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Errors prove costly 
again for Academy
Tom mcKenna feels his Wick 
Academy players deserve the 
“rub of the green” in order to 
kick-start their season after 
Saturday’s 5-2 loss to Buckie 
Thistle at Victoria Park.

The Academy manager was 
left puzzled as on-form Buckie 
made it four wins on the trot.

mcKenna said: “I thought it 
was an evenly balanced game, 
but we made a few errors and 
they capitalised on them. I felt 
sorry for the lads – they worked 
really hard. It was an honest 
performance, but we made it 
difficult for ourselves.”

He added: “When we were 
3-0 down at half-time I just 
said to the players to try and 
minimise the mistakes and 
continue in the same vein. I 
couldn’t fault them for effort 
– the players worked tremen-
dously hard and played some 
good football at times.

“The lads just need a bit of 
luck at the moment – a rub of 
the green so they can turn the 
corner.”

mcKenna even received 
some sympathy from his coun-
terpart, Graeme Stewart. “The 
Buckie manager said after the 
match he couldn’t believe we 
came away with nothing af-
ter playing so well,” mcKenna 
said. “It is testament to the 
lads’ work ethic.”

He added: “It is a trying time 
for everyone. But after seeing 
the effort and the body lan-
guage of the lads I don’t see 

anyone giving up. There is still 
a good atmosphere amongst 
the players.”

Buckie got off to a flyer with 
a Sam Robertson goal after just 
four minutes.

Academy had a penalty claim 
turned down shortly afterwards 
which saw marc macgregor 
booked for simulation.

But the home side went 2-0 
up in the 20th minute through 
Callum murray. Buckie added a 
third goal just before the break 
with Steven Ross on target.

Academy got back in con-
tention in the 48th minute 
when Jack Halliday knocked in 
a macgregor assist. The visitors 
looked the more likely to score 
at this stage but they were hit 
by two late goals from Declan 

milne and Robertson to put 
the outcome beyond doubt.

A superbly struck free-kick 
by Craig Gunn in the final 
minute, which nestled in the 
top corner of the net, proved a 
mere consolation.

Buckie’s Graeme Stewart 
said: “We were really happy 
with the performance. Wick 
are a good team and they 
played well. We only had five 
or six chances and scored most 
of them.”

He added: “I was disap-
pointed with the two goals we 

conceded which came from 
our mistakes.”
Buckie Thistle: Bell, 
macKinnon, morrison, 
Adams, Cheyne (Skinner 63), 
macAskill, Ross (Copeland 
85), murray, Robertson, milne 
(Davidson 85), macKenzie. 
Subs not used: Bruce, Herbert.
Wick Academy: mcCarthy, 
Gunn, G Steven, manson 
(macNab 67), Farquhar, D 
mackay, Henry, Halliday, 
macgregor, macadie, Allan. 
Subs not used: Aitkenhead, G 
macKay, Clark.

Football
by John MacLeod

Jack Halliday pulled one back for Academy early in the second half at Victoria Park.             Picture: Mel Roger

County 
hit five to 
keep up 
good form
NaiRN County’s resurgence 
continued on Saturday with 
a thumping 5-2 victory over 
Turriff United at Station 
Park. Gregg Main scored 
twice, including a penalty, 
with adam Porritt, Dylan 
Mackenzie and Max Ewan 
also on the mark for the 
Wee County.

Ross anderson and David 
Ross replied for Turriff.

Huntly – Wick academy’s 
next league opponents – 
had a 2-0 win at against 
Deveronvale in Banff. Kai 
Ross grabbed the opener 
and Gary McGowan (below) 
made sure of the points in 
stoppage time.

Strathspey Thistle picked 
up their first win, beating 
Keith 2-0 at Kynoch Park. 
Ricky Lee and Scott Lisle 
got the goals after Keith’s 
Jamie Mcallister had been 
red-carded.

Leaders Cove Rangers 
continued their relentless 
form by beating Formartine 
2-0 at Balmoral Stadium, 
with Harry Milne and Paul 
McManus on target.

Player/manager Steven 
Mackay helped himself to 
four goals as Brora Rangers 
eased to a 9-0 win against 
Fort William.

Second-half goals by Paul 
Campbell and Scott Barbour 
(2) gave Fraserburgh a 3-0 
home victory over Clach.

Rothes were 3-1 winners 
against Forres Mechanics 
at Mackessack Park, while 
inverurie Locos won 5-2 at 
Lossiemouth.

It is a trying time for everyone. 
But after seeing the effort and 
the body language of the lads 
I don’t see anyone giving up – 
there is still a good atmosphere.

Tom McKenna
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Eileen is 
Queen of 
the Greens
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J. D. Roofing
All types of roof work

Flat Roofing, Pebbledashing, Guttering, Fascia Boards. |Concrete, Welsh and Spanish Slates, Tiles

Also all types of Landscaping.| Contact James on 01955 928325, 01955 928462 or 07976 596 234
For a free no obligation quote. | References supplied upon request


