
Wick suffer 
from lack of 
game time
Football
by Alan Hendry

Scorries aiming to bounce 
back in North Cup clash
ACADEMY will be looking to 
bounce back from Saturday’s 
heavy defeat at Fraserburgh 
when they host Invergordon 
tonight in the first round of the 
North of Scotland Cup.

Wick supporters have bad 
memories of Invergordon’s last 
North Cup visit to Harmsworth 
Park – in August 2017, when the 
North Caledonian League side 
won on penalties after a grim 
goalless draw. Gordon Connelly’s 
time as manager came to an 
end soon afterwards and he was 
replaced by Tom McKenna the 
following month.

Speaking after Academy’s 
five-goal thumping at Fraserburgh 
in Saturday’s league opener, 
McKenna said: “I think it’s good 
that we’ve got a quick turnaround 

for this game. A lot of players 
have got 90 minutes under their 
belt and this group of boys are 
going to get stronger and fitter 
and better.

“The lads are all looking 
forward to Wednesday. We want 
them to express themselves and 
enjoy their football, and this a 
good game to get a reaction.

“Invergordon will be up for it – 
it’s a big game for them playing 
a semi-professional football club 
and they will be trying to get one 
over on us again. If we can win 
this it’s a possible tie with Brora 
in the next round.”

The winners of the Academy v 
Invergordon tie (kick-off 8pm) will 
meet either Golspie Sutherland 
or Brora in the quarter-finals on 
August 21.
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Page 30

Academy’s Davie Allan cuts inside (top); Fraserburgh’s Ryan Cowie and 
Wick’s Richard Macadie (right); Ross Allan clears.         Pictures: Mel Roger

MANAGER Tom McKenna admit-
ted that his Wick Academy players 
were lacking in fitness and game 
time as they slumped to a 5-0 de-
feat to Fraserburgh on the open-
ing day of the Highland League 
season.

The Scorries completed a league 
double over the Broch last term 
but they fell well short at sunny 
Bellslea Park on Saturday as Sean 
Butcher and Scott Barbour hit two 
goals apiece and Aidan Combe 
added another.

“It’s a bad result,” McKenna 
said. “You don’t want to concede 
that many goals, but as coaches 
we knew we were probably two 
weeks away from where we should 
be regarding our fitness levels and 
game time.”

Academy went into the league 
curtain-raiser after mixed fortunes 
in three pre-season friendlies – 
away defeats to Nairn St Ninian 
and Orkney either side of a home 
win against a Caley Thistle devel-
opment team. 

McKenna said: “The training has 
been good, the attitude is good – 
but you need games.

“If you don’t get the game time 
you’re off to a bad start and it was 
very, very evident. Fraserburgh 
were a lot sharper and lot fitter. 
Their speed of thought and speed 
of movement was far superior.

“As a manager, you’ve got to look 
at positives as well and there were a 
few solid individual performances.

“Even when the guys were be-
hind 4-0, for probably 20 minutes 
I thought we were the better team. 
I thought we showed great attitude 

and great character. We knew 
where we were with our fitness lev-
els and game time but it’s a bitter 
blow to lose 5-0.”

Butcher headed the opening 
goal on 14 minutes and Barbour 

slotted in a second six minutes be-
fore the break. Combe extended 
the lead with a long-range effort 
four minutes into the second half, 
and Butcher and Barbour were on 
target again in 56 and 86 minutes.

Grant Steven shields the ball from Fraserburgh’s Scott Barbour.
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Society Of Caithness Artists
www.caithnessartists.com

84TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION at Thurso High School
30th July - 9th August 

2pm - 5pm & 6.30pm - 9pm (not Sunday) • Admission free. 


