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Six of the best as U17s make 
winning start to title defence
Ben Sinclair hit a hat-trick as Wick 
Academy U17s began the defence 
of their league title with a 6-1 
victory over Lossiemouth.

Sinclair opened the scoring in 
the ninth minute from the penalty 
spot after ewan Macgregor had 
been upended by keeper Rian 
Wilson. Aaron Wilson doubled 
the young Scorries’ lead after 23 
minutes when his shot from the 
right-hand corner of the 18-yard 
box squirmed over the line.

Callum Kerrigan reduced the 
deficit three minutes into the 

second half when his shot-cum-
cross deceived the Wick keeper.

Sinclair restored the Scorries’ 
two-goal cushion in the 55th 
minute when, after driving 
downfield, he unleashed a shot 
from 15 yards. Three minutes later 
Mark Macadie made it 4-1, his 
right-foot shot giving the diving 
Rian Wilson no chance.

Sinclair completed his treble 
with a spot-kick in the 70th 
minute. Travis Lawrence wrapped 
up the scoring when he lobbed 
Wilson from the 18-yard line.

Wick revel in their 
role as underdogs
“CAN we play the big boys every 
week?” That must be the mantra 
at Scorries HQ as Academy again 
basked in the underdog role on 
Saturday.

Tom McKenna’s men travelled 
to North Lodge Park with many 
expecting Wick to come off second 
best against Formartine United.

After all, the Pitmedden side 
were top of the league and had re-
sumed a winning run from last sea-
son and stretched it to 21 games in 
a row.

Given how abject Academy 
were on their own patch against 
Deveronvale the previous week, 
you would have been forgiven had 
you written this one off in light of 
United’s seemingly unbreakable 
purple patch.

But, as McKenna stated last 
week, all winning runs in football 
come to an end and if anyone was 
to break Formartine’s, it might as 
well be Academy.

And break it they did with a 
2-1 win that once again had the 
Scorries notching up a fine result 
and adding another highly fancied 
scalp to their collection.

Some not-so-fancied ones would 

be much welcomed by fans as 
Academy over the past year have 
had a frustrating habit of draw-
ing or losing games that they’d be 
expected to win but upsetting top 
teams when they are underdogs. 

Some will say Academy rode 

their luck – and maybe they did. 
However, as Napoleon Bonaparte 
once said, “I know he’s a good 
general, but is he lucky?” – fortune 
smiles on those who take advan-
tage of it.

Andy Greig had given Formartine 
the lead on 21 minutes with a su-
perb strike from just inside the 
box. 

The Scorries, though, came out 
fighting after half-time and lev-
elled on the hour thanks to Gordy 
MacNab. Nine minutes later they 
were ahead with a superb strike 
from Jack Henry.

A stunned United tried to retrieve 
the situation only for Wick keeper 
Sean McCarthy to be in inspired 
form with a number of saves.

A delighted McKenna said: “This 
was a fantastic result and I’m proud 

of the lads for sticking to their task. 
We rode our luck at times. They 
hit the woodwork, Sean made a 
number of saves and our defence 
put their bodies on the line. 

“Formartine dominated posses-
sion but we got the statistic that 
matters – we scored more goals.

“Seeing us get a win like this 
makes the Deveronvale defeat even 
worse. Seeing how hard we worked 
and taking our chances when they 
came makes you wonder why we 
couldn’t do that the week before.”

Wick are now eighth and three 
points away from new league lead-
ers Fraserburgh.

McKenna added: “I’m not enter-
taining any title talk. Nice though 
it is to beat teams like Formartine, 
to be considered for that you need 
more consistency.”

Academy’s Jack Henry slots the winner past Formartine keeper Kevin Main at north Lodge Park.   Picture: Bob Roger

Ramsay wants 
win to be launch 
pad for County
TEENAGER Cohen Ramsay proved to be the 
difference as he helped Nairn County bag all 
three points against Clach at Station Park.

He scored twice and in between set up 
Dylan Mackenzie to put Nairn 2-1 up after Ross 
MacKillop had equalised for the Lilywhites.

The 18-year-old said he was in the right 
place at the right time to help Nairn pick up 
their second win of the campaign and hoped it 
could be a launch 
pad to help them 
rise up the table 
after a slow start.

“It was long 
overdue and 
I’m just glad 
we managed to 
pick up all three 
points,” he said.

Craig Camp-
bell’s first-half 
goal at a blustery 
Dudgeon Park 
sealed a 1-0 win 
for Brora against 
Rothes.

Jamie McAllister’s injury-time strike sealed a 
2-1 victory for Keith at Buckie.

Turriff brushed aside Strathspey as goals 
from Keir Smith, Angus Grant (2) and Nicholas 
Mochan gave them a 4-0 victory.

A treble from Stuart Sloane along with a 
brace via Alan Pollock ensured a comfortable 
5-0 win for Forres Mechanics at Deveronvale.

Fort William conceded double figures yet 
again as Inverurie Locos thrashed them 10-0.

Formartine United dominated 
possession but we got the statistic 
that matters – we scored more goals.

Tom McKenna‘‘

Ben Sinclair drives forward in the win over Lossie. Picture: Mel Roger

Broch in top spot 
on goal difference
FRASERBURGH took advantage of Formartine 
United’s defeat to Wick to go top of the table on 
goal difference.

The Broch were in prolific form at 
Lossiemouth as they ran away with a 7-0 
victory. Scott Barbour (2), Sean Butcher (2), 
Ryan Cowie, Paul Campbell and an own goal 
did the damage.

Cove kept up their winning start as a 4-0 
victory at Huntly made it four wins out of four. 
Jordon Brown, Paul McManus (2) and Harry 
Milne were on target for the Aberdeen side. 

Fixtures: Tonight – North of Scotland 
Cup: Brora Rangers v Wick Academy (8pm); 
Lossiemouth v Caley Thistle; Nairn County v 
Forres Mechanics; Ross County v Invergordon.

Saturday, August 25 – Highland League: 
Brora Rangers v Buckie Thistle; Clachnacuddin 
v Deveronvale; Cove Rangers v Turriff United; 
Forres Mechanics v Wick Academy; Fort 
William v Formartine United; Fraserburgh 
v Nairn County; Keith v Huntly; Rothes v 
Lossiemouth; Strathspey Thistle v Inverurie 
Locos.

Highland League latest

Clach’s Ross MacKillop and 
Kenny Mackenzie of nairn.

Picture: Gair Fraser

Table

Highland League
 P W D L F A Pts
Fraserburgh  5 4 0 1 17 4 12
Cove Rangers 4 4 0 0 12 0 12
Formartine United  5 4 0 1 17 7 12
Brora Rangers 5 4 0 1 8 3 12
Inverurie Locos 5 3 1 1 22 9 10
Turriff United 5 3 1 1 20 8 10 
Forres Mechanics   4 3 0 1 14 4 9
Wick Academy  5 3 0 2 14 6 9
Keith                   4 3 0 1 9 7 9
Buckie Thistle 5 2 0 3 17 7 6
Rothes                    5 2 0 3 14 9 6
Huntly                    5 2 0 3 15 13 6
Deveronvale           5 2 0 3 10 10 6
Nairn County    5 2 0 3 7 13 6
Clachnacuddin    4 1 0 3 5 10 3
Strathspey Thistle    5 0 0 5 2 20 0
Lossiemouth        5 0 0 5 1 28 0
Fort William     5 0 0 5 2 48 0

Richard Macadie is held by Formartine’s Stuart Anderson.   Picture: Mel Roger

Formartine ........1
Wick Acad .........2
by Matt Leslie
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Academy 
are out for 
revenge in 
cup derby
DERBY revenge is in the air 
ahead of Wick’s crunch North 
of Scotland Cup clash at Brora 
Rangers.

Local rivalries are usually 
intense and it is no different 
when Academy and Brora 
meet up on the pitch.

Brora currently enjoy brag-
ging rights having defeated the 
Scorries 2-0 on the opening 
day of this season’s Highland 
League. 

As much as the travelling 
Academy faithful were disap-
pointed at the result, the man-
ner in which they did so not 
only rankles with them but also 
with Wick boss Tom McKenna.

Having shown some en-
couraging signs during the 
pre-season that were enough 
to instil some optimism in the 
Academy camp ahead of the 
last Brora fixture, the perform-
ance was a let-down.

In fairness to Academy, take 
the Deveronvale loss out of the 
equation and things have not 
been at all bad since the open-
ing day.

In the last round of the North 
of Scotland Cup they brushed 
aside Strathspey Thistle 5-1 
and in the league they’ve 
hammered Nairn County 
away, steamrollered over 
Lossiemouth and knocked 

high-flying Formartine United 
off their perch on Saturday.

Brora, meanwhile, have 
built on the derby win with 
an impressive run of results 
with a defeat to league lead-
ers Fraserburgh being the only 
stain on their copybook.

Not surprisingly, Brora are 
considered to be favourites 
for tonight’s cup showdown at 
Dudgeon Park but McKenna 
is hoping his team can make 
amends for that opening-day 
loss.

He said: “The good result we 
got at Formartine sets us up 
nicely for this one. Obviously 
there is a good chance for us to 
get revenge for what happened 
last time.

“More importantly, from 
our point of view, this match 
presents us with a good op-
portunity to see if we have im-
proved from that loss to Brora.

“That was a poor day for us 
and it was not a true reflection 
as to what our squad is capable 
of.

“The training session we had 

before that game, the lads were 
a bit quiet and I wondered if 
they were a bit apprehensive 
about the match.

“We gave a subdued per-
formance. Brora had more 
intensity about them and bul-
lied us. We need to front up 
on Wednesday to ensure that 
doesn’t happen again.

“If we show the same desire 
as we did against Formartine, 
we’ll hopefully see a better 
performance and a different 
result from last time.”

The corridors in the Academy 
dressing room displays a large 
picture of Wick celebrating 
winning this competition in 
the 2015/16 season.

And McKenna reckons it’s 
high time another trophy-
winning image was hung up 
alongside that.

He added: “We want to en-
sure the cup win picture in the 
dressing room is accompanied 
by another. I love to win things 
and that’s why I’m in this job.”
n Highland League latest – 
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Football
by Matt Leslie

Jack Henry (right) is congratulated by team-mates after scoring the decisive goal in Wick Academy’s 
outstanding 2-1 win against Formartine United at North Lodge Park on Saturday.        Picture: Bob Roger

We gave a subdued performance 
– Brora had more intensity about 
them and bullied us. We need to 
front up to ensure that doesn’t 
happen again.

Tom McKenna
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Kiln Dried Logs for sale

Bulk or Bagged

Sawdust and Chip Available

Free Delivery

Call Malcolm 07387411270


