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Academy are 
outplayed in 
cup derby
IT was a night to forget for Wick 
Academy as they were outplayed for 
long spells by a slick Brora Rangers side 
who eventually ran out comfortable 4-0 
winners in their North of Scotland Cup 
quarter-final clash.

Following on from their heroics 
at Formartine United on Saturday, 
much was expected from the Academy 
players. Unfortunately, they failed to  
deliver in front of a large travelling 
support.

The Scorries had already lost 2-0 to 
Brora in the opening league game at 
Dudgeon Park and Wednesday night’s 
visit was to prove even less productive.

Academy were on the back foot right 
from the kick-off.

Brora were dominant and they 
should have made the breakthrough 
in the 28th minute. Zander Sutherland 
sent a defence-splitting pass through 
to Paul Brindle but the Brora forward 
hesitated before being forced wide of 
goal and when he did get his shot away 
it ended up in the side netting.

Brindle then tried an audacious 
30-yard lob in an attempt to catch 
McCarthy off his line but the ball just 
cleared the crossbar.

Academy rarely troubled the Brora 
defence but, more in hope than ex-
pectation, Sam Mackay let fly with a  
long-range effort which flew high and 
wide of target.

The second half started in the same 
fashion with Brora well on top and the 
opener eventually arrived just before 
the hour mark.

Player/manager Steven Mackay was 
bundled off the ball by Michael Steven 
in the box in the 59th minute and ref-
eree Harry Bruce had no hesitation in 
pointing to the spot. Craig Campbell 
stepped up and coolly sent McCarthy 
the wrong way.

The Cattachs were 2-0 up in the 66th 
minute when Brindle jinked past a cou-
ple of defenders and laid the ball on a 
plate for Mackay.

There was no let-up on the Academy 
defence. A quickly taken corner was 

flicked on by Mackay and Campbell 
was left with a simple tap-in.

Substitute Kyle MacLean added a 
stunning fourth in the 87th minute 
which flew into the net off the under-
side of the crossbar.

Football
by John MacLeod

Academy’s Michael Steven heads clear in the cup tie at Brora.    Picture: Bob Roger

There has been a massive 
gulf, says boss McKenna
WICK Academy boss Tom 
McKenna is still striving 
for the consistency he has 
been looking for since the 
start of the season after a 
disappointing display in the 
midweek North of Scotland 
Cup defeat at Dudgeon Park.

In an honest assessment of 
his side’s display, McKenna 
said: “We were outplayed and 
out-battled. I’ve no complaints 
whatsoever. I can’t argue with 
the result.

“I’m disappointed with 
our performance tonight, 
especially after Saturday. 
We’ve just not turned up.

“But that’s credit to Brora, 
the intensity of their play 
– they squeeze you down 

and harass you. They do it 
in numbers and they are 
organised.”

He added: “There has been a 
massive gulf between us and 
Brora over the two games. I 
don’t know if it is a mentality 
thing when the players are 
beaten before the start of 
the game. That is something 
we have to address when we 
come here again.

“I have no excuses for them, 
I can’t defend the lads, it was 
absolutely shocking from us – 
very disappointing.”

Looking ahead to Saturday’s 
match against Forres 
Mechanics at Mosset Park, 
McKenna said: “I expect to get 
a reaction.”

Junior open 
winners at 
Thurso
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Brora’s Kyle MacLeod goes past Danny Mackay and Jack Henry (top), 
Wick captain Alan Farquhar turns Brora’s Craig Campbell, and (right) 
Sean McCarthy punches clear under pressure.                 Pictures: Mel Roger
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Kiln Dried Logs for sale

Bulk or Bagged

Sawdust and Chip Available

Free Delivery

Call Malcolm 07387411270


