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We grew in confidence, says 
the Scorries’ hat-trick hero
RichaRd Macadie is edging closer 
to the 200-goal mark for Wick 
academy in his testimonial year.

The attacking midfielder 
grabbed a first-half hat-trick 
against Lossiemouth and collected 
the man-of-the-match trophy.

club records show Macadie 
has now scored 191 competitive 
goals for academy and he looks 
well placed to achieve the double 
century during this milestone 
season.

“The first half was good, we just 
kind of clicked,” Macadie said.

“it helped getting the first 
couple of goals in early. We grew 
in confidence, and our passing 
game worked.

“The target today was to get 
three points no matter how the 
game went, so to get that done 
was good and it helps us going 
into the next game.”

Gary Manson has now made 
598 competitive appearances 
for academy. if he plays at Nairn 
tonight, Manson will be on course 
to make his 600th appearance 
against deveronvale this Saturday.

Wick hit eight in 
first-half goal blitz
A DEVASTATING first-half goal 
blitz earned Wick Academy their 
first three points of the Highland 
League season in truly emphatic 
style.

In a complete contrast to the 
chastening opening-day defeat at 
Brora, the Coasters were blown 
away by Academy’s slick passing 
and clinical finishing.

Between 3pm and 3.40pm, goals 
came along at a rate of one every 
five minutes to the delight of the 
Harmsworth Park crowd. Man of 
the match Richard Macadie helped 
himself to a hat-trick, Davie Allan 
chipped in with a sublime double 
and Gary Manson netted two pen-
alties, with Marc Macgregor also 
on target.

In retrospect, when referee 
Darren Munro blew the half-time 
whistle, everyone might as well 
have packed up and gone home. 
The damage had been done, and 
the second period was a low-key 
affair as Lossie set out to avoid fur-
ther damage while Academy found 
it impossible to add to their tally, 
although not for want of trying. 

The opening goal came inside 
two minutes as Allan exchanged 

a one-two with Macadie and dis-
patched a perfectly placed shot 
into the top corner.

With nine minutes played, Allan 
was tripped in the box amid a posse 
of defenders and the referee point-
ed to the spot. Manson stepped 

up and sent keeper Blair Moir the 
wrong way.

Sam Mackay played the ball into 
Macgregor and his shot took a de-
flection off Aaron McLean before 
bouncing onto the top of the bar.

Macgregor was not to be denied, 
though, and after 15 minutes he 
made it 3-0. The striker found him-
self in acres of space as he accepted 
a pass from Jack Henry and fired a 
low shot past Moir.

Lossie were being run ragged 
and Academy extended their lead 
in the 18th minute with the best 
goal of the game. Macadie deliv-
ered a defence-splitting pass to 
Allan, who applied a cool finish 
with the outside of his boot.

It was 5-0 inside 20 minutes as 
Macadie collected the ball on the 
edge of the box and planted it be-
yond Moir’s reach into the net.

Academy were awarded an-
other penalty after 36 minutes 
when Allan’s slide-rule pass found 
Craig Gunn, who was taken down 
by Aaron Hamilton. Manson pro-
duced a carbon copy of his earlier 

spot-kick, again placing the ball to 
the keeper’s left as Moir dived the 
other way.

After 38 minutes Macadie was 
sent through for Academy’s sev-
enth. A minute later Macgregor and 
Allan combined to give Macadie a 
simple finish for his hat-trick.

Perhaps inevitably, the sec-
ond half was an anti-climax. Sean 
McCarthy had to look lively to stop 
a couple of efforts by Lossie’s James 
McLaren, while Gordon MacNab 
twice came close at the other end.

Wick Academy: McCarthy, 
Manson, Farquhar, D Mackay 
(G Mackay 46), Henry, Halliday 
(Hughes 53), Gunn, S Mackay, 
Macgregor, Macadie, Allan 
(MacNab 53). Subs not used: 
Cameron, Clark.

Lossiemouth: Moir, Macarthur, 
Bellingham, Hamilton, McLean,  
L Archibald, S Campbell,  
R Archibald (Sewell 79), McLaren 
(Forbes 83), Macaulay, Allen  
(B Campbell 73). Subs not used: 
McCall, Clark, Dear.

Referee: Darren Munro.

davie allan fires the ball past Lossie keeper Blair Moir for his second goal of the afternoon.     Pictures: Mel Roger

Urquhart header 
earns first win 
for Wee county
NAIRN County go into tonight’s match 
against Academy buoyed by a 1-0 victory over  
Deveronvale on Saturday. Ewen Urquhart’s 
header early in the second half proved the 
difference between the sides as the Station 
Park outfit claimed their first league win of the 
season.

Wee County boss Ronnie Sharp said: “In the 
first half we were a bit sloppy but in the second 
half we were the 
better team. Once 
we got ahead, it 
was good to stay 
ahead and we 
recorded a clean 
sheet.”

Mitch Meggin-
son scored 
both goals as 
champions Cove 
Rangers won 
2-0 at home to 
Fraserburgh.

Fort William 
conceded double 
figures for the 
third time in eight 
days as they were hammered 11-1 at home by 
Buckie Thistle, for whom Declan Milne and 
Andrew MacAskill both grabbed hat-tricks.

Keith thumped Clachnacuddin 5-2 at Grant 
Street Park, while Formartine United were 4-1 
winners at home to Turriff United.

Neil Gauld hit a treble for Inverurie Locos 
in their 6-3 victory over Huntly. Rothes  had to 
settle for a 2-1 win away to Strathspey Thistle. 

celebrations after one of Macadie’s three first-half strikes.

Brora maintain 
their 100% start
BRORA Rangers maintained their 100 
per cent to the season with a solid 2-0 win 
against Forres Mechanics at Mosset Park, 
courtesy of a goal in each half from Paul 
Brindle and Mark Nicolson.

Manager Steven Mackay said: “I thought 
we defended well as a team when we had 
to and looked dangerous going forward in 
particular. Brindle’s goal was a touch of 
class.”

Fixtures – Tonight: Brora Rangers v 
Clachnacuddin; Buckie Thistle v Strathspey 
Thistle; Deveronvale v Formartine United; 
Huntly v Fort William; Keith v Fraserburgh; 
Lossiemouth v Forres Mechanics; Nairn 
County v Wick Academy; Rothes v Cove 
Rangers; Turriff United v Inverurie Locos.

Saturday: Clachnacuddin v Lossiemouth; 
Cove Rangers v Buckie Thistle; Forres 
Mechanics v Nairn County; Fort William v 
Turriff United; Fraserburgh v Brora Rangers; 
Inverurie Locos v Formartine United; Keith 
v Rothes; Strathspey Thistle v Huntly; Wick 
Academy v Deveronvale.

Highland League latest

Nairn county manager 
Ronnie Sharp.

Table

highland League
 P W D L F A Pts
Rothes 2 2 0 0 13 2 6
Formartine United 2 2 0 0 8 2 6
Inverurie Locos 2 2 0 0 8 3 6 
Brora Rangers 2 2 0 0 4 0 6
Buckie Thistle 2 1 0 1 11 3 3
Wick Academy 2 1 0 1 8 2 3 
Deveronvale 2 1 0 1 7 1 3
Keith 1 1 0 0 5 2 3
Fraserburgh 2 1 0 1 5 3 3 
Cove Rangers 1 1 0 0 2 0 3 
Turriff United 2 1 0 1 4 6 3
Nairn County 2 1 0 1 2 4 3
Forres Mechanics 1 0 0 1 0 2 0
Clachnacuddin 1 0 0 1 2 5 0
Huntly 2 0 0 2 5 9 0
Strathspey Thistle 2 0 0 2 2 7 0
Lossiemouth 2 0 0 2 0 15 0
Fort William 2 0 0 2 2 22 0

Wick’s Jack henry avoids a challenge from Brodie allen of Lossiemouth.

Wick Acad .........8
Lossiemouth .....0
by Alan Hendry
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Hughes is 
thrilled by 
‘fantastic’ 
goal spree
RICHARD Hughes hailed 
Wick Academy’s first-half dis-
play against Lossiemouth on 
Saturday as “absolutely bril-
liant” – and made it clear that 
every player in the squad will 
be called upon to get the club 
through the hectic early-sea-
son fixture list.

The Scorries got their 
2018/19 Highland League 
campaign up and running with 
a scintillating opening 45 min-
utes against the beleaguered 
Coasters, scoring eight times 
without reply going up the 
Harmsworth slope. There were 
no goals after the break but it 
still added up to Academy’s 
biggest ever win against Lossie, 
surpassing a 7-0 rout in 2001.

Co-assistant manager 
Hughes said: “Obviously we’re 
over the moon – to beat any-
body 8-0 is fantastic. Some of 
our movement and passing 
was absolutely brilliant in the 
first half.”

Man of the match Richard 
Macadie led the way with a 
hat-trick, and two-goal Davie 
Allan would have fancied his 
chances of a treble had he not 
been taken off early in the sec-
ond half. Gary Manson scored 
twice from the penalty spot 
and Marc Macgregor got the 
other.

Hughes said: “It was very 
pleasing, especially the foot-
ball we played in the first half 
– our passing, our movement, 
our pace. To be honest it could 
have been a couple more.

“We dropped the tempo and 
they set themselves up not to 
lose a goal in the second half, 
which they did, so all credit to 
Lossiemouth for doing that.

“But we can’t take anything 
away from our guys. I thought 
they were fantastic and it must 
have been really nice for the 
fans to see some of the slick 
football we played in the first 
half. It was nice to see.

“Poor Davie Allan had to 
come off before he could get 
his hat-trick. We’ve got a tough 
few weeks and we’re going to 
have to use everybody that’s in 
the squad because we’ve got 
games Saturday, Wednesday, 
Saturday.

“Okay, on the 15th we don’t 
have a game, but then after 
that we’re back to Saturday, 
Wednesday, Saturday, Wedn-
esday, Saturday. 

“It’s tough on the guys so 
we’ll need everybody, and 
we’ve got subs that need game 
time.”

It has been a difficult start 
for Lossiemouth, who were 
thumped 7-0 by Deveronvale 
on the opening day.

Lossie manager Joe Russell 
said: “In the first half we made 
the same mistakes we made 
against Deveronvale. We 
changed the formation and 
we became difficult to break 
down, which was pleasing.

“I asked them at half-time 
not to concede anything in the 
second half and they did that.

“It was a difficult shift for 
James McLaren up front but 
he managed to get himself in 
behind a couple of times and 
could easily have got a couple 
of goals.

“We’ve had to bring in the 
youths this season – we’ve not 
had the luxury of being able to 
buy players, so it’s a big learn-
ing curve for them and for my-
self as well.”
n Match report – page 31

Football
by Alan Hendry

Davie Allan is congratulated by his Wick Academy team-mates after his early opener in the 8-0 
victory over Lossiemouth at Harmsworth Park on Saturday.                  Picture: Mel Roger

Some of our movement and 
passing was brilliant in the first 
half. It must have been really 
nice for the fans to see some of 
the slick football we played.

Richard  Hughes

‘‘

Pentland 
United seal 
final place
Page 30

Designer Knitwear sale
Ladies & Gents • Famous Brand Names • Pure wool £15 • Cashmere Blend from £15 • Cashmere 100% from £35

We sell over makes, end of lines, returns, past seasons etc.

friday 10th & saturday 11th AUGUST • PENTLAND HOTEL, THURSO • 10.30am - 4.30pm
monday 13th & tuesday 14th AUGUST • NORSEmAN HOTEL, WICK • 10.30am - 4.30pm

A. Lowther 07867 632 106


