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Talbot face Highland League 
champions in second round
Auchinleck have been drawn 
away to cove Rangers in round 
two. The match will offer an insight 
into the relative strengths of the 
highland league and the Scottish 
Junior Football Association as the 
ShFl champions entertain the 
Scottish Junior cup holders.

Brora Rangers’ reward for 
overcoming Turriff is a home tie 
against coldstream.

Full draw: Albion Rovers v 
Formartine united; Beith Juniors v 
linlithgow Rose; Berwick v Gretna; 
Brora Rangers v coldstream; 

cove Rangers v Auchinleck 
Talbot; cowdenbeath v clyde; 
cumbernauld colts v BSc Glasgow; 
Deveronvale v university of 
Stirling; east kilbride v Spartans; 
edinburgh city v Forres Mechanics 
or civil Service Strollers; edusport 
Academy v Fraserburgh; elgin 
city v Whitehall Welfare; Gala 
Fairydean v east Stirlingshire; 
Peterhead v Dalbeattie Star or 
kelty hearts; Rothes v Annan; 
Stirling Albion v Queen’s Park.

The ties are to be played on 
Saturday, October 20.

Academy bow out 
in battling display
FOR the second season in a row, 
Academy fell at the first hurdle in 
the William Hill Scottish Cup. But 
the players could hold their heads 
high after a battling performance 
in a fast and furious tie against one 
of the strongest outfits in the junior 
ranks.

Stephen Wilson’s hammer blow 
from the edge of the box proved 
decisive after Jack Halliday’s well-
taken finish had cancelled out 
Jamie Glasgow’s opener for Talbot.

The Ayrshire side looked fresh 
and lively after an overnight stay 
in Dornoch and they were on the 
front foot in the early stages as 
they attacked the South Road end. 
Glasgow tested Sean McCarthy 
after eight minutes with a 20-yard 
shot that the Wick keeper held at 
chest height.

Academy’s first real effort on goal 
came after 22 minutes when Jack 
Henry was fouled about 25 yards 
out and Gary Manson clipped the 
resultant free kick just over the bar.

From an Auchinleck free kick on 
the left, Ross Harvey sent a looping 
header over the top.

Talbot broke the deadlock af-
ter 38 minutes. Willie Lyle crossed 

from the right and McCarthy ad-
vanced about 15 yards to palm the 
ball away, but it fell to Glasgow 
whose lob dipped just under the 
bar and into the net to the delight 
of the large travelling support.

Wick danger man Davie Allan 

had been on the receiving end of 
some rough treatment but on the 
stroke of half-time he finally broke 
clear onto a through ball. Allan 
showed great skill to bring it under 
control, but pulled his shot agonis-
ingly wide of the far post.

Academy got themselves level 
nine minutes into the second half. 
Talbot failed to clear their lines 
from an initial attack and, when the 
ball was played back in by Richard 
Macadie from the left, Halliday was 
in the right place to coolly side-foot 
it past keeper Andy Leishman.

Unfortunately for Academy, the 
visitors regained the lead within 
three minutes. Talbot worked the 
ball along the edge of the box from 
right to left until it came to Wilson, 
who unleashed an unstoppable 
shot that was still rising as it hit the 
net.

Allan carved out an opening for 
Marc Macgregor but his tame shot 
was easily held by Leishman. At the 
top end Calvin Kemp tried his luck 
from the edge of the box only for 
McCarthy to produce a flying save.

Grant Steven’s foul on Gordon 
Pope in the 68th minute left the 
Auchinleck man writhing around 
on the turf and referee Alex 
Shepherd deemed it a red-card of-
fence. Steven appeared to direct 
a few words towards the visitors’ 
bench as he trudged off the park.

McCarthy pulled off another fine 
save, parrying the ball away af-
ter Kemp had been set free in the 
inside-left channel, then captain 
Alan Farquhar denied Glasgow 
with a goal-line clearance.

Wick Academy: McCarthy, 
Manson, Farquhar, D Mackay, M 
Steven (Gunn 82), G Steven, Henry, 
Halliday, Macgregor (MacNab 74), 
Macadie (Hughes 69), Allan. Subs 
not used: Aitkenhead, G Mackay, 
Hardwick, Clark.

Auchinleck Talbot: Leishman, 
Lyle, Pope, Harvey, McPherson, 
S Wilson (McDowall 46), White, 
Hyslop (McIlroy 64), G Wilson 
(Armstrong 64), Glasgow, Kemp. 
Subs not used: Shankland, 
McCracken, Waite, Hewitt.

Referee: Alex Shepherd.

Talbot’s Jamie Glasgow runs away to celebrate after his lob broke the deadlock at harmsworth Park.

Speysiders ease 
to historic first 
Scottish cup win
A LITTLE bit of Scottish Cup history was made 
on Saturday when Rothes won a tie in the 
national tournament for the first time – much 
to the delight of boss Steven MacDonald.

The Speysiders cruised to a 4-0 victory 
at home to Highland League rivals Clach, 
breaking their duck in the competition after 
more than 20 previous attempts.

Two Jaime Wilson strikes and one each by 
Ally Stark and 
Scott Davidson 
saw off the 
Inverness side at 
Mackessack Park.

Manager 
MacDonald said 
after the game: 
“I’m delighted, 
obviously, as are 
all the boys.

“It’s great 
for the whole 
club and the 
community.

“History has 
been made and 
I think the boys 
deserved it. They were excellent.”

Forres Mechanics were held to a 2-2 draw 
by Civil Service Strollers in Saturday’s first-
round clash at Mosset Park and will replay in 
Edinburgh this weekend. Alan Pollock scored 
both goals for the Can-Cans.

Two early penalties by Paul Campbell helped 
Fraserburgh on their way to a 4-3 win away to 
Inverurie Locos in Friday night’s tie. 

Wick’s Davie Allan (kneeling) shows his frustration after a foul.

Banff side prove 
doubters wrong
ON a weekend in which Highland League sides 
mostly struggled against teams from other 
divisions, Deveronvale showed the way with a 
2-1 victory over Bonnyrigg Rose.

The East of Scotland League outfit reached 
the fourth round of the competition as a junior 
club two seasons ago, losing to Hibs.

Grant Noble and Sam Robertson got the 
goals for the Banff side at Princess Royal Park.

Manager Steve Dolan said: “I think we were 
probably written off by 99 per cent of people, 
so it was a great result for us and I think in the 
end we probably deserved it.”

Buckie Thistle went down 3-1 to Edusport 
Academy at Annan, Lossiemouth were 
thumped 6-0 by Gala Fairydean and Keith lost 
2-1 to University of Stirling. East Stirlingshire  
proved too strong for Huntly, winning 4-1 at 
Christie Park, while Linlithgow Rose were 3-0 
winners over Fort William. Nairn lost 3-1 at 
home to Beith Juniors and Strathspey Thistle 
suffered a 2-0 defeat to Coldstream.

Craig Campbell scored twice for Brora 
Rangers as they saw off Turriff United 4-3.

Scottish Cup latest

Scott Davidson celebrates 
as Rothes make history. 

Table

highland league
 P W D L F A Pts
Cove Rangers 9 9 0 0 34 4 27 
Fraserburgh 10 8 0 2 36 10 24
Brora Rangers 10 8 0 2 26 5 24
Inverurie 10 7 1 2 38 15 22
Forres 10 7 0 3 29 10 21
Buckie 10 6 0 4 35 13 18
Formartine 9 5 1 3 27 14 16
Rothes 10 5 1 4 22 14 16
Huntly 10 5 0 5 24 20 15
Turriff 10 4 2 4 28 23 14
Wick Academy 10 4 1 5 22 22 13
Keith 10 4 1 5 17 21 13
Nairn County 10 4 1 5 20 26 13 
Deveronvale 10 4 0 6 16 20 12 
Strathspey 10 1 2 7 8 28 5
Clachnacuddin 8 1 1 6 7 22 4
Lossiemouth 10 0 0 10 3 50 0 
Fort William 10 0 1 9 6 81 -8

Davie Allan races away from Auchinleck’s neil McPherson.

Wick Acad ......1
Auchinleck .....2
by Alan Hendry
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McKenna praises his 
players after cup exit
Manager Tom McKenna 
insisted he couldn’t fault his 
Wick academy players follow-
ing their first-round exit from 
the William Hill Scottish Cup 
at the hands of auchinleck 
Talbot.

The Scottish Junior Cup 
holders came to Harmsworth 
Park on Saturday with a for-
midable reputation but the 
Scorries competed well from 
start to finish, even after going 
down to 10 men when grant 
Steven was harshly sent off.

Jamie glasgow’s opportun-
ist lob put the ayrshire men in 
front shortly before the break. 
Jack Halliday got academy 
back on level terms early in 
the second half, but hopes of 
a comeback win were quickly 
snuffed out when Stephen 
Wilson restored Talbot’s lead 
with an unstoppable drive.

It was Wick’s third consecu-
tive defeat in all competitions 
but manager McKenna was full 
of praise for his players and felt 
sure their luck would change 
soon.

“The lads were excellent – 
you couldn’t really ask any 
more of them in the formation 
we played,” he said. “Man for 
man the lads were unbelieva-
ble. It was just a disappointing 
result – again, it was two poor 
goals that cost us.”

The opener arrived seven 
minutes before half-time when 
home keeper Sean McCarthy 
came out to palm away a cross 

only to find himself stranded 
as glasgow latched on to the 
loose ball and lobbed it into 
the net.

“The match was evenly bal-
anced,” McKenna said. “It was 
just decision-making from 
Sean – he came out in an area 

where he probably should just 
have let the lads deal with it, 
and unfortunately they put 
it in the back of the net so we 
came in 1-0 down.

“The lads have got so much 
spirit and belief. I know results 
aren’t going our way but they 
believe so much in themselves 
and each other. You can’t fault 
that.

“Performance levels the last 
couple of weeks have been ex-
ceptional. It’s just getting an 
end product now and it’s just a 
matter of turning the corner.”

McKenna didn’t have a clear 
view of the incident that led 

to Steven’s dismissal midway 
through the second half for a 
foul on gordon Pope, although 
most onlookers felt the Wick 
central defender was unlucky.

“I didn’t really see much 
of it,” McKenna said. “I asked 
Tichie [co-assistant manager 
richard Hughes] if there was 
contact and I asked the play-
ers, and they said the lad made 
the most of it. I didn’t think 
there was much in it.

“Unfortunately we were go-
ing to make changes and go 
a bit more attacking. We were 
going to go 4-2-4, but that 
changed everything.”

He added: “auchinleck are 
regarded as the best junior 
team in Scotland so the lads 
deserve a lot of credit for going 
toe to toe with them, compet-
ing with them, asking ques-
tions and outplaying them at 
times.”

auchinleck boss Tommy 
Sloan said: “It’s pleasing. 
We’ve done the job, we’ve got 
through, and that’s the main 
thing.

“I thought it was quite a 
feisty game. There were a few 
challenges going in and all the 
rest of it, and we’ve managed 
to nick it.

“I thought we had plenty of 
opportunities but Wick had 
opportunities to score too.

“We weren’t as solid as I 
would have liked. I thought we 
created enough to score a few 
more goals but maybe we were 
not clinical enough.

“We didn’t really know what 
we were coming to but I knew 
they would have some good 
players.

“We’ve done the job. We’re 
delighted to be through. It’s 
always difficult to come north 
and get a victory, and we’ve 
managed it.
n Match report – page 31

Football
by Alan Hendry

Richard Macadie on the ball for Academy during Saturday’s 2-1 defeat to Auchinleck Talbot in the Scottish Cup, with Wick goalscorer Jack Halliday looking on (left).

Greens’ 
new kit 
handover
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The lads have got so much spirit 
and belief. I know results aren’t 
going our way but they believe 
so much in themselves and each 
other. You can’t fault that.

Tom McKenna

‘‘
Searching for that special gift? Need inspiration?

Look no further - visit our beautiful shop bursting with original ideas - 
from art to pottery, glass to scarves, jewellery to handcarving.

We will surprise you with the choice we have on offer.
Traditional Christmas baubles and decor also now available.

OPEN 11AM to 4PM on SATURDAY and SUNDAY  
from now until Christmas

To find us: Turn off A99/Wick - John O’Groats road at Freswick, signed “Skirza“ --- Sunnycroft Cottage, Skirza, Freswick --- 07826 409802 --- www.farnorthgifts.co.uk


