Scotland Cup with a 6-0 hammer-
ing at Brora on Wednesday night.

Admittedly, the Scorries were 
unlucky with Brora’s first goal. 
Jordan Macrae’s shot from outside 
the box may well have gone in any-
way but a heavy deflection ensured 
keeper Sean McCarthy would have 
no chance of stopping it.

Wick were holding their own 
in the first half but not doing very 
much on the rare occasions that 
Brora let them have the ball.

A silly foul just outside the box 
on the stroke of half-time more or 
less ensured Wick’s cup adventure 
would not be progressing beyond 
the quarter-finals.

Having only just come on as 
a substitute for the injured Paul 
Brindle, Bjorn Wagenaar with his 
first touch curled in a beauty of 
a free kick to put Brora firmly in 
command.

The deflated body language of 
the Scorries was plain for all to see 
and they were still shell-shocked 
when they came out for the second 
half.

Brora could smell blood and 
duly put their visitors to the sword.

Poor marking allowed Mark 
Nicolson a free header to nod in 
number three and further salt was 
rubbed into Wick’s wounds when 
captain Alan Farquhar steered a 
Macrae cross into his own net.

Then followed two examples of 
why it is always a good idea to clear 
the ball when it drops into your six-
yard box.

Swipes at fresh air were taken by 
the defence and Scott Davidson 
didn’t need to be asked twice to 
stab home a fifth.

The final goal mirrored 
Davidson’s. A misjudged attempt 

at clearing the ball saw Colin 
Williamson prodding it in.

With a minute to go, Wick finally 
forced Joe Malin into some work 
when the Brora keeper pulled off 
a fine save from Farquhar’s header.

Brora’s Neil Macdonald and Academy’s Jonah Martens battle for the ball.
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•  The Highlands largest independent  
tyre company

• Established in 1976

•  Over 20,000 car, van,  
4x4 tyres in stock

• All major brands available

•  Performance, mid range and  
budget tyres to suit all makes of vehicle

•  Tyres, exhausts, batteries,  
brakes and much more

• Winter tyres now in stock.

Call now to reserve yours while stocks last

   CLAIM UP TO

£100 
when you purchase two or more  
michelin 18'' and above tyres.*


