
We weren’t under too much 
pressure, says Huntly boss
HUNTLY boss Martin Skinner 
was delighted to see his team 
secure a place in the last eight 
of the Highland League Cup by 
beating Wick Academy 3-0 at 
Harmsworth Park.

“We sat in pretty well in the 
first half,” he said. “Although 
Wick saw plenty of the ball, I 
don’t think we were under too 
much pressure.

“We had two quick goals 
happen against us the previous 
week so it was nice for us to 

benefit from that this time 
around. Wick try to play around 
the defence in order to get 
crosses in so we had to be 
spot-on with the offsides.

“Obviously we got a lucky 
break with the first two goals, 
although Kai Ross put in a 
superb ball for the second for 
Paul to nod it in. Credit to Paul 
for taking advantage of the 
keeper coming out and having 
the intelligence just to nod the 
ball over him.”

Wick left to rue 
defensive errors 
Football
By Matt Leslie

Wick Academy’s Jack Henry skips over a challenge from Huntly’s Chris Hay.                   Pictures: Mel Roger

MacRae signs 
loan deal until 
end of season
COLIN MacRae came on as a second-half 
substitute in Wick Academy’s cup tie against 
Huntly on Saturday after arriving on loan from 
Brora Rangers until the end of the season.

It is a second spell at Harmsworth Park for 
the 21-year-old who has recently been on loan 
at Clachnacuddin while studying sport and 
fitness at Inverness College UHI.

MacRae, from Helmsdale, was part of the 
Scorries’ 2015/16 
and 2016/17 
squads.

MacRae was 
in the news 
earlier this year 
for making 
a potentially 
life-saving bone 
marrow donation. 
He had registered 
with the Anthony 
Nolan Trust and 
was identified as a 
match for a cancer 
patient.

Speaking at 
the time, MacRae 
said: “I feel really privileged to be able to do 
this and hopefully save someone’s life.”

He had been inspired to sign up to the 
Anthony Nolan register three years previously 
to show support for Brora girl Michaela 
Ballantyne, who successfully underwent a 
bone marrow transplant. At the time MacRae 
was not a match, but his sample later proved to 
be suitable for another patient.

Davie Allan battles with Ross Still and Liam MacDonald.

Brora hit another 
seven-goal haul
BRORA Rangers hit seven goals without 
reply for the second Saturday in a row as they 
thrashed Turriff United to march into the 
quarter-finals of the Highland League Cup.

Dale Gillespie led the way with a hat-trick, 
two coming via the spot.

Fraserburgh came away from their trip to 
Fort William with a 3-1 win.

Stuart Soane’s double was enough to book 
Forres Mechanics’ place in the last eight as 
they won 2-0 at Strathspey Thistle.

The Can-Cans will be at home to Formartine 
United who defeated Inverurie Locos 1-0.

Highland League Cup quarter-final draw 
(ties to be played on December 7): Buckie 
Thistle or Deveronvale v Fraserburgh; Forres 
Mechanics v Formartine United; Huntly v 
Brora Rangers; Rothes or Nairn County v Keith 
or Lossiemouth.

Highland League latest

Back at Wick: Colin MacRae.

Sam Mackay swerves away from Huntly’s Liam MacDonald.

Wick Acad ..... 0
Huntly ............ 3
KAMIKAZE defending in the 
first five minutes of the second 
half saw Wick Academy tumble 
out of the Highland League Cup 
on Saturday.

Following a less than en-
thralling first half, the Scorries 
handed Huntly a home tie 
against Brora in the next round 
with two calamitous errors.

Injuries had meant that mid-
fielder Sam Mackay played out 
of position in defence. 

However, a routine clearance 
that should have been boot-
ed into the cemetery next to 
Harmsworth Park was sliced 
back to Huntly’s Paul Esslemont 
whose cross was duly headed in 
by Kai Ross.

Shortly after, Wick forgot to 
track Esslemont as he jumped 
to meet Ross’s free-kick. What 
made matters worse was that 
Academy goalie James More 
– in for the ill Sean McCarthy – 
had a rush of blood to the head 

and came flying from his line. 
Had he stayed put, he would 
have had a comfortable save to 
make. Instead, he was beaten 
to the ball by Esslemont whose 
header sailed into the net.

The first half offered little to 
warm up the supporters who 
had braved a bitterly cold day. 
A morning pitch inspection 
had deemed the Harmsworth 
pitch to be playable, although 
the frost from a few days ago 
had left its mark with chunks 
of turf coming up at regular 
intervals.

Not that the Scorries can fall 
back on the state of the pitch 
as an excuse – it was the same 
for Huntly who, despite having 
a number of selection issues of 
their own, closed Wick down 
and, thanks to a highly efficient 
offside trap, seldom gave their 
hosts a sniff of goal.

On the rare occasion that 
Academy beat the trap, they 
proceeded to squander any op-
portunity gained from it – Alan 
Hughes’s miscued effort from 
Davie Allan’s low cross being a 
particular example.

Craig Gunn will no doubt 
feel he should have hit the back 

of the net when slipped in by 
Davie Allan soon after, only to 
smash his effort off the legs of 
Huntly keeper Euan Storrier.

There were shouts for a pen-
alty when Gunn went down 
under a challenge from Ashley 
Ballam. However, if con-
tact had been made, Gunn’s 
very dramatic descent to the 
ground cast enough doubt into 
the mind of referee Gordon 
Morrison who waved play on.

Then came that wacky five 
minutes at the start of the sec-
ond period with Wick’s defence 
twice at fault.

Unfortunately for Academy, 
Huntly’s back four were not as 
charitable as each home attack 
was repelled.

Indeed, the visitors looked 
the more likely to score and 
that is what they did two min-
utes into stoppage time when 
a quick break up the park al-
lowed Cai Matthew to coolly 
dispatch a low shot past More.

Highland League

 P W D L F A Pts
Brora Rangers 14 12 0 2 48 8 3 6 
Inverurie Locos 16 12 0 4 42 23 3 6 
Buckie Thistle 14 11 0 3 37 21 3 3 
Fraserburgh 13 10 2 1 46 14 3 2 
Rothes 12 9 1 2 32 10 2 8 
Forres Mech 16 8 2 6 49 31 2 6 
Nairn County 13 7 3 3 21 19 2 4 
Formartine  11 7 1 3 29 7 2 2 
Keith 16 6 3 7 28 44 2 1 
Wick Academy 15 5 3 7 24 29 1 8 
Deveronvale 14 5 1 8 18 25 1 6 
Huntly 15 3 4 8 21 41 1 3 
Strathspey Thistle 12 3 1 8 16 30 1 0 
Turriff United 14 2 2 10 17 41 8 
Lossiemouth 15 2 1 12 11 44 7 
Clachnacuddin 14 1 2 11 12 35 5 
Fort William 10 1 0 9 9 38 3
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Academy cup exit is 
‘bad day at the office’
Football
By Matt Leslie

I can’t fault the lads for 
endeavour but we need a 
wee rub of the green... Huntly 
played to their strengths and 
that worked well for them.

Tom McKenna

‘‘

MacRae 
loan deal 
agreed
Page 23

A first-half penalty shout for Wick Academy as Huntly’s Ashley Ballam challenges Craig Gunn at the edge of the six-yard box.                                Picture: Mel Roger

WICK Academy boss Tom 
McKenna lamented a “bad 
day at the office” for his 
team and refused to blame 
the state of the pitch.

The Scorries never got go-
ing in their Highland League 
Cup tie at home to Huntly 
as goals from Kai Ross, Paul 
Esslemont and Cai Matthew 
gave the visitors a deserved 
3-0 win.

There had been con-
cerns that the match might 
go ahead owing to frosty 
weather earlier in the week.

However, an inspection at 
the crack of dawn gave the 
green light for the tie to take 
place – although chunks of 
turf were cutting up during 
the game, making passing 
the ball more difficult.

McKenna said: “The pitch 
wasn’t great but it was the 
same for both teams. Saying 
that, our passing wasn’t as 
precise as normal. 

“The players were saying 
the pitch was soft under-
neath which caused some 
of them to lose their foot-
ing. They also mentioned 
the ball bobbling up as they 
were just about to strike. But 
Huntly had those issues too 
– we just had a bad day.

“I can’t fault the lads for 
endeavour but we need a 
wee rub of the green as they 
need some confidence. 

“All credit to Huntly. They 
played to their strengths and 
that worked well for them.”

McKenna admitted that 

Academy had not done 
themselves any favours –  
especially with Huntly’s 
first two goals coming from  
defensive lapses.

He added: “I don’t know 
what Sam [Mackay] was try-
ing to do but he got caught 
and seconds later their lad 
had a free header to score 
from.

“The ball that Sam had to 
deal with should have been 
hit into row Z. We’ve asked 

him to play at centre-half in 
the past when we’ve needed 
cover and has done well for 
us. This was just a case of 
bad decision-making.

“Then the second goal 
arrived not long after. You 
can look at the keeper com-
ing off his line too soon but 
their man was allowed a free 
header. Somebody should 
have matched his run.

“We could have had a 
penalty in the first half but 

didn’t get it. Looking back 
on the incident with Craig 
Gunn, if the referee’s not go-
ing to give the penalty then 
surely he should book Craig 
for diving. He did neither.

“Huntly’s defence caught 
us offside on a number of 
occasions. I don’t know how 
accurate the offside calls 
were because it’s difficult 
with the angle you’ve got in 
the dugout.

“The linesman has a better 

view than myself. I said to 
the lads at half-time that 
they would need to time 
their runs a wee bit in order 
to try and not get caught out.

“Dave Allan got behind 
them a few times in the sec-
ond half but we couldn’t get 
anything from that.”

Saturday’s result means 
Academy have picked up 
only one win in their last sev-
en league and cup matches, 
with five defeats.
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Sabz Spice Bangladeshi, British & indian Cuisine

We Specialise in Curries, Kebabs, Fresh Pizzas, Burgers,  
Bengali & Indian Cuisine

01955 606688 | 07979 120237 | www.sabzspicewick.co.uk | 15 Bridge Street, Wick, KW1 4AJ

Minimum order £20


