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Speysiders run riot in 11-goal 
hammering of Fort William
ROTHES kicked off their Highland 
League season in some style with 
an 11-1 hammering of Fort William 
at Mackessack Park.

Striker Jaime Wilson scored 
four times while midfielder Scott 
Graham grabbed a hat-trick on his 
debut. 

New skipper Jamie Duff also 
grabbed a debut goal as did 
winger Iain Maclellan, who netted 
two against his former club, 
and another ex-Fort man, Scott 
Davidson, scored the other goal.

Buckie Thistle were defeated 

2-0 at home to Inverurie Locos in 
their opening game, and had new 
signing Scott Adams sent off.

Huntly lost 3-2 at home to Turriff 
with all five goals coming in the 
first half.

David Ross put the visitors in 
front before a debut strike by 
Kai Ross levelled matters. Ross 
Anderson and James Chalmers 
netted in a two-minute spell for 
Turriff, then Reece McKeown got 
one back.

Fraserburgh had too much for 
visitors Strathspey, winning 5-1.

Wick have little to 
offer in derby loss
TO say the scoreline flattered Wick 
Academy would be an understate-
ment, but at least the Scorries can 
take some comfort from knowing 
that they won’t have many tougher 
away assignments as the 2018/19 
Highland League season unfolds.

Brora’s two-goal winning mar-
gin didn’t reflect the pattern of this 
game as they dominated from start 
to finish to ensure Steven Mackay 
had a successful start to his new 
role as player/manager.

It was surprising that it took the 
home side until the stroke of half-
time to edge in front, courtesy of 
Kyle Macleod’s close-range finish, 
but when Craig Campbell lashed 
home the second just before the 
hour mark there was never going 
to be any way back for Academy.

Even the travelling support 
seemed more subdued than nor-
mal on a derby day at Dudgeon 
Park, as if they sensed from a very 
early stage that their team were go-
ing to be second best.

“Come on Academy, you’re play-
ing like bairns,” came a plaintive 
cry from the main stand with about 
a quarter of an hour gone. It wasn’t 
exactly men against boys but there 

was no doubt that Brora were the 
side with greater pace, power and 
attacking intent as they restricted 
their rivals to the occasional half-
chance.

Academy had the first effort on 
goal, Sam Mackay sending a free-
kick well over the top.

Soon the visitors were being 
forced onto the back foot, though.

Ally Macdonald was posing a 
threat down the left. Sean McCarthy 
blocked one shot with his legs and  
a second effort went into the side 
netting after a neat one-two with 
Campbell.

There was a glimmer of a chance 
for Wick when Alan Farquhar sent 
a glancing header wide of goal from 
a Davie Allan cross on the right.

Academy were finding it hard to 
clear their lines but four minutes 
from half-time they broke clear 
with their best move of the game. 
Allan and Craig Gunn combined 
well and when the ball was fed out 
to Gary Manson on the overlap 
his cross fell invitingly to Richard 
Macadie, whose first-time effort 
was well saved by Ryan Esson.

Brora broke the deadlock in the 
final minute of the first half. Paul 
Brindle beat Manson on the left 
and fired in a curling shot which 
was kept out by McCarthy, but 
Macleod was on hand to bundle 
the rebound into the net.

Brora doubled their lead after 59 

minutes in a slick counter-attack. 
Marc Macgregor was impeded by 
Neil Macdonald but Gunn was 
wasteful from the free-kick. Brora 
raced up the park and Brindle 
flicked the ball on to Campbell, 
who smashed it past McCarthy.

The closing five minutes brought 
further opportunities for Brora to 
give the scoreline some added gloss. 
Macleod at full stretch was unable 
to convert Zander Sutherland’s 
deep cross, then Campbell nod-
ded just wide and McCarthy had to 
be alert to save a swerving shot by 
James Ross. 
Brora Rangers: Esson, Ross, 
A Macdonald, Williamson, N 
Macdonald, Campbell, Brindle, 
Maclean, Sutherland, Macleod, 
Mackay. Subs not used: Macrae, A 
Allan, R Allan, Paterson, Counsell. 
Wick Academy: McCarthy, 
Manson, G Steven, Farquhar, D 
Mackay, Halliday (Henry 58), 
Gunn, S Mackay, Macgregor 
(Hughes 81), Macadie (MacNab 
67), D Allan. Subs not used: G 
Mackay, Cameron, Clark.
Referee: Billy Baxter.

Academy keeper Sean McCarthy is well beaten as Craig Campbell doubles Brora’s lead.                   Picture: Bob Roger

Coasters are all 
at sea as Vale 
hit the goal trail
“EMBARRASSED” was the word Lossiemouth 
manager Joe Russell used to sum up the 7-0 
thrashing on the opening day of the Highland 
League season at the hands of Deveronvale.

Lossie were all at sea at Princess Royal Park, 
with the game switched there from Grant Park 
due to remedial work on their playing surface.

Vale were 3-0 up at the break thanks to a 
Robert Scott brace either side of a stunning 
strike from Leszek 
Nowosielski.

Robbie Allan 
made it four in 
the 58th minute 
before skipper 
Dane Ballard 
rattled in a fifth.

Nowosielski 
increased the goal 
tally and Michael 
Dunn headed in 
the seventh from 
a corner.

Coasters boss 
Russell said: 
“There were a 
lot of individual 
mistakes. That is not a good enough standard 
for the Highland League and the guys need to 
improve.”

Keith’s match against Forres Mechanics was 
postponed as a mark of respect for the Maroons’ 
honorary president and Highland League stal-
wart Sandy Stables, who passed away on Friday. 
A minute’s silence was observed at Highland 
League grounds in his memory.

Jamie Duff (second right) is greeted by team-mates after adding 
to the Rothes goal tally against Fort William.     Picture: Daniel Forsyth

United impress 
County manager
NAIRN County found themselves well beaten 
on the opening day of the Highland League 
season as they suffered a 4-1 defeat away to 
Formartine.

Goals from Gary Fraser and Stuart Anderson 
put the home side in charge before Dylan 
Mackenzie reduced the deficit. Andrew Greig 
restored Formartine’s two-goal advantage 
before the half-hour mark.

United’s fourth in the second half came 
in dubious circumstances. Adam Porritt’s 
attempted clearance of a Formartine free-
kick saw the ball loop up in the air, but when 
keeper Dylan Maclean went to claim it the 
challenge of Anderson was enough for him to 
lose control and the ball bounced in off the 
underside of the bar.

County boss Ronnie Sharp felt there was no 
shame in losing to Formartine in Pitmedden.

“You are looking at them and Cove as the 
favourites for the title along with the rest of the 
top four from last season,” he said.

“The surface was perfect to play on and they 
took full advantage of that.”

Highland League latest

Keith’s Sandy Stables 
passed away on Friday. 
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Highland League
 P W D L F A Pts
Rothes 1 1 0 0 11 1 3
Deveronvale 1 1 0 0 7 0 3
Fraserburgh 1 1 0 0 5 1 3 
Formartine United 1 1 0 0 4 1 3
Brora Rangers 1 1 0 0 2 0 3 
Inverurie Locos 1 1 0 0 2 0 3 
Turriff United 1 1 0 0 3 2 3
Clachnacuddin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cove Rangers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Forres Mechanics 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Keith 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Huntly 1 0 0 1 2 3 0
Buckie Thistle 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 
Wick Academy 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 
Nairn County 1 0 0 1 1 4 0
Strathspey Thistle 1 0 0 1 1 5 0
Lossiemouth 1 0 0 1 0 7 0
Fort William 1 0 0 1 1 11 0

Sam Mackay of Wick Academy is adamant he got the ball as Brora’s 
Zander Sutherland rolls around.        Picture: Mel Roger

Brora ..............2
Wick Acad ......0
by Alan Hendry
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We just weren’t at the 
races, says Wick boss
Tom mcKenna delivered a 
damning verdict on the per-
formance of his Wick Academy 
players as they slumped to de-
feat in their Highland League 
opener at Brora.

“We were lethargic, we were 
disjointed, there was no fluen-
cy in our game,” the manager 
said after Saturday’s 2-0 derby 
loss. “We lacked leaders, we 
lacked responsibility.”

Kyle macleod prodded the 
ball home just before half-time 
and Craig Campbell added a 
well-taken second around the 
hour mark, but the Cattachs 
should have won by a bigger 
margin as they were superior 
in all departments.

other than a couple of half-
chances, Academy offered lit-
tle up front and struggled to 
keep possession. The lacklustre 
display was a serious let-down 
after all the hard work done in 
pre-season.

Speaking just after the 
full-time whistle, man-
ager mcKenna admitted: “I 
thought we were thoroughly 
disappointing. 

“I’m not going to take any-
thing away from Brora – they 
were by far the better team. I 
thought they outfought us and 
outplayed us – we just weren’t 
at the races today.

“I thought they bullied us 
throughout the game and we 
just weren’t up for it.

“Take nothing away from 
Brora. They thoroughly 

deserved the three points – 
they were head and shoulders 
above us.

“With the fantastic pre-sea-
son we’ve had I thought it had 

taken us to a stage where we 
would be able to compete. But 
today has been a great indica-
tor of where we are – we’re still 
a long way off it.

“I just thought we were re-
ally flat. There’s not one per-
son who could have come off 
that park and said they’ve per-
formed or contributed to the 
game for Wick Academy. 

“We’ve not tested the keeper, 
our retention of the ball was 
poor. on the defensive side 
we didn’t battle for the first 

balls, we never won the sec-
ond balls. We were just  not in 
contention.

“The good thing is, whether 
we won or lost today, there’s 
still a long way to go. So if we 
can fix it now before it festers 
then that’ll be a positive for 
us.”

The manager will be ex-
pecting an improvement in 
tonight’s North of Scotland 
Cup first-round tie away to 
Strathspey Thistle, with a 
league match to come against 

Lossiemouth at Harmsworth 
Park on Saturday.

“We’ll get back training 
on monday and we’ve got 
Strathspey on Wednesday. If 
we can put a few things right 
on monday hopefully it will 
stand us in good stead for go-
ing forward,” mcKenna said.

It was Steven mackay’s first 
competitive match in his new 
player/manager role at Brora 
and he was understandably 
pleased with the way his play-
ers performed.

“I’m absolutely delighted 
with all the boys. I couldn’t 
have asked for more,” mackay 
said.

“It was important that we 
won the game first and fore-
most but I think the manner 
in which we won it was most 
pleasing.

“I thought we controlled it 
more or less from the start of 
the game. We feel that we’ve 
got the ability in the changing 
room to do that to teams. It’s a 
case of going out there and ac-
tually doing it.

“We’ve obviously worked the 
boys really hard in pre-season 
on fitness and imposing our-
selves and I think we showed 
that really well in both halves.

“Games against Wick are 
historically really tough and 
really close but I just felt that 
if we went out and started the 
game with a tempo and inten-
sity, winning every header and 
winning every second ball, 
then we could really stamp our 
authority on the game. 

“We asked that from the boys 
at the start of the game and 
they went out and delivered. It 
was a complete performance.”

mackay felt that Brora’s 
opener on stroke of half-time 
was the least they deserved.

“You could almost sense it 
was coming,” he said. “So it 
was good to go in at half-time 
with that cushion and it would 
obviously have had the oppo-
site effect on Wick.

“At 1-0 it’s always quite pre-
carious but we got the second 
goal with a great move and a 
fantastic finish from Cammy. 
He has earned his keep this 
week, that’s for sure.”

Former Aberdeen and Caley 
Thistle number one Ryan 
Esson played as a trialist for 
Brora, having been drafted 
in on Friday night to fill in for 
regular keeper Joe malin.
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Football
by Alan Hendry

Brora’s Zander Sutherland takes a tumble as Danny Mackay of Wick Academy comes sliding in during Saturday’s derby.
Picture: Mel Roger 

Groats seal 
place in 
shield final
Page 30

Brora thoroughly deserved the 
three points. They were head and 
shoulders above us. Today has 
been an indicator of where we 
are – we’re still a long way off it. 

Tom McKenna
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Fri 3rd AUG 

11am - 5pm 

HARPER'S BAR 
Back Bridge St, WICK 

ADMISSION FREE • PHONE (01360) 440 546 FOR DETAILS 

RECORD & CD FAIR
Thurs 2nd AUG 11am - 5pm 

AT THE: 
BRITISH lEGION 
(Riverside Rd, THURSO)

Massive selection of CDs & 
Vinyl Film & Music DVDs 

50s / 60s / 70s / 80s / 90s - Rock - Punk 
Folk - Classical - Blues - Jazz 

Indies - Soul - etc. 

Buy, sell and exchange 


