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New kit unveiled as Beatrice 
wind farm backs Academy
WICK Academy took to the field 
on Saturday in their new home kit 
complete with Beatrice logo after 
agreeing a two-year sponsorship 
deal with the operators of the 
£2.6 billion offshore wind farm 
that is under construction off the 
Caithness coast. 

Steve Wilson, project manager 
of Beatrice Offshore Windfarm Ltd, 
said: “The Beatrice project team 
is delighted to be sponsoring Wick 
Academy. Wick is the home of 
the Beatrice project and is where 
our operations and maintenance 

base for the project will be for the 
lifetime of the wind farm.”

Academy chairman James Innes 
would not be drawn on how much 
the deal was worth to the club, but 
reiterated that having Beatrice as 
main sponsor was “a perfect fit”.

Mr Innes thanked Scott 
Youngson of the Comm Bar, 
Thurso, and also Pulteney 
Distillery. Both have remained 
as shirt and shorts sponsors of 
Academy. Mr Innes also thanked 
Ashley Ann, which was the club’s 
first shorts and sleeves sponsor.

Scorries are blown 
off course by Vale
IN their first outing since the an-
nouncement of a sponsorship deal 
with the Beatrice offshore wind 
farm, the Scorries found them-
selves all at sea. They were blown 
off course by a Deveronvale side 
that was streetwise, well organ-
ised and clinical in front of goal as 
strikes from Grant Noble and Dane 
Ballard, one in each half, made 
sure of the points.

Academy huffed and puffed, but 
despite stepping up the pressure in 
the closing stages, they never really 
looked like staging a comeback.

It came as an anti-climax af-
ter three wins in which they had 
banged in 17 goals and following 
on from news of the two-year deal 
with Beatrice Offshore Windfarm 
Ltd as main sponsor.

The early signs were promising 
enough. A quick passing move cre-
ated an opening for Craig Gunn 
but he blazed his shot over the bar, 
then a free kick from Gary Manson 
caused a momentary problem for 
keeper Errol Watson as it squirmed 
away from him.

On 10 minutes Davie Allan beat 
the offside trap but was forced wide 
and his shot flew over.

Play became increasingly scrap-
py and Academy found it difficult 
to penetrate Vale’s five at the back.

At the top end Ballard sent a 
glancing header wide, then Sean 
McCarthy was almost left red-
faced when his poor kick-out went 

straight to the opposition. The Wick 
keeper made amends by blocking 
Noble’s low effort.

Vale went ahead in 36 minutes 
when Leszek Nowosielski set Noble 
free in the inside-left channel and 
he lashed an unstoppable shot past 
McCarthy.

There was a let-off for Academy 
three minutes before the break 
when Matthew Wallace looked cer-
tain to score only for McCarthy to 
pull off a brilliant save.

The Banff outfit doubled their 
lead six minutes into the second 
half with another well-taken goal.

Noble chipped the ball forward 
to Ballard and the quick-thinking 
striker lofted it over McCarthy.

Wick supporters were shouting 
for greater urgency. Allan man-
aged to break clear into the box 
and he found Sam Mackay, whose 
low drive was kept out by Watson.

Jack Halliday delivered the ball 
into the danger zone but there was 
no-one to take advantage, then a 
Richard Macadie cross was turned 
over by Jack Henry.

Finally there were signs of 
Academy’s passing game com-
ing to life, and Allan showed great 
trickery only to see his effort on 
goal bounce off the crossbar.

A good old-fashioned stramash 
occurred in the Vale box but no-one 
was able to apply a decisive touch. 
By then it was obvious this just 
wasn’t going to be Academy’s day. 
The mood was summed up when 
the tireless Allan chased a long 
pass, was unable to reach it before 
it rolled out of play, and promptly 
blasted the ball against an adver-
tising hoarding in frustration.
Wick Academy: McCarthy, 
Manson, Farquhar, D Mackay, G 
Steven, Henry, Gunn (Hardwick 
79), Halliday, MacNab (S Mackay 
46), Macadie, D Allan. Subs not 
used: G Mackay, More.
Deveronvale: Watson, Dunbar, 
Noble, Aitken, Dunn, Adams, 
Nowosielski (Robertson 90), 
MacLennan, Ballard (Scott 84), 
Wallace, Noble (Gauld 76). Subs 
not used: Willox, Blanchard.
Referee: Billy Baxter.

Wick’s Davie Allan wrong-foots Ross Aitken of Deveronvale.         Picture: Mel Roger

Manson: ‘600th 
game won’t live 
long in memory’
GARY Manson received a presentation to mark 
his 600th competitive appearance for Wick 
Academy – although he wasn’t in the mood to 
celebrate the achievement in the aftermath of 
Saturday’s 2-0 loss to Deveronvale.

“That game won’t last long in the memory,” 
the 34-year-old said as Academy’s run of 
convincing victories came to an abrupt halt at 
Harmsworth Park.

Manson does 
have a clear 
recollection of 
his first match for 
the club, though – 
when he was 16.

“It was here 
against Cove 
Rangers, it was 
the first game 
of the season in 
2000 and we beat 
them 1-0. It was 
a memorable 
debut,” he said.

Manson was the supporters’ player of the 
year last season and has scored 43 goals for 
the club. “If I can get to 50 before I finish I’ll be 
happy,” he said.

Manson, an assistant project manager at 
Dounreay, may be edging towards the twilight 
of his Highland League career but he is not 
looking to call it a day quite yet. “I just take 
it year by year,” he said. “I’ll see if I’m still 
enjoying it and have still got the desire. I still 
think I’m fit enough and contributing enough 
to the team every week.”

From left: Scott Youngson (Comm Bar), Ryan Miller, Michael 
Steven, Tom McKenna, Alan Farquhar and Paul Tomlinson 
(Beatrice Offshore Windfarm Ltd).       Picture: Bob Roger

Formartine make 
it four out of four
FORMARTINE United kept up their 100 per 
cent record as they made it four wins out of 
four. The leaders consolidated their position at 
the top with a 4-2 win at Inverurie Locos.

Andrew Greig, Graeme Rodger, Archie 
Macphee and Stuart Smith got the Formartine 
goals, with Neil Gauld (penalty) and Chris 
Angus replying for Inverurie.

Fraserburgh held off Brora at home in a 2-1 
victory. Craig Campbell gave the visitors the 
lead before Paul Young levelled. The turning 
point came when Brora’s Colin Williamson was 
sent off in 52 minutes. Sixty seconds later Ryan 
Christie fired in Broch’s winner.

Cove Rangers maintained their perfect start 
with a 2-0 home victory over Buckie.

Turriff went goal crazy at Fort William as 
they hammered the bottom side 10-0. 

Andrew Macrae hit a hat-trick in Forres 
Mechanics’ 4-1 win over Nairn County, while 
Huntly were 4-0 winners at Strathspey.

Cammy Keith’s brace gave Keith a 2-1 win 
over Rothes. A late own goal was enough to 
give Clach a 1-0 victory against Lossiemouth.

Highland League latest

Gary Manson received a 
framed photo.

Table

Highland League
 P W D L F A Pts
Formartine United  4 4 0 0 16 5 12
Cove Rangers 3 3 0 0 8 0 9
Fraserburgh  4 3 0 1 10 4 9
Brora Rangers 4 3 0 1 7 3 9
Turriff United 4 2 1 1 16 8 7 
Inverurie Locos 4 2 1 1 12 9 7
Buckie Thistle 4 2 0 2 16 5 6
Wick Academy  4 2 0 2 12 5 6
Huntly                    4 2 0 2 15 9 6
Rothes                    4 2 0 2 14 8 6
Deveronvale           4 2 0 2 10 5 6
Forres Mechanics   3 2 0 1 9 4 6
Keith                   3 2 0 1 7 6 6
Clachnacuddin    3 1 0 2 4 7 3
Nairn County    4 1 0 3 4 12 3
Strathspey Thistle    4 0 0 4 2 16 0
Lossiemouth        4 0 0 4 1 21 0
Fort William     4 0 0 4 2 38 0

Vale keeper Errol Watson grabs the ball before Danny Mackay can pounce.
Picture: Bob Roger

Wick Acad .........0
Deveronvale .....2
by Alan Hendry
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Well short of what we 
expect, says McKenna
TOM McKenna is demanding 
greater consistency from his 
Wick Academy players after 
watching them slump to a 2-0 
home defeat to Deveronvale 
on Saturday.

Confidence was high going 
into the game after a recent run 
of convincing wins in league 
and cup, but it all fell flat as 
the Scorries struggled to find a 
way through a well-drilled Vale 
back line.

“The performance is not ac-
ceptable for this football club 
or for myself,” a frustrated 
McKenna said. 

“I said to the boys we’ve set 
standards, and the standards 
we’ve set have not been met 
today.

“We were well, well short 
of what we expect, especially 
playing at home when you’ve 
got a good turnout. The man-
ner in which we lost is really 
disappointing.

“Deveronvale played five at 
the back, 5-3-2, very defensive, 
just playing on the counter-at-
tack, and it worked for them. 

“We didn’t have the creativ-
ity or the imagination to break 
them down in the final third.”

Academy had generated a 
feelgood factor in their three 
previous outings, beating 
Strathspey Thistle in the North 
of Scotland Cup before league 
victories against Lossiemouth 
and Nairn County, scoring 17 
goals in the process.

But they ran out of ideas on 

Saturday as well-taken goals 
by Grant Noble and Dane 
Ballard, either side of half-
time, secured Vale’s first win at 
Harmsworth Park since 2015.

McKenna said: “We did have 
a few chances but were unable 
to convert them. 

“In the first 10 or 15 min-
utes we dominated play and if 
Craig Gunn or Davie Allan had 
put one of those away I think 
it would have been a different 
story – but it’s ifs and buts.

“The boys were on a high. 
The football they’ve been play-
ing has been absolutely fan-
tastic, so to put in a perform-
ance like that today is not good 
enough. They’ve got to realise 

that and they’ve got to show 
more consistency now.

“They’ve had three good re-
sults but good teams will go 
on to gather some momentum 
and win more points. 

“That’s what good teams can 
do, and unfortunately we don’t 
fall into that bracket at the 
moment.”

Vale manager Steve Dolan 
said: “I thought we were out-
standing from start to finish. 

“We came up here last sea-
son and got a bit of a beating in 

the middle of the pitch so basi-
cally we tried to play a three in 
there to combat Wick because 
I think that’s where they’re at 
their strongest.

“On Wednesday against 
Formartine I thought we 
played well without really hav-
ing many attempts on goal. But 
as I said to the players today, 
if you don’t shoot you don’t 
score, and you need to get balls 
in the box.

“From the goalkeeper right 
through I can’t fault anybody 

and we had two great finishes. 
“I don’t think many teams 

will come and win up here. 
“Wick are a top, top football 

side so we’re delighted with 
the three points.” 

It was Academy’s first match 
since the announcement of a 
two-year sponsorship deal with 
Beatrice Offshore Windfarm 
Ltd, and the team turned out 
in their new home kit featuring 
the Beatrice logo.
n Match report and more pic-
tures – page 31

Football
by Alan Hendry

Wick Academy’s Jack Halliday rises above Deveronvale duo Harry Noble and Blair MacLennan at Harmsworth Park on Saturday.      Picture: Mel Roger

Shield win 
for Wick 
Groats
Page 30

Deveronvale were just playing 
on the counter-attack, and it 
worked for them. We didn’t have 
the creativity or the imagination 
to break them down.

Tom McKenna
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