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County pegged back by late 
penalty double at Inverurie
NairN County had a two-goal 
advantage at inverurie, but were 
pegged back by two late penalties.

The visitors went in front seven 
minutes before half-time when 
Callum Maclean headed in a free 
kick.

Max Ewan popped up in the 69th 
minute with a shot from the edge 
of the box that was deflected by a 
defender into the back of the net.

With less than 10 minutes to go, 
Neil Gauld scored a penalty after 
adam Porritt was adjudged to have 
handled the ball inside his own 

area. Gauld netted another spot-
kick in stoppage time to rescue a 
point for Locos.

Nairn boss ronnie Sharp said: 
“That was hard to take, but overall 
we have to be pleased with the 
performance and to take a point. 
We had four teenagers playing 
from the start.”

Lossiemouth picked up their 
first win of the season, beating 
bottom side Fort William 4-3 at 
Claggan Park.

Deveronvale were 3-2 winners 
over Turriff United.

MacNab secures a 
point for Academy
HARMSWORTH Park has seen 
some blustery weather over the 
years, but this was exceptional. 
By full-time on Saturday the club 
flag was positively straining at the 
leash and stewards were powerless 
to bring it down. It looked to be in 
imminent danger of being ripped 
from its pole and disappearing in 
the general direction of Norway.

These were the conditions under 
which Academy and Huntly had 
endeavoured to serve up a game of 
football. The rising south-westerly 
gale made it an ordeal for players, 
coaches and spectators alike, an af-
ternoon to be endured rather than 
enjoyed, and the view among many 
was that a draw was a fair enough 
result in the circumstances. 

Not as far as Tom McKenna was 
concerned, however. The Wick 
boss felt his players deserved all 
three points, but ultimately they 
paid the price for allowing Huntly 
back into the match after making a 
promising start.

Wick had all the early pressure, 
looking eager and purposeful as 
they attacked the South Road end. 
Jack Halliday tested keeper John 
Farquhar with a low shot and the 

unmarked Richard Macadie was 
close to getting on the end of a long 
ball.

Nick Gray shot wide for Huntly 
before Academy got themselves in 
front after 14 minutes. Jack Henry 
set off on a marauding run through 

the middle and his shot was par-
ried by Farquhar into the path of 
Marc Macgregor, who headed it in.

By the midway point in the first 
half Huntly were looking more of a 
threat. Gary McGowan hit the side 
netting, a Kai Ross effort went wide 
and a shot by Paul Napier was eas-
ily saved by Sean McCarthy.

The warning signs were there, 
and the visitors got themselves 
level on the half-hour mark when 
McGowan struck a low angled shot 
from the left edge of the box that 
nestled in the far corner.

Napier fired over the bar before 
Huntly got their noses in front in 38 
minutes. McGowan showed good 
close control on the left, twisting 
and turning before dispatching a 
shot past McCarthy from a tight 
angle.

Academy’s confidence had taken 
a dip but they came close before 
the break when Macgregor set up 
Henry, only for his shot to sail over 
the bar.

Henry again lofted the ball over 
the top six minutes into the second 

half after Richard Macadie some-
how managed to defy the wind 
with an inch-perfect through ball 
into his path.

The game became more and 
more scrappy as players struggled 
with the conditions.

Macgregor tried his luck with 
a wind-assisted dipping shot to 
which Farquhar got a touch as it 
flew over the bar. The resultant cor-
ner led to another, and a perfect 
delivery by substitute Sam Mackay 
was nodded in at point-blank range 
by Gordon MacNab with five min-
utes to go.
Wick Academy: McCarthy, Gunn 
(Hughes 60), Hardwick, Farquhar, 
D Mackay, Manson, Henry, 
Halliday (S Mackay 75), Macgregor, 
Macadie (MacNab 67), Allan. Subs 
not used: Aitkenhead, Clark.
Huntly: Farquhar, Jack, Johnston, 
Clark, McRitchie, Thoirs (Booth 
80), Still, Napier (Murison 75), Ross 
(McKeown 77), Gray, McGowan. 
Subs not used: Wood, Andrews, 
McDonald, Robertshaw. 
Referee: Paul Cummings.

Wick academy’s Danny Mackay tries to get a vital touch on the ball in a crowded Huntly penalty area.

anderson on the 
mark as rothes 
thump Clach
FORMeR Wick Academy striker Steven 
Anderson was among the scorers as Rothes 
came from behind to beat Clach 4-1 at Grant 
Street Park on Saturday. It was the Lilywhites’ 
first game since Iain Polworth resigned as 
manager after 10 years in charge.

Clach took the lead in 19 minutes through 
Scott Dunn but Rothes equalised seven 
minutes before half-time when Anderson 
found the net 
with a header and 
the Speysiders 
went in front with 
a Scott Davidson 
free kick.

Goalkeeper 
Alasdair Maclean 
fumbled the ball 
over the line to 
give Rothes their 
third goal, and 
Kris Duncan 
completed the 
scoring four 
minutes from 
time.

Polworth 
helped guide Clach back from the brink of 
financial disaster in 2009 and in 2014 they 
lifted the Highland League Cup.

On his decision to quit, he said: “Results 
haven’t been good enough and I shoulder the 
blame. I was under no pressure from the board 
at Clach. I will look back at my time with the 
club with fondness. We enjoyed a degree of 
success.”

Wick’s Davie allan gets a tug as he races down the wing.

Treble for Campbell 
as Brora go second
BRORA Rangers leapfrogged Fraserburgh into 
second spot in the Highland League table after 
a comfortable 4-0 away win against Strathspey 
Thistle.

Craig Campbell hit a hat-trick for the 
Sutherland side, including two penalties, after 
Kyle Macleod had opened the scoring.

Brora player/manager Steven Mackay said: 
“We asked for a professional performance from 
the boys and that’s exactly what they gave us. 
We defended well as a team when we needed 
to and got our goals at the right times.”

Fraserburgh dropped to third after losing 
2-0 to Formartine United at North Lodge Park. 
Graeme Rodger and Garry Wood got the goals, 
both in the first half.

Mitch Megginson and Jamie Masson were 
on target for Cove Rangers as the champions 
and league leaders made it a perfect 10 wins, 
beating Keith 2-0.

Forres Mechanics became the latest 
Highland League club to exit the Scottish Cup 
when they were beaten 2-1 by Civil Service 
Strollers in their first-round replay.

Highland League latest

iain Polworth said he faced 
no pressure to quit.

Table

Highland League
 P W D L F A Pts
Cove Rangers 10 10 0 0 36 4 30 
Brora Rangers 11 9 0 2 30 5 27
Fraserburgh 11 8 0 3 36 12 24
Inverurie 11 7 2 2 40 17 23
Forres 10 7 0 3 29 10 21
Formartine 10 6 1 3 29 14 19
Rothes 11 6 1 4 26 15 19
Buckie 10 6 0 4 35 13 18
Huntly 11 5 1 5 26 22 16
Deveronvale 11 5 0 6 19 22 15
Turriff 11 4 2 5 30 26 14
Wick Academy 11 4 2 5 24 24 14
Nairn County 11 4 2 5 22 28 14
Keith 11 4 1 6 17 23 13
Strathspey 11 1 2 8 8 32 5
Clachnacuddin 9 1 1 7 8 26 4
Lossiemouth 11 1 0 10 7 53 3 
Fort William 11 0 1 10 9 85 -8

Macgregor and Henry celebrate after they combined for the opening goal. 

Wick Acad ��������� 2
Huntly  ��������������� 2
by Alan Hendry
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Wick boss frustrated 
by share of the spoils
THERE was a sense of relief 
around Harmsworth Park on 
Saturday as Wick Academy 
halted a run of three defeats 
– although manager Tom 
McKenna was frustrated that 
they had to settle for a share of 
the points with Huntly.

Gordon MacNab’s close-
range header with five minutes 
left tied it up at 2-2 after the 
visitors looked to be on course 
for a comeback win. 

Marc Macgregor had put 
Academy in front inside the 
opening quarter of an hour but 
they rather lost their way after 
that and Huntly were ahead 
by half-time courtesy of Gary 
McGowan’s double.

The game was spoiled by a 
strengthening wind that all too 
often meant through balls were 
either over-hit or held up in the 
south-westerly blast.

McKenna said: “Someone 
just said to me a draw was a 
fair result, but I don’t think so. 
I thought the first 25 minutes 
we dominated, we played very 
good football, we played with a 
good tempo and they couldn’t 
live with us.

“We went 1-0 up and I think 
it went against us because 
we settled into that and we 
allowed Huntly to get back 
into the game and find some 
rhythm in their play.

“Within their 20-minute pe-
riod they scored two goals – 
and from our point of view they 
were very disappointing goals. 

They were avoidable, and the 
lads have held their hands up. 

“One came from a throw-
in and we’ve not matched the 
run, and the second one he 
stuck it through a tight angle 
and he’s got two players there. 

They were two very poor goals.
“In the second half Sean 

McCarthy didn’t have a save 
to make – they didn’t cause us 
any problems whatsoever. We 
probed and probed and probed 
and got an equaliser. But the 
lads wanted more than that – 
it’s a disappointing point.

“But I suppose where we are 
at the moment, we look upon 
it as a point earned. The lads 
have worked hard for it.

“It’s a frustrating time. The 
performances are good and I 
think we’ve dominated pro-
ceedings for three-quarters 

of the game today and we’ve 
come away with a point.

“The lads are bitterly disap-
pointed and I can see the dis-
appointment and frustration 
in their faces. And I can under-
stand why when they’ve put so 
much quality and so much ef-
fort into the game.

“The lads are beating them-
selves up but if you keep beat-
ing yourself up you’re never 
going to get out of the hole 
you’ve created for yourself so 
you’ve really got to create a 
positive environment.

“For 25 minutes the football 

was great and I thought they 
were back to their old selves 
but we’ve got to be more con-
sistent with that performance 
over a longer period in the 
game.

“In the second half we domi-
nated without really asking too 
many questions.”

Huntly manager Martin 
Skinner said: “Wick started off 
the first 20 minutes better. We 
became the better team for 
the rest of the first half, but we 
didn’t create anything in the 
second half to finish the game. 

“Wick created more chances 

and they took one, unfortu-
nately for us, near the end.

“Conditions were really 
tough. I’ve never seen the wind 
this bad up here.

“One of our players went to 
hit a diagonal pass across the 
pitch and it came back to him. 

“It wasn’t a game for getting 
the ball down. You’re trying to 
avoid goal kicks.

“But the game was played in 
the right way. 

“Credit to Wick, they stuck at 
it and I think that a draw was 
fair.” 
n Match report – page 31

Football
by Alan Hendry

Jack Henry charges forward for Academy during the build-up to Marc Macgregor’s opening goal in the 2-2 draw with Huntly at Harmsworth Park on Saturday.

Junior golf 
winners at 
Reay club
Page 30

The lads are bitterly disappointed 
and I can see the disappointment 
and frustration in their faces. 
And I can understand why when 
they put so much into the game.

Tom McKenna
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