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Wick bring that bit 
‘extra’ for Broch win
IT’S getting hard to predict which 
Wick Academy will show up for 
games.

The Scorries’ side capable of down-
ing Formartine at the latter’s own 
backyard or the one who folded with-
out a whimper to Deveronvale?

You would have been as well spin-
ning a coin in order to predict which 
Wick would arrive at Bellslea Park to 
take on high-flying Fraserburgh.

Thankfully, the one that manager 
Tom McKenna wishes would show 
up every week, was on display as a 
superb performance racked up an 
impressive 3-2 victory.

Goals from Michael Steven, Davie 
Allan – who was targeted for some 
rough treatment that saw his bruise re-
ceive bruises – and Richard MacAdie, 
the latter scoring on his 500th appear-
ance for the club – earned them a de-
served win. Paul Campbell’s double 
replied for Broch who themselves had 
Bryan Hay sent off.

Yet again Academy stood up to be 
counted against one of the Highland 
League’s top teams – you just wonder 

why when it comes to the rest, the 
Scorries switch from being brilliant 
to looking like they’ve just met each 
for the first time.

It’s enough to make a manager 
tear his hair out – although given 
McKenna hasn’t much of that to play 
with, a new scalp might need to be 
ordered just in case.

However, McKenna himself was a 

happy man at Bellslea having seen his 
players justify his faith in them with 
a display that suggested the wrong 
team was at the top end of the table.

He said: “Their manager (Mark 
Cowie) said to me afterwards that his 
boys couldn’t get near us – especially 
in the first half.

“The lads were absolutely brilliant. 
We tend to go from one extreme to 

the other and they know how to put 
me through the mill alright.

“I’ve said it before but I wish we 
could play the top teams every week 
as this type of fixture tends to draw 
something extra from the lads.

“There’s a reason why the likes of 
Fraserburgh are one of the top teams 
is that they are able to take care of 
fixtures against teams in the bottom 
half. We have not been doing that on 
a regular basis.

“However, this was a great win 
for us and we need to build on it. 
Winning here brought home the dis-
appointing results against Clach and 
Deveronvale.”

McKenna praised his players to the 
hilt and was delighted at a fine all-
round performance.

“Sean (McCarthy) in goal was ex-
ceptional. The back four were solid 
and got stuck in and our midfield 
never stopped working.

“The forwards caused Fraserburgh 
all sorts of problems that they took 
kicking Davie Allan off the park. They 
couldn’t handle his pace and the lad 
who got sent off was done for hacking 
Davie down to deny him a goalscor-
ing opportunity.”

Football
by Matt Leslie

Richard Macadie, who scored on his 500th appearance for the Scorries, in a 
cup tie against Nairn earlier this year. Picture: Mel Roger

Former Scotland stars help raise £600 after grilling
FORMER Rangers and 
Scotland stars Lee McCulloch 
and Barry Ferguson helped 
raise £600 when they 
appeared at a function held 
by Thurso Swifts football club. 

The event, which took 
place at the Park Hotel in 
Thurso, resulted in a cheque 
for £300 being presented to 
Farah Budge.

Farah launched a 
defibrilator fundraiser after 
her dad Tommy Sutherland 
suffered a heart attack while 
performing his duties as 
a linesman during a Wick 
Thistle match. Farrah would 
like to have defibrillators 
available at local football 
pitches. 

A cheque for £300 was 
also presented to the 
mental health support 
group, Stepping Stones, 
which is based in Thurso. 
The Swifts gave the money 
raised at their sportsmen’s 
annual dinner to what they 
described as two good local 
causes. 

McCulloch and Ferguson 
regaled the audience with a 
number of anecdotes from 
their distinguished careers 
for club and country. 

They were also involved 
in a question and answer 
session. 

McCulloch said: “It was a 
fantastic night, everybody 
made us feel welcome and 

it was good to chat about 
everything Rangers. 

“Barry and myself feel it’s 
important to give a little back 
because there are fans who 
travelled all the way down 
from Thurso to Ibrox to watch 
us play so it was good to 
come up and thank them for 
that. 

“It was my first time up in 
Caithness and I enjoyed it. 
Hopefully we can come up 
again in the future. 

“We were asked a wide 
variety of questions but 
nothing too testing from the 
audience. They just wanted 
to know some stuff about 
our careers so it was a pretty 
relaxed evening.”

UK challenge 
swimmer makes 
waves up north
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Farrah Budge (centre) receives the cheque from Barry 
Ferguson and Lee McCulloch (right). Her dad Tommy is beside 
her while Thurso Swifts secretary Willie Inrig is on the left. 

Cove crash 
their way to 
top league
COVE Rangers maintained their 
100 per cent record as they dished 
out an 11-0 thrashing to hapless 
Fort William.

The Aberdeen side took advan-
tage of other sides slipping up to 
top the table after four-goal hauls 
from Mitch Megginson and  Jordan 
Brown – along with a hat trick of 
penalties from Jordan Macrae put 
the bottom side to the sword.

Brora kept up their impressive 
form as they moved to second after 
a 5-0 home win against Turriff. 
Gavin Morrison, Steven Mackay, 
Dale Gillespie, Kyle Macleod and 
John Pickles were on target.

Forres came away from 
Inverness in good spirits having 
demolished Clach 4-0 thanks to 
goals from Stuart Soane, Graham 
Fraser (2) and Andrew Macrae.

Goals from Neil Gauld (2), Chris 
Angus and Greg Mitchell gave 
Inverurie Locos a 4-1 win at Keith 
who had Cammy Keith net for them.

Huntly saw off Lossiemouth 
with ease in a 4-0 victory at 
Lossiemouth. Ross Still, Matthew 
MacDonald, Kai Ross and Gary 
McGowan netted for them.

Formartine were held to a 
surprise draw by Strathspey. Scott 
Lisle was on target for the latter 
while the former’s strike came via 
Andrew Greig.

Sam Robertson’s brace gave 
Deveronvale a 2-0 win at Rothes 
while goals from Scott Adams 
and Sam Robertson sealed a 2-1 
home victory for Buckie against 
Nairn who themselves had Dylan 
MacKenzie on target for them.

Highland League
 P W D L F A Pts
Cove Rangers 7 7 0 0 29 2 21
Brora Rangers 8 7 0 1 17 3 21
Fraserburgh  8 6 0 2 31 9 18
Forres Mechanics  7 6 0 1 25 4 18
Inverurie Locos 8 5 1 2 31 13 16
Formartine United 8 5 1 2 27 12 16
Wick Academy  8 4 1 3 19 14 13
Buckie Thistle 8 4 0 4 27 11 12
Huntly                    8 4 0 4 21 15 12
Deveronvale           8 4 0 4 16 15 12
Turriff United 8 3 1 3 22 18 11
Rothes 8 3 1 4 16 12 10
Keith                  7 3 1 3 13 15 10
Nairn County    8 2 1 5 10 23 7
Clachnacuddin    7 1 1 5 7 19 4
Strathspey Thistle    8 0 2 6 4 25 1
Lossiemouth       8 0 0 8 1 41 0
Fort William*     8 0 1 7 5 68 -8
*Fort William deducted 9 points for fielding an 
ineligible player

Pan Records
DVD Recording with Eddie Rose  

and Brandon McPhee Trio 
Wednesday, 26 September, Lyth Arts Centre. Start 8pm

Tickets £6 from Gail’s Gift Shop, Wick & Ticketyboo, Thurso 


